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Arrivftl at AleKandri^-^Flrst ImpreBsiotiB. — Arabs and Bedouina. 
— Suaa,— Block ip Oanaly'MoBquitoen.— Wo embark. — ^Per* 
feet Weatber.-^hriBimafA Day. — ^Perim. — Burial at Sea. — 
The Southern Uroi6.~*Pir8i Fraud exposed.— The Ceylon, 

I Hotel Suez, Suez» 

Dec. 20, 1881. 

We arrived at Suez on the evoning of the 19th of 
Docomber, after spending many glorious days in 
Alexandria and Cairo, having seen all their world- 
famed sights, and having ridden for the first time 
through grpves of the date palm, by the side of Nile 
lakes, through old Memphis, on to the Lybian des< % 
where wq^saw the wondrous tombs of the sacred bulhf, 
hewn thousands of years ago from tho solid rock deep 
beneaih the glarin.^ desert sand, then on to the 
Sphinx, and the guat Pyramid of Cheops, and into 
its centre chambvi, vict* i)i:cd by the extortionate 
rabble of Arabb iamourx.i bxeksheosh, as so 
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many of our race have been victimized before, and 
to which, like us, they had also to submit. We had 
seen the grand old Pyramids the day before from the 
citadel in Cairo in the distance, through the shimmer- 
ing haze across the dazzling desort, looking like 
phantoms far away in the tremulous aii; but that 
which startles one more than all thesei things, so 
familiar to us in image all our lives, is ^tering the 
glorious East for the first time — that first ^y in one’s 
existence which can never die, for it is the awakening 
to a now life, a. now world, illumined by a new sun, 
such as our cold mist-covered county can never sec ; 
a sun which pours its rich ligh^ upon a nature 
entirely uew and strange to It is here, for 

tlic first time, that wo see i^ tlW own homes our 
dusky foUow-creaturcs ; the ^ilent, stately palms, with 
their fruit-laden crests, those symbols^ of an Eastern 
world ; the clustering bananas under their huge green, 
leaves; the entrancing /light and colcW; the rich- 
coloured oranges hanging from the trces\ the gorgeous 
flower's, growing in jfrcjitest profusion and perfection ; 
the kites, those sca\ ongors of the East, wh^ch are soar- 
ing about everywhere ; and the narrow streets full of 
swarthy Arabs, Turks, Ethiopians, and Nubians, blazing 
in costumes from loose folds of dazzling white, to those 
of the richest and most varied colours. 

This is but a'titlic of what one secs and wonders at, 
and which gives one’s life a zest and intensity which 
increases every step one gets farther away from 
Europe ; a land, where in winter one can bask in a 
climate /like an endless sunuuer’s afterboou, and bo 
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again among the swallows and bxitterflies, and this, 
too, in loss than a week from London, and at a time 
when our intolerable winter and its deathly gloom lie 
so heavy over our country. , * 

A railway journey of five liours brings us to Cairo, 
having passed along Nile lakes, the haunts of in- 
numerable wild-fowl, through eottomfields, which from 
the train look precisely like vast fields of Marshal 
Ned rose bushes, both in growth and foliage, and 
with great numbers of pale-yeUow blossoms hanging 
from the bushes. We also pass through sugar-cane 
fields, and other vigorously growing crops. We sco 
the stately indolent-looking camels, the Bedouin tents 
and Arab villages, the railway stations infested with 
their ragged crowds, the deep sunsets steeping the 
landscape in a flood of mighty colour, and the rich 
afterglows softening ' aU things with a russet veil, 
even human hearts and passions. 

Another journey of eight hours from Cairo, most of 
it being over arid sand, generally level as water as fiir 
as we could see, and we are here. 

In Suez there is little to do in the way of sight- 
seeing, but there is much to occupy the eye. About 
the hotel are beautifully draped Arabs in folds of 
loose white flimsy cotton, many of them having feces 
stamped with groat haughtiness and character :- the 
women, too, with their rich, deep-coloured sluns, have 
often fine straight-featured faces, and are sometimes 
very pretty — all being splendidly erect, from their habit 
of carrying their burdens so much on their heads. 
They sit in groups at their doors with their children, 

1—9 
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sunounded by legions of flies, the little children’s faces, 
near their eyes especially, being covered with black 
patches of them, which they seem either too indolent 
to brush*^ away, or else have given up the ineffectual 
struggle with them in despair. 

On arriving here we found there was a block in the 
canal, thirty , steamers besides ours waiting to pass 
through. It may be a day or two before the Ceyhn 
will arrive, so for the present we are high and very dry 
here in the sand. There are many nice people in the 
hotel waiting for their ships to go off to new and dis- 
tant homes in the East, so we are all, in one sense, in 
the same boat ; and our misfortune in being obKged to 
wait in so dreary a place as this has tended to link 
us together in ties nearer than those of mere acquaint- 
ances. . 

Opposite the hotel, as far as tho eye can*reach, 
there is naught but sand and water to gaze upon, the 
latter looking crisp and firesh, for a stiff breeze is 
whitening the tops of the blue waves, and giving a 
most enjoyable freshness to tho air. 

The courtyard of the hotel is quite a little oasis in 
this blinding desert of sand, and the eye gratefully 
lingers upon the green-leaved palms and other tropical 
shrubs with which it is filled. 

After dinner we are treated to stories illustrative of 
tho ferocity of tho mosquitoes, from which it appears 
that they will rip up tho beds and pull th(nu all over 
tho room in their rage, if they are unable to get at one 
through the etirtains. 1 lut tho most wonderful' instance 
of their bloodthinstiness was that recounted by our 
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landlord, who, having tethered one of his cows over- 
night to a tree, in the morning found only its mangled 
skin on the ground, and on happening to look up saw 
a huge mosquito on a bough actually pickmg its teeth 
Avith one of the horns of its victim, and watching him 
closely with an eye that nearly scorched him ! 

Dea 21, 1881. 

We had a great doAmpour of rain last night, it 
being 1h.o first that has fallen here for ton months ; 
the 'streets this morning are, in consequence, most 
filthy, and the air muggy and hot. There is very 
great excitement amongst us all, for we hear the block 
in the canal is removed, and that the Ceylon Avill bo 
through in about an hour. We can see a crowd of 
ships away in the distance over the sand, steaming 
slowly through the canal, which is about three- 
quarters of a mile off The Ceylon has just come 
in sight, so we must be off to meet her. She is to be 
cosily distinguished from the others by her light dove- 
colour. 

S.8. Ceylon, near Bombay. 

We joined our homo for tho next few months about 
three miles from the hotel, in the Gulf of Suez, after 
bidding hurried adieus to our friends, and the same 
evening wo steamed away for Bombay. Every day since 
we left wo have had hot, cloudless, and breezy days, 
and all along the Red Sea have boon occasionally in sight 
of land. The morning after we started Aye saw Mount 
Sinai, and low and perfectly barren mountains on both 
sides of us, brilliant in pink and purple, with hard and 
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ragged outlmes against the clear, warm sky. The sea 
was, Allah be praised ! as calm as tranquillity itself, 
and everyone was consequently very happy, very hot, 
and not a few very thirsty. On Christmas Day 
it was nearly 90 ° in the cabins, and unclouded over- 
head. It is Yule-tide nevertheless, and roast beef, 
plum-pudding, and the usual festivities had to 
be gone through, even in this Red Sea heat. The 
next day we saw the coast-line again, looking very 
beautiful— sky, land, and sea all blending harmoniously 
together in most tender colour, and low down on the 
sea Mocha, from whence we are told the celebrated 
coffee of that name never comes. There is much 
languor on board ; the continued calmness of the sea 
astonishes us, but we are told that any time from 
November to April the sea is almost always like a pond, 
the sky cloudless, and the voyage a delight to aJL In 
passing through the Red Sea one always hears from 
some of the nautical men on board the great dangers 
of being wrecked on the sterile shores on either side of 
us, and the almost certainty of aU falling victims to 
cither the wild beasts, the murderous tribes of natives, 
or, worse than all, a slow death from starvation. With 
small exception the parched desert sand and rock, 
wliich give out again the fierce heat of the sun, are 
all the comfort that relentless Nature here affords, and 
shipwrecked crews have gone through the most 
terrible struggles for life from both the cruelty of 
Nature and man before they have been welcomed by 
the relieving b»ud of civilization. 

Six days after leaving Suez we were out of the Red 
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Sea and past the little British island of Perim which 
conunands it. It is a barren island, without a trace of 
vegetation upon it that we could see, and is garrisoned 
by a British officer and a company of sipoys, who 
are relieved every three months fern Aden, upon 
which they are dependent not only for their provisions, 
but even for their water; so it is a veritable penal 
settlement The story of our occupation of Perim is 
a strange one ; and if it be true it is stranger still, for 
it discloses conduct about which perhaps the less said 
the better. Not many years since a French admiral 
called at Aden, and accepting the hospitality of the 
English officers, his wine-loosenod tongue acquainted 
them of his intention of proceeding next mornin g to 
hoist the French flag on the island at the mouth of 
the Bed Sea, it being at that time ‘ Nobody’s land.’ 
The idea struck the British as being so good, that they 
sent on a fast steamer that same night with a handful 
of troops to get possession of the island before the 
French arrived. When the latter did arrive, they found 
they had been forestalled and betrayed by their 
smiling, hospitable hosts, and, chagrined, they had 
to withdraw and satisfy thomselves with the land 
on the other side of the straits, which here are about 
a mile broad, but which they wore soon compelled to 
evacuate on account of the high death-rate amongst 
their troops. 

An amusing story is told of this island. The 
lieutenant in command of the company comprising the 
garrison there, on the expiration of his three months’ 
command, appUed to his colonel at Aden for an ex- 
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tension, saying he would like to continue his arduous 
duties as commander-in-chiof of the island. This was 
readily granted, his brother officers merely remarking, 
that he must he either mad or suffering from ddirium 
tremens or sunstroke. The second three months over ; 
so proud was this young officer of his command, that 
a third and fourth extension was applied for, and, like 
the second, granted. Unfortunately for this festive and 
sportive subaltern, the colonel of his regiment obtained 
sick-leave, and, happening to walk into the ‘Bag’ ono 
day, found the vice-governor of Perim calmly eating 
his lunch. It appears that this lieutenant, naturally 
preferring the gaieties and attractions of London to the 
barren desolation of Perim, had signed beforehand, and 
given to his sergeant, all requisite states and forms, 
leaving them to be filled in as occasion required, and 
had taken the first steamer for the more enjoyable 
pleasures of the metropolis ! What happened to thig 
young and zealous officer we do not know, but we 
think he should at least have got his stop for his con- 
summate coolness. 

In the afternoon of the 27th, ono of those sad and 
tragic incidents took place before which all are forced 
to bow, and which pierce all to the heart. Death 
knows neither times nor seasons for his unwelcome 
visits; without warning he swooped down in silent 
flight upon us, in terrible mockery in the peace and joy 
of this summer sea, and carried off' in. her sleep the 
only child-treasure of her desolate father. The solemn 
hush of death lay heavy on our ship, and our little 
world was changed to stone. 
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In the glowing calm of the following afternoon, the, 
placid waters of the Arabian Sea received the dearest 
charge a fond father could give it ; and after lingering 
near the hallowed spot for a short time, \^e steamed 
slowly on our way for Bombay. .The fimeralHservice, 
which was attended by all on board, was most im- 
pressive, and the scene a most dreadful and painful 
one. 

We saw flying-fish for the first time on Christmas 
Day ; they scuttle away from the ship in flocks, no 
doubt looking upon us as some hi^ devouring 
monster; they generally fly about 100 yards close 
over the water, looking very much like quails from 
their straight flight. One came on board last night, a 
little fellow like a pilchard, with long wing-like fins. 
We have also seen bonitos boun^g over the water, 
chasing them for long distances. 

, It is diflScult to believe we have been eleven days at 
sea from Suez ; the weather is so heavenly that wo 
nearly sleep away time in a delightful languor, only 
now and again playing perhaps a lazy game at quoits, 
so the days fly quickly past. After dinner our ex- 
cellent little band of twelve plays to us, and occasion- 
ally couples are seen, gently dancing imdor the soft 
moonlight: over any flirting of which some of our 
amorous pilgrims imy have been guilty we will draw 
a veil. 1 

Many of us sleep on deck, for our cabins are now 
very eldse. The Southern Cross we have been se^g 
for some nights in splendid brilliancy; it is a very 
groat disappointment, being simply foiur stars like this 
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* * * ^ and about the same distance apart as oUr 
Great !^ar stars are from one another. A word about 
our ship. She belonged formerly to the P. and 0. 
Company, But was sold by them on accotmt of her hot 
being able to carry freight, having been constructed 
only for the accommodation of passengers. She is a 
splendid sea boat ; Js very strongly built ; has high 
bulwarlcs like an old frigate, and is barque-rigged. 

Wc both intend travelling across India instead of 
going round with the ship. Wo shall miss seeing 
Ceylon, but then we shall have more than three weeks 
in India, and shall see Jeyporo, Delhi, Agra, Lucknow 
and Jienares, and try to got up to Darjeeling, from 
which wo shall sec the Himalayas and peaks over 
29,000 foot high, the highest land in the world. 



‘ CHAPTER IL 

• THE CRADLE OF BRITISH INDIA 

Bombay. — Natives. — Fish and Fruit Markets.-^ Jugglers. — 
Malabar Hill. — Towers of Silence. — ^Vultures. — The Gover- 
nor’s Band. 

Watson’s Hotel, Bombay, 
January 5th. 

Here vre are in this India — so full of the picturesque, 
so full of glorious light and rich and varied colour, 
so biimhil of artistic feeling in everything — the 
streets glowing and palpitating under a steady blazing 
sun, so relentless and wearying, to residents, so grate- 
ful to the poor smoke-begrimed sunless Londoner. 
Ah ! how' I '^h you could see these crowded streets 
under this flood of sunlight — streets teeming with all 
the different castes and races of India^ turbans of all 
shapes and sizes, the different-coloured costumes, the 
lithe, nimble, almost naked forms of the lower orders, 
so miserably poor in physique, such thin bony legs 
and arms, so like sticks in their thinness, and all so 
solemn aRd serious, and so noiseless as they glide 
along. It is indeed entering a new world — a regenera- 
tion — ^where everything has to be learnt again, and 
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has to be seen to be learnt— where everything, down 
to the humblest detail, has for one a n^, powerful 
and absorbing interest. 

We landed early this morning, and we find it so 
baking hot, notwithstanding that tlw is llie ‘cold 
weather,’ that our thinnest clothes feel like winter 
ones, and we are obliged to provide, ourselves with 
others — simple brown-hoUand suits. The new part 
of Bombay is quite splendid ; our hotel being sur- 
rounded by magnificent buildings, public offices, all 
new. They are as . fine blocks of buildings as one can 
see anywhere, and are, much favoured in bang sur- 
rounded by beautiful and well-kept gardens. Wo 
drive through the city ; the old parts of which are 
far more picturesque and interesting than wything 
to bo seen in Egypt. The people seem almost skin 
and bone ; the men often have fine features, and Some 
of the women are pretty, and many have ftarms of 
great beauty. The type of fsice is new to us, and I 
dare say we cannot yet understand it. We feel dazed 
at the newness and variety of things. We go through 
the fish-market, said to be the finest in the world, 
where there is a great busy, smelling crowd of 
nearly nalced natives. The sable women, heavily 
bongled, both on their ankles and wrists, large 
rings through their ears and on their toes, and a/ 
metal button through their noses, carry on ilmr 
trade amidst apparent great excitement and much 
shouting. There are here all sorts 'of fisl^tqisite new 
to US', and torn four to. five feet in length, down to 
innumerable little ones of an inch or two long, and 
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nearly transparent. We also notice huge prawns, 
five or six^indies long, like small lobsters. 

In the finilt'inarket, to which we next go, we are over- 
whelmed by Uiv perfume of rich and mellow fruits, in 
all the vat^y which this fierce sun calls fortl^ - Oranges 
and banahae, mangoes, pomegranates, and other fruity 
luxuries we 'see, and some we try; but I; have long 
heard of the Indian banana, and I ‘salaam,’ con- 
quered at once by her soft and witching charms. 
One’s first introduction to the mango is not generally 
a vefy pleasing one, and ours was no exception. It 
is a kidney-shaped fruit, three or four inches long, with 
a toi;gh, leathery skin and a yellow, fibrous, but juicy 
pulp, in the centre of 'which is a stone^ to which the 
stringy fiesh adlieres. It has a strong flavour of tow, 
turp^^e and musk, and reminds one a Ettle un- 
pleasantly of cats; and yet it is considered one of the 
Wst fruits of the earth ! 

From the balcony of our hotel we have just been 
watching some jugglers in the road. They have 
shown some very wonderful sleight of hand, but their 
great mango-trick we detected at once. Hus trick 
naturally takes some' minutes to do ; for, from a pan 
of soil which is covered with a cloth, first they show 
the mango sprouting, then after a short interval, a 
shrub, a foot high, is uncovered ; then, after another 
interval, a bushy young mango tree two or three feet 
high. While they endeavoured to attract our attention 
to their other tricks, a number of natives, confederates 
of course, crowded in front of where the maigo-tnck 
was preparing, manifesting the greatest interest in the 
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other tricks that were going on. Another confederate 
managed then to got the differ^t-sized trees under 
the'covermg, and to plant them; but the-Musion was 
destroyed l^y our seeing him do it. < ", ' v 

Jan. Wi . — ^Another cloudless, still and. bsking day. 
A thick rich sunlight on the dusty roads, ^hich seems 
quite palpable, it is so intense ; sleepy old palm-trees, 
with their sharp-cut shadows on the ground, and 
dense foliage-trees giving a deep and grateful shade, 
into which, however, it is not always easy to get What 
the temperature is in the sun, I don’t know, But I 
see it is 86° in the shade. Many of the large trees 
here are ablaze in splendid-coloured blossoms, and 
the flowers in the gardens are superb. They grow 
with all the gentle ease and luxuriance of our weeds 
at home. 

This afternoon we drove round the Malabar Hill, 
from which there is a beautiful view of the city 
beneath, just across the green tops of a forest of High 
palms. The sea, too, looked calm, peaceM, and 
beautiful ; and near where the tiny waves are rippling 
indolently to tho beach, wo see where the Hindoos are 
burning their dead, their fires burning brightly all 
night long. 

We went to the ‘Towers of Silence,’ where the 
Parsees leave their dead; round white low towers, 
without ornamentation of any sort, about twenty 
yards in diameter, and about twenty feet high. They 
are in a large inclosure — a perfectly kept garden 
on the MtJabar Hill, full of beautiful tropical flowers, 
shrubs, and pahns. It was horrible to think of 
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what is isnacted in so peaceful and beauti- 

ful a spot , We saw the vultures sitting in a row 
all round iihe . top of one of these towers, lazily 
tileaniii^ t^eur. beaks, no doubt just after savouiy 
dish of fet Baraee. They looked, from th^ rather 
insolent indifferenbe of us, as if they thought they 
belonged to a higher order of creation, r^arding 
u^ as a conquered race, as wo do the Indians. 
As they are never molested by man, and as they 
are the only living things which gorge themselves off 
humeih flesh with impunity, there may be said to be 
some colour for their insolently apathetic looks. 
Perhaps it 'is that their familiarity with our species 
breeds contempt 

The oldest tower is a little over 200 years old, and 
one of them, apart from the others, is used only for 
criminals, whose bones are not allowed to mingle with 
tl^ose of the just We hadn’t ‘the melancholy 
pleasure ’ (as the undertakers say) of seeing a funeral, 
but we were told that, immediately after the body is 
placed inside the tower, the vultures swoop down in 
large numbers, and in less than half an hour only 
bones are left When the vultures have had their 
feast, the carrion crows, which have all along been 
waiting behind their masters at a respectful, distance 
for the crumbs, rush in, and not only pick the 
bonq^ clean, but polish thCm. Some days afterwards 
these are deposited in a well in the centre of the 
tower,' .to the companionship of those of gen^ljiohs 
of thmr. caste who have gone before. , > 

There are a large number of Parsecs hmro. They 
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are a very intelligent race, very loyal to ojir rule; and 
are the most advanced of all the Indians, jiaving little 
of caste prejudice ; occupying vrith their ladies a social 
position Unknown to other Indians, and ehd^yuuring 
to adopt the best features of our European civiliza- 
tion. ' ’ 

In the evening we heard the Governor's band, 
a most excellent one, and well led. Thcope was 
nearly a full moon shining, and a great number of 
people wem ^joying the music and the deliciously 
cool evening after a blistering day. We hearSmuch 
nice music, including a new waltz by Waldteufcl, 
‘Toujours Fiddle,’ a soft dreamy waltz which seems 
very popular. Music must be the food of love, for wc 
were enraptured with everything, and especially with 
the solemn'splendour of these Eastern nights, so vast, so 
quiet and stiU, so fuE of peace and rest. Music never 
sounded sweeter ; and it was being tom back to ea^h 
when it ceased, and the cares of the day came>ste^Jing 
upon us again with the thought of bed, 'mosquitoes, 
and other earthly discomforts. 



CHAPTER HI. 

A GLIMPSE OF OLD INDIA. — ^A NATIVE STATE. 

Journey to Jeypore. — Vaiieties of Animal Life.-^ Arrival at 
Dak Bungalow. — Sacred Cows and Brahmin Bulls. — ^Fine 
Streets. — ^Amber. — Sacred Alligators. — Temple of Goddess 
Kali — Rival Scavengers. — Public Gardens. — ^Native Cricket. 
— Native Jeweller. — First Symptoms of the Curio Mania. — 
The Prison. — Laws of the State of Jeypore as regards 
Women. — Coiners and Warders. 

Dak Bungalow, Jeypore, 

• January 10th, 1882. 

We hired to-day u travoUiug-servant, called ‘Fer- 
nandez,’ at something loss tlian £1 a wook, out of which 
ho has to keop himself, and to attend us during our 
stay in India ; we bought cotton quilts and pillows, not 
only for tho railway-travelling at nights, which aro very 
cold, but also for the Dak Bungalows, which do not 
provide bed-clothing of any sort. '* 

Dak Bungalows aro Government quarters for trayel- 
lers, and we hear that they are often unprovided even 
with cooking utensils as well as bedding. For the long 
railway-journeys we have also to take a ptovii^n- 
basket, {or it is seldom that re&osliments can be got 
at the stations on the line. 
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We tear ourselves away from' Bom^y>‘ we 
have found all so interesting, and at dys we are 
in the 1^|un for Jeypore, in a most oomfottahle saloon 
carriage. 'Ad the first>class carriages in vJ^dia are 
saloon carriages, with lavatories, and a good .supply of 
fresh water. For half a rupee we buy a bunch 
of delicious little bananas, and a basket' holding 
nearly three dozen luscious Mandmin oranges, We 
soon pass away from the town, and get among the 
broad v^aving crops, which look thick and heai^, and 
which have a great and pleasing variety of toe and 
deep colour. There is the densest of palm-fprests 
outside Bombay ; the slender graceM stems ai^d the 
cloud of feathery foliage, deep and gloomy — a 
majestic silence against a deep-toned evening sky — a 
few gorgeous bars of gold in a sky fast taking 'its 
flight to the lands of the West, in an unrivalled blepd- 
ing and harmony of richest though quiet colour ; a glow 
and tone such as no eye at home can ever see. When 
we have watched the varied landscape fade ^ntly 
away, and have seen the day to its end — and how 
short these twilights are ! — we are joined by a friend 
who has accepted our invitation to dine in our .carriage 
with us. We are not without our home luxuries 
here, testified by a freely passing champagne' bottle 
and ice ad libitum,. 

‘ .ti^velling is very slow : we think 4i8g!P8C6folly 
BQ*, tot 'yet it seems quite in harmony wiw ltofeel- 
ii^'-df repose there is in everything. I^‘,.j3i^;;night 
we pass through Baroda, and the next mdnto? etoke 
up at Ahmedabad, where we get breakfast after a 
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comfortAl^..|B^t; k tilie excellent beds are 

fitted carriage. We charige braks here, 

getting & nkrow-gauge lina The mqpm^ is 
shiverin^y cpldj but immediately the lifergi^g sun 
is up, we ate thawed and happy again,' In our 
carriage tiKe thermometer before sunrise .was only 
42°, whereas at midday it is 84°, ■ - 

After leaving Ahmedabad we are made conscious of 
the immense amount of animal life with which the 
counby! teems. On either side of the line, for 100 
miles from Ahmedabad, are -countless birds, ill the 
greatest variety ; and troops of big monkeys, which, 
jump and scamper about in the most grotesque 
and laughable way, jumping over one anolher, 
scrambling up trees till the branches sway again and 
again to breaking point. In the little acacia trees, 
close k the line, we see quantities of the long loosely- 
wof «i nests of the weaver-birds in the shape of a big 
bot^e. We see foxes, peacocks, storks, and waders 
of many varieties; swallows, kingfishers, kites, and 
buzzard-hawks; parakeets in thousands; and an 
immense grey bird called the Sams, which stands as 
high as a soldier; with many other birds quite new to 
us. In £mt, the country is like a huge Zoological 
Garden ; lliis being so because no shooting is rilowed 
in thefikate. ' 

Ah l'.‘''yrhait pictures we see going tbroi]gh ^lis 
couniit^jjrf the sun, over fertile plains hidden 
wavisg through rice, cotton, and sugjki^pae 

fields <^wii^ in this flood of golden siml^|]^.f y‘^ 
our ri|^%'en a jdatform erected on four high suniiSer 
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poles, covered with dazzling golden leavsi of the 
Indkn com, stands an Indian girl ; her graced, flow- 
ing flgt^, cutting the fierce light, unhampered but 
with scahtiest garments at her hips, with filing in 
hand ready to hurl at any intruders amongst her 
crops. What light and shade ! Her sable self and 
platform, and their shadows in strong relief against a 
sea of gold ! What pigment, what painter^ without 
fire on his palette, could even suggest this living blaze 
of light ? 

We see many similar models while passing ^ough 
these glowing scenes. Wo see great fields of castor- 
oil plants — one might almost call them trees, they 
arc so large, and so handsome with their large and 
many*pointed loaves. 

Soon the landscape changes, and we go amongst 
hills covered with low forest trees, and high, thick, 
dead grass ; then, past undulating hills, with granite 
showing through the thin soil in huge boulders, nnd 
here and there bursting forth into mountains of 
rock. One more night in the train — one more 
viciously cold morning, and with a sun which again 
sails up unclouded in all his oriental splendour, we 
arrived here after a journey full of interest and 
with little fatigue. The line has not been open more 
than a year, and the native life through which' we 
ptofied is still of the most primitive and picturesque 
chfimoter; one tribe, many of whom we saiir, still 
having their hows and arrows. 

After re:^hing the Dak Bungalow-^thfird Vt6 no 
hot^ here— and getting rid of the dust of this 
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long joQiB^ in % d^dous bath, we went into the 
city, eeid to Be the finest and most inteiee^Oig of the 
modem dIdeS of India, having a populations^ about 
100, It is about two miles squaro, smmaaded 
by hi^ walls with lofty towers and fiim gate- 
ways, all , being of spotless white, rdieved with lines 
of pink in poor and stiff design ; the Mahamjah’s 
palace and entire city being coloured in the same 
way,„giTing one the idea of its being built of white 
and pink cardboard. 

iW^effact is dazzling, like the sun shining on snow-*- 
the sflteets and all but the people in glaring white ; these 
unoonscmualy artful people putting brilliant colour 
in the econe by their different-coloured Snd beautiful 
Costumea Seldom do we notice people dressed alike. 
We see many elephants and camels; and in the 
Streets the sacred cows wandering about at will, and 
appai!|ntly picking up what they want from either 
the street or the stalls of tho natives. The main 
streets pf tho city are very wide, clean, and well-kept , 
tho principal ones being forty yards wide — ^nearly as 
wide again as our Regent Street 

We also see extraordinary little carrit^es; their 
tops h|||K dome-shaped, like the end of an egg, with 
rod oanRbs hanging &om them. These are drawn 
by huge Brahmin bulls. In the Mahartyah’s stah|e'> 
thero are about 300 Arab horses, many of them 
splen^ aniTmalfl , and each horse having itn 
attendant, who showed himself most pmsd^ 
chaige, and most anxious to win our approbabejA , 

Wo started at 6 30 this momiitg for 
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Amber, the old deserted natiVe city ol J^rpore, 
having first obtained the necessary permission our 

political officer. Amber is about five miles fimm tho 
nev city, and is beautifully situated by the of a 
lake, and in the midst of hills. In the lake saw 
alligators, which are sacred, until they l^ome too 



OXEN AND OAllT. 

fond of the lean humankind here, when they are 
chased and killed; the bangles, anklets, nose and 
toe-rings, found inside, being returned to their late 
proprietors’ sorrowing families. The latter part of the 
way wo performed on elephants, which the kindly 
' Maharajah supplies to English visitors who are properly 
introduced. They climbed the hill above the lake, on 
a pipnade of which the old ruined palace stands, 
mmih'd jt being built of white marble. On this we 
am ipleiodid white marble carving, very chaste and 
beauti^.m design, and lattice-work of the.Mme 
material-^estonishingly rich and c^cquisite worki full 
of delicate finish and great beauty. ' ' 
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Th|i60 |fttiiei;ationB ago, ftad all ha» was as busy as 
an ant^BMiest ; but tha signing bouse kft then, and 
took vitb ibm all the population, abot^ 100,000, 
to tha ttsm city. The old city is now all in dirt and 
ruins^ but it still holds about 6,000 inhabitants 
The^e are monkeys skipping about the trees, and 
squirrels too, and green parakeets, with long tails, 
chasing one another, and screaming shrilly all the 
while. 

WiUun the palace we went into the temple, where a 
goat is still offered up daily to the tSoddess Eali We 
were haj^Uy too late to see the slaught^, but we saw 
the sickening evidences of it, as well as the repulsive- 
looking and multiform goddess wrapped up in lino 
olotha 

This ‘Eali,’ who has many other names, is tbo 
consort of Siva, the destroyer in the Hindoo Trinity 
-*th^ elements being the ‘creator,’ the ‘supporter,’ 
and the ‘destroyer’ These poor people, in their 
gross superstition, but with some worldly wisdom, 
devote apparently all their religious attentions to 
appeasing the anger of the god of destruction. Siva s 
We has been much displeased and disgusted over 
since the daily human sacrifice has been discontinued , 
but they say the boys in the neighbourhood wear a 
far less anxious expression on their faces now than 
they used to do. Much to our annoyance and 
the liastem quiet of this temple was desecra^ ottr 
ettidgklrlaoed Christian friends will allow the ifW)^y 
a pa^eff Anglo-Indian Goths, whoso noisy Kiragger, 
inteOn^t^g the devotions of the natives, Was on a par 
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with th^ 0 (»)idti.(it of their dogs^ irhich, tmoo&lMled by 
their roastos, ran about appropriaUng etezythjng they 
could find^ even licking up the blood of the eaconfioe ! 
Oulr guide tells us there is splendid tiger-sboothig on 
the hills near here. 

Going through the main square of the oity this 
morning, we saw many thousands of pigeon^, in a 
perfectly compact mass on the ground, being appa- 
rently the same bird os our blue rock. AH were very 
busy with what is thrown down for them every morn- 
ing and evening. 

In the afternoon, in another street, we saw the kites 
on the ground in about the same numbers. Thrpu^- 
out the East these splendid birds divide the scavenger- 
ing with the jackals ; but I fear the latter get little 
more .than weU-polished bones, and as varied hnd 
indigestible an assortment of articles as find' their 
way into jhe basket of a chiffonier &om the Baris 
gutters, for they don’t show up tiU night, when all the 
fun is over, and then have to content themselves with 
fighting and tearing one another over an old hcose- 
cloth, and in keeping a weary humanity awake and 
tearing their hair over their discordant wailings. 

Ihe kites betray no fear of man, and they will oSbeaa 
swoop past one’s head, nearly brushing one with tbehr 
powerful wings if they want anything near 
on ground. It was a strange sight, partienkt^ tO 
an llllij^ia|»raan, to see these kindly natives tijriing to 
av^ distxirhing either pigeons or kites, 0^ ^fte- 
couldn^'t help comparing the different stslB 
at home, where, with few exceptions, our 
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only lum )>Mn mtufiod irkon ibey ha^ ^urovra iibe 
enl^i^EC^ cl ttoi^ At 

Wimk ve nirare contemplating the viev ftoim one of 
tlm mined tmmoes of tho old Palace at and 
watching a pigeon sunning itself on a ledge quite 
close to US( and in all blissful ignorance of danger, 
one of these kites in a grand sweep carried it off as if 
it had been a %> so neatly and quietly, without even 
disturbing its ffiends sitting close alongside, or giving 
it tiroe to complain of its gross rudeness. 

The Public Gardens hero oro really superb, being 
most beautifully and tastefully laid out, with a wealth 
of roses and other flowers in full bloom around us 
Here again we hear soft and sweet music, played by 
the Maharajah’'^ band, under the leadership of an ex- 
cellent master; and again we have ‘Toujours Fiddle.’ 

What a fascination and enchantment' attend such 
beautiful spots. A calm still ovening aq| air laden 
udth the scent of fragrant dowers, and all still so new 
wd strange to ua Hard by on what would have been 
a creditable lawn oven at homo, cricket was going on, 
played entirely by young Indians, students from tho 
college here. Their costumes did not quite accord 
with the noble game. 

Seeing us watching them, one came to us, (ted in 
. catmdlent hkiglish pressed us to join them, sayfnghe 
HiMl fure we could teach thmn something We dteiht- 
. ]|Mt( Qotdd have done this, as their form waa fKjf^pl^iiiikg 
j^l^ jlljgilish, but being much put of practice, we ,teok 
and patriotic course of not dij[fg^aeii)|f our 
AMHIltty W an exhibition of play which id 1|^ and 
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probably would, have ended in disastear with the first 
well-pi^hed straight ball 

Thjsre s^m to bo no mosqnitoos here, for neither ^of 
us has been at all troubled by them. Xn Bombay it 
was veiy different, Do Bosco being terribly bitten by 
thorn, a quantity of them getting through a tiny hole 
in his ,gauzo curtains, and nearly pulling him out of 
bod. I havo not boon bitten by anything np to the 
prosont, which is much to say and to be thankful for. 

Wishing to soe some of 'the native jewellery here, 
our guide tokos us from the main street down narrow 
dirty alloys, through courts, and a iierfoct labyrinth 
of filthy passages, up a rickety narrow staircase 
into a little room in which one can barely stand 
erect, and where we are received by a salaaming 
merchant, who takes his valuables from his little 
boxes one by one with the most tender caro. We try 
to got up<a littlo enthusiasm over these rude and 
primitive-looking ornaments, but wo find it most diffi- 
cult, excepting with a very few of them. Our guide, 
who is also our friend, and who scorns very desirous 
of preventing om: being imposed upon, wishes us to see 
the wares of other jewellers and to compare prices. 

B^ore getting to tho next shop we hear higlr and 
angry words between our guide and a native whom we 
have not noticed before. Immediately afterwards our 
little fsBow springs at the other, who, however, ttfinr a 
mom^t of indecision and wavering, bolts, unable'* to 
face tho assault An exciting though wbiQlIt 'riun 
ensues ; we see our mentor deliver two esr tfafee 
and punches, and the other has vanished, * litpt 
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but goue befom* Our litde hero, exulting in victory, 
teUs U6 tibis other savnge was trying to get to the 
otjijW chops first to get his, commission, m weU as 
vrarxui^ them not to abate their extortionate prices. 

De fiosoo here showed the first symptoms of the 
curio malady, and was tempted to buy one or two fine 
pieces of gold work at one of these latter shops, one 
bemg a heavy necklace which was adorning the neck 
of the young merchant, a fine swarthy, handsome- 
featured young Indian, with large soft eyes, a necklace 
which weighed down nearly forty of our sovereigns. 
Whateveftr lady is fated to wear so great a weight 
when we got home will have to siicritice much comfort 
to appearances, but no doubt one will bo found with- 
out any difficulty to do it. 

We visited the Prison, tho governor of it being 
English. Everything in it was irreproachably neat, 
clean, and orderly, and the three himdred prisoners 
seemed more than contented with their lot. No 
heavy work is done here, tho heaviest being the 
grinding of wheat, which being always done outside 
by women, is considered degrading work for men. Bo 
they dislike this, aitd kick a little at it. Excellent 
rugs and carpets are made hero, a few of which we 
have purchased. They have a great talcut for copying 
old Indian and Persian carpets, of which tho Haha- 
mjaht has many of groat value. 

Some years ago au English-speaking Jew boirpired 
o|^ of these from tho Maharajah, ostensibly fdt |ibe 
laU^tjOblA purpose of copying its great beauty. This 
swtib^ytie Hebrew felt so keonly the ebarma tbie 
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quite too Bupeiiatively utter ceacpet flmt to veftod. 
Viimafllf awey with it, aad after diveis ittWSie MUUgU" 
mentB Wi^aots «oi in ‘ the law,’ it has fotmd a festij^jf' 
place, we hear, in South Kensington, our QowiBtohent 
having purchased it for a fabulous sum ! 

There aro Very few women here, for these poor 
meek and humbled slaves seldom offend against any 
laws. Most of those had been long ago deserted by. 
their husbands, and then, for a miserable food and 
shelter, had found at last a homo in the mud4ioyol of 
some other Indian. Their husbands hearing o^ this, 
perhaps some years after, would charge them with 
adultery, and notwithstanding their wives’ utterly 
helpless condition and their own infamous desertion, 
the poor women aro sent to prison for long periods ! 
Such aro the laws of this Native State of Jeypore, and 
such the lot of the poor Indian woman, against whom 
tlio glittering gates of mercy are for ever shnt, aitd 
whose silont life of suflering excites no pity. Oppressed 
smd dishonoured from her birth, treated as an animal, 

* unwooed, unwon,’ having hoard no soft words of love, 
having given no trembling, welcome answer. She is 
tti p>pTy given and taken. 

we were in the prison a gang of coiners were 
lm}Ugtit in, all chained. Wo watched the opfflfation 
of 'taking off their chains and replacing them with 
the ones. They seemed rather contented fhan 
otherwise with what was goii^ on, and showed as 
mu n h interest in the chains being hamme^ on tlfpm 
as if they were bwng put on some one elsei. , ^ 

We saw very few warders about, and I am snlj att 
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EnglM^ uro^ g«t out or ia just as 

pleM^ QOQUait a robb«^» and be in ‘his place ag^ 
b^ii»»1lia iriw missed. 'I^e guards at the spates oer- 
td^jdlld have old flint-and*&teel Brown Besses, but 
then ^016^ vfw& useless, for there were no flints in the 
hammers; it reminded one of the Irishman in Ihe 
sedan chah with the bottom out, who said if it 
‘hadn’t been for the honour of the thing he might 
as w«U have walked ’ 





CHAl’TER IV. 

THE HOME OF ASIA. 

Leave Jeyporc for Delhi.— lis present Size compared vith that 
of Its greatest Days. — The Pearl Mosqne.— Palace of the 
Moghuls, — Tomb of Ilumaioon, Scene of Hodson’a Oaptnre 
of the Sons of the King of Delhi. — Kootub Golnmn. — Se- 
fleotions on the Past,— Bathing Tank. — Cashmere Cate, — 
Assault by H.M. r)2nd Foot. — Capture of Delhi. — Obse- 
quious Natives . — Ohjclx tie Luxe . — Indian Crows.— Chandni 
Chonk. — Au honest Thermometer, — Native Funer^ds.— 
Leave for Agra. . 

Delhi, January ISth. 

We loft Jeyporc l»y tlie C.30 p.m. train on the IjOth, 
jmd reached bore at 11.30 the foUowing morning. 
We found our quilts and pillows very useful, for it was 
very cold in the early iiioming. What we saw of the 
country durmg the night was as flat as a billiard 
table. At all the numerous stations at which the 
treinetops there are crowds of natives, as* docile and 
tractable as sheep, and all huddling close together 
like them, yet showing a great deal of excitement 
amongst themselvos. Those oro ah pUgnins on'tiieir 
way to different places, and many of them very faat-off 
}>lacos. Our hotel — Northbrook — though the best in 
Delhi, is a very indifferent one, and the city is dis- 
apjtomting. It strikes us as being poorer, dirtier, and 
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having less ‘ go ’ about it, than any of the others wo 
have seen. It is now only the shadow of the mighty 
city it once was — a city which during its splendour 
covered a space nearly twenty miles in length, hut 
Avluch at the present time is not more than seven or 
eight miles in circumference. It has boon conquered 
and reconquered over and over again, and many past 
Delhis have extended over the land far beyond its 
present limits. The Persians were the last to rob and 
'despoil, it, and this was in its most glorious and 
wealthy epoch, when, (vccompaniod by a great mas- 
sacre of its- inhabitants, they carried off loot to the 
value of £100,000,000 sterling. 

The sluggish and muddy old Jumna runs along- 
side the city, which is siirrounded by the flattest of 
flat coimtiy, but still a green one, and this stretches 
away till it is lost in the lioat and haze of the distance. 

I*will not enter into details of all we have seen 
hero. The Pearl Mosque, a fairy-like wonder in 
marble, worked by tho patient labour of slaves, is 
perfect in Orientcal fooling. It is filigi-cc work applied 
to marble, and how white tho marble remains in this 
climate ! and how dilibrcnt ffom ours, covered with 
thick filth and greasy soot, 'fhe Jama Musjid, the 
finest and most superb mosque in India, with its 
throe shining cupolas, is built chiefly of a rod stone, 
much of it being inlaid with white marble. In its 
character “it is very simple and impressive. Another 
marvel is the Palace of the Moghuls, also built of 
whitest marble, inlaid with richest mosaic work of 
jasper, lapis-lazuli, agate, garnet, and many other 

8 
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beautiful stones. In this palace, amongst other marvels 
of barbaric wealth and splendour, was the world-fiimed 
pttacockithrone, but all went in this last Pinrsian con- 
quest. 

Outride the walls of the pre^nt Delhi for nearly 
eleven miles, we pass through a level country and an 
awful scene of desolation: the remains of bygone 
Dcihis and their greatness. We see the immense 
tomb of Humaioon, its dome rising high into the sky • 
We had seen so many tombs to-day and felt so weary,- 
that we thought of saying a last good-bye to one 
another and taking to the two best ones we could 
find. We now approach the great Kootub col,unni, 
which is one of the wonders of India, being the 
highest as well as the most richly carved column in 
the world. It, too, is built of red stone and white 
marble, with texts from the Koran most beautifully 
traced on it ; but from the fact of its being a simple 
column of great height, it is impossible to be fasci- 
nated by any great idea of beauty in it — but still, 
people rave about it. 

. From its top we look over these eternal flats on a 
scene of desolation and ruin. We can understand now, 
and, feel, the vast and limitless past of India> its glory 
and its shame, its splendour and its decay. Wp can 
read now the chain of its history, woven in tradition, 
superstition, tyranny, slavery, and war. Wo can see 

* This is the tomb in which, daring the Mutiny, the two eons 
of the Bong of Delhi were arrested by Hodson, and, while on 
their way back to the city under his change, were most un- 
warrantably hilled by him. The tomb is seen immediately on 
the left of the Kootub Columh in the illustratu^* . 
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a littk It all 1 I 16 B 113 . Tho beano of a savago 

vanity/ of 'ferocity and weakness, the homo of bar- 
lumc splendour and a. squalid poverty, of •glittering 
pageants ^d bowing crowds, the careless, sensuous. 
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toUing, millions, the massacres and wars — the jewels 
and dross for which the nations of the world have 
sti?t4h ! 

There is a^large and deep brick tank hard! by, 
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water in which, far beneath us, looks green and stag- 
nant. Here are a lot of naked men and boys, who get 
on to th» rounded dome of a mosque overlooking the 
water ; with a run and a jump they are in mid air; 
another moment and down, down they go at an awful 
and increasing velocity a distance of seventy feet 
below. We hold our breath, but not for long, for with 
a ‘ whish ’ they have met the water and disappeared ; 
a second or two more and they reappear 'and make 
for the steps of the tank. The action for all thp world 
is like that of the gannet, when from a height he 
beholds his prey, closes his wings, and cleaves the 
water like a dart, except that the bird enters head- 
first, and the human diver feet-first. One or two who 
made the jump were quite little boys. It was an 
interesting sight, and the ‘divers’ moneys we gave 
them were ‘ well ’ earned. 

Outside Delhi we wore shown where our assffults 
were made upon it during those awfril times of the 
Mutiny, and which 70,000 rebels held, unable to face 
the 7000 troops with which wc hold them in check out- 
side. What times of terrible trial, endurance, hardship, 
and heroism those were, and what noble and splendid 
characters they revealed ! Our guide here was an old 
Irishman, with brogue fresh from the bogs, broken 
"down in health, gasping for breath from asthma. He 
showed us the Cas^ere Gate where, when the assault 
was determined on in that ever-to-be-remembered 
September. m 1857, ‘The explosion party, consisting 
of Lieutenants Home and Salkeld, of the Bengal 
Engineers, ti^e sergeants of same corpe, Burgess, 
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Carmicbadl, Smith, and a few native sappers, in 
the of a very hot fire, crossed in succession the 
precarious timbers of the battered bridge. Lieutenant 
Home first lodged the powder-bags, each*weighing 
twenty-four pounds, at the foot of the gate, which had 
been closed in panic by the edemy. He then jumped 
into the ditch along with Bugler Hawthorne, of the 
52nd Foot, who was to sound the call for the column 
to advance. Lieutenant Salkeld placed the next bag^, 
and in arranging the fuse was mortally wounded, fall- 
ing intt> the ditch below. Seijeants Burgess and Car- 
michael, in endeavouring to do tho same, shared his 
fate and fell below. Sergeant Smith, more fortunate, 
after stooping to ignite the fiise with a lucifer, and 
warned that it was already alight by the upward flash 
of the portfire in his face, jumped into the ditch, and 
was saved. The next moment there was a loud crash ; 
an(^ the massive gate; through the wicket of which the 
enemy kept firing, was shattered with a tremendous 
explosion, and the 52nd Foot, which had watched 
for this signal, not hearing the bugle-call, but seeing 
the rising smoke aloft, dashed over the bridge , tmd 
entered the city. The Victoria Cross was conferred 
upon Lieutenants Home and Salkeld, and also on 
Bugler Hawthorne and Sergeant Smith immediately 
after,* 

Our fellows knew full well what this assault meant ; 
death stared all in the face, and almost all the first 
who rushed In met it — hwt not aU. That day Delhi 
was taken, after months of patient toil and suffering ; 
but only with a loss of 1,200 of our officers and ihcin. 
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Our own guide was himself in the stormi^paity, and 
before reaching the moat was knocked ‘ iosinsible ’ by 
a ride-boll; but this didn’t stop him, for ‘very few 
were in biforo him.’ He took us to the different spots 
where oiir batteries were posted — always nearer and 
nearer to the walls — told us how they smashed and 
crumpled up the thick wall yonder, and how, when 
this last battery was unmasked, the rebel shot tore 
through the air all round them, and where* this and 
that noble life gushed out, their last thoughts speed- 
ing away to the iKsaceful liome in the West, lat away 
over the waters. 

There can be no disappointment in this, for Ide can 
but Ijo freely and nobly given up to one’s country. 
'I’liis was given or ready to be given by all, even by 
the few faitlilul Indian troops, who stood by us in that 
dark hour of trial; but wo tlid feel disappointed at 
the ('ashmore (late itself, built as it was of stucco Q,nd 
bricks, and not so high or important as photographs 
liad led us to expect. 

How courteous and respectful these poor gentle 
Indians are ! how cringing even ! and bow humiliat- 
ing it is to be tlto subject of salaams so unmanly and 
servile, and a submission so abject ! Subjects, all of 
us, of the same (juocn! What volumes thdr de- 
meanour speaks of the vast gulf between ns — a gulf 
fed with the waters of nnsympathy and indifference, 
as well 08 ignorance of tlic feelings of the people, and 
a gulf which must ere long either widen or nanow, 
and which with gentleness and love will vanisl^ but 
which with indiffbfeucc, neglect, and injustice,, will 
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become aa in whose righteous storms our rale 
msy pass ! 

Not ouly are the natives so obsequious, but the 
police everywhera ihroiighout our line of travel salute 



us, as if we were military officers of distinction. When 
at i^mbay we first noticed this custom, whiph cer- 
tainify doesn’t obtrude itself much upon one’s not^ 
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at home, we tiumed round to see Vhat^ important 
person was the subject of so much fuss, but thtte 
no one. I think at the particular moment each 
thought ^ must have been himself whose martial 



A NATIVE POLICEMAN. 

appearance called forth this mistaken salute; the 
next moment ho was sure of it, and wondered that he 
hadn’t found it out before; but after this we noticed 
all the policemen doing the same thing. Oh, how we 
felt drawn to those swarthy men, and thought we 
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never such smart and intelligent-looking 

fellows* and that their pay (whatever it was) was a 
pittance for such patient merit ! 

The principal street here is full of shops*of a most 
seductive nature, especially to ladies. There aro 
jewellers’ shops full of ancient and modem jewellery, 
(said to be far the best in India), cashmere shawls, em- 
broidery work, and inlaid metal work. De Bosco has 
l^ought a quantity more jewellery here. The old mer- 
chants in these shops, which are all open to the street, 
(dre a Itudy. I saw one old sbrivelled-up fossil sitting 
cross-legged behind a number of open trays, full of dif- 
ferent sorts of grain, with his eyes lazily opening and 
shutting like those of a tortoise, a perfect cloud of our 
common sparrows being about him, like so many flies, 
and helping themselves from his baskets. I saw con- 
;sciousness return to his eyes, and then, after watching 
them for a moment or two, he slowly, but with what 
he might consider great energy, brushed them away 
with his hands in the most pleading though helpless 
way — ^they of course retummg immediately ho had 
relapsed into his former state of semi-consciousness. 

The impudence of the sparrows is great, but not to 
be compared with that of the crows, which become 
quite too transcendently utter, after the first novelty 
is gone ; they are wherever they are mt wanted to 
be, paj^cularly if there is anything to eat or steal 
They are gifted with a lai^e amount of reason, and it 
is their great delight to get into people’s rooms, parti- 
^t^rd^ly into the room where is some invalid lady who 
caaV-well move; they then proceed in the most 



40 


SUNNY LANDS AND SEAS. 

boisterous way to rip. and tear and ste^; In open 
defianco’of her and her feeble endeavonre to get rid 
of them. They bully without pity, and are cause 
of much profanity. 

Wo went to a little shop in the main street, the 
Chandni Chouk, to get some old gold coins. Hero 
there was another wrinkled and shrivelled-up old 
mummy, with a hide so ridged and hurowod that we 
had to look a long timo before wo could find in whic^ 
crack his eyes wore ; an old sinner, our guide told us, 
who was worth his millions of rupees. His bod^ was 
quite ready to bury ; yet there ho was, still at it, ‘ th6 
ruling passion strong in death.’ He was weighing 
some silver bars when we attracted his attention. He 
looked a hundred years old at least, and his body, as 
if it had been dead since ho was a middle-aged man, 
as an Americaix would say, ‘ kind of dried up like, 
since then.’ His wrinkles, when they opened, wqre 
umch lighter than the rest of his skin because they 
so seldom saw the light. Ho evidently suspected 
our intentions, and with the greatest reluctance let 
us see one old coin at a timo. Some he wouldn’t 
let us see at all. He pretended not to know what the 
common bank-notes of the country were; at all events, 
ho wouldn’t take them in payment. The Government 
notes of India were nothing to him. He didn’t recog- 
nise our rule at all, wiis quite independent of jus,, and 
impatiently demanded silver rupees. Yes, they were 
‘ good enough.’ He evidently hated our race md nde, 
and tumejd us with an unmistakable grunt . > 

soon as he was paid his money. ■: i ' ' 
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Yesterday here iras very cold and unpleasant, and 
vre were Hterally shivering in our ulstors all d&y long. 
It was impossible to believe that a thermometer, which 
we bought in Bombay, was not deceiving us when it 
shotted a temperature of 62 °. De Bosco, withoufr that 
rare judgment ho displays on most occasions, testily hit 
it against the table, as ho said, ‘ to make it go down, 
to some at all events reasonable temperature.’ We 
thought it would have gone to nearly freezing-point ; 
but no, it had a rectitude which rcihsed to flatter! 
Qne Harder blow than the rest, and its proud heart 
cracks, its life-blood spilt on the floor ; its thin thread 
of life is gone, its spirit fled ! — scorning to flatter, it 
died a martyr to unassailable truth ; slaughtered like 
the dog Golert, in the full merit of a great action. 
Within five minutes of that cruel murder, some unseen 
hand and imhoard voice led us to whore were many 
siiiftilar thermometers, their silent Angers all pointing 
reprovingly to 62 *. Its blood was not altogether spilt 
in vain, for it has taught oim hasty hands forbearance, 
and our fallible and passionate minds caution and 
control ! 

We have seen several native fimcrals. The body, 
which is as thin os a wafer, and seems to have shrunk 
nearly away to nothing, is carried on a bier by natives,' 
who hurry along the streets at a run. The bodies wo 
saw were being taken to the Jumna, into whose yellow 
waters they were to be thrown. They were covered 
with bright red cloths, and had fresh flowers strewn 
over them. 

This afternoon we leave for Agra, the city of the 
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Taj, tlie glory and the pride of India'! We have long 
had visions of it, and we have delighted to conjure up 
its image, pnsubstantial, toweling silently in ^e sky 
like a mass of golden evening cloud, which flings back 
to the setting sun its lavish colours, and in soft mur- 
muring answers of gold bids farewell to the god of 
day I Our hearts beat quicker as we think that by tO; 
morrow we shall havo actually seen it 1 It is like the 
first meeting vrith the beauteous woman who is, you 
know, to enslave one by her soft witchery and resist- 
less charms. May wo bo not disappointed ! 



CHAPTER V. 

THE WHITE BLOSSOM OF INDIA ; AND LUCKNOW, THE 
CITY OF SORROWFUL AND PROUD RECOLLECTIONS. 

Journey to Agra. — Beautiful Scenery. — The Taj. — Its Beauties. 
— Fort^ Palace, and Mosque. — A novel Tug-of-War. — Biver 
Tortoises. — A sad Incident relieved by a homely one.— 
Parakeets and Squirrels. — A beautiful Juggler. — Mongoose 
and Snake Encounter. — Arrival at Lucknotr. — ^The Well. — 
The Besidency. — Graves of noble Men. 

* And so sepulchred in such pomp dost lie, 

That kings for such a tomb would wish to die.’ 

Laurie and Staten’s Hotel, Agra, 

■ January 13th, 1882. 

We arrived here last night at 8.30, having left Delhi 
in the afternoon. Tho railway travelling was again 
very slow. This may bo owing to the linos being un- 
protected ; where there is any protection, it is generally 
by banks of aloes or cactus. Tho scenery was again 
as flat- as possible, and we passed through dry mud 
flats, covered with knobs of dry short grass and by 
mud villages, nearly hidden in deep foliage. Can 
jisppiness or contentment bo known in those simple 
homesteads ? Generally speaking, tho land looked 
well irrigated and astonishingly fertile, with fine crops 
ef wu^-cane, wheat, and barley, great fields of 
iBtustacd^ goigeous in its yellow flowers. Here and 
there we. saw «>lndians, unclothed, working at the 
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crops. Of course we always have the 8te^4y bkjmg 
sun, unclouded in his course from earliest, moon till it 
sinks exhausted from a nature which it has parched 
with its lilting heat The travelling is ixry dusty, 
hut one has to put up with it, and, after a certain 
amount, it matters not whether it is an inch deep 
in the carriage or only a quarter ; and then these 
saloon carriages have lavatories attached, which are 
a great comfort. The railway stations all along 
tho line are very interesting, for, besides the native 
litc in them, the flowers are most gorgeous.* The 
llougainvillca and Hibiscus are ablaze in red bloom ; 
and, amongst other things, we notice that instead 
of tho old station bell, they have a piece of railway 
rail, about three feet long, suspended by a piece of 
wire ; this, when hit, clangs m a very effective way, 
and is sounded always before the train stailB. , • 
We And this hotel tho most comfortable one we have 
yet been in, in India ; but they arc all poor, and one 
has to put u]) with much discomfort. Wo take our 
own bedding — that is to say, our quilts and pillows — 
sheets one may dream of, but on them, certainly not. 
For ten mouths in the year bedding is imnecessaiy, on 
account of the heat ; but now it is very necessary, and 
. tlw traveller himself has to provide it. All the hotels 
are hafosted by jcwollei's and other native tradesruon, 
who think nuthuig of waiting nil day long on the 
chance of doing business with us. The hotels, Jifefe 
tlie bimgalows, are only one story high, and; oboln^ 
being a most important t)bject, they are cj:i^traoted 
with deep vora^las all round, and having ^ne ^eed 
bUuds instead of windows. One of our rooms 'in 
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DdUd iutd oineteen separate and distinct entronci^s 
'out'' of it, each one accessible from the street, and 
as far', as eidmr security to life or property is con- 
o^ed, one might as well sleep oh the turnpike-road.! 
In the bedrooms of the hotel wo notice a request, 
often seen before, and which naturally excites our 
blood to boiling-heat. It is actually a request ‘not 
to 'strike the servants,’ but to report to the pfo^ 
prietor any misconduct, etc. It is simply insulting to 
any but a low ruffianly coward to have to read this ; 
but the savage, uncontrollable beast who degrades 
himsolf so low as to knock the poor meek people 
about, deserves himsell' a taste of the cat. 

Agra, January 16tb, 1882. 

We have seen the Taj, the most beautiful tomb on 
earth, the most ethereal-looking building in tho world, 
biylt to a stainless woman, in stainless, everlasting 
marble. There is a feeling of the most sublime peace 
and rest in its towering domes of pearly white ; and it 
is so beautiful that one submits at once to the soft 
chains and gentle bondage which silently steal over 
one ; criticism being as idle and out of place as tho 
microscope would be out of place near it. Before its 
soft majesty and ahnost supernatural sublimity there 
is no place but for admiration. It is difficult to ' 
believe that it belongs to earth, and that one is 
hot dreaming — it is so lovely, so white and pure, 
dazzling like driven mow in this long reign of sxm. 
Is., the world behind us with its rough ways, its tears 
ifeerismne burdens ? And are ^sse the shining 
glhamil^ portals of a celestial home and heavenly rest ? 
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Spellbound and in silence we look upon itrdfliZ^> for 
we now know that in beauty and grandeur it is the 
most stupendous result of man’s dreaming that the 
world can show, and the most perfect suggestion on 
earth of those ‘ mansions not made with hands.’ It 
testifies more to his power over the unseen and of 
his ability to seize upon the infinity of spiritual 
beauty, than any sight on earth. It seems unsub- 
stantial as a vision; yet a vision ‘sensible to feeling 
as to sight,’ and from whose snowy bosom there comes, 
floating on the downy wings of silence, a message of 
gentle peace, a solemn harmony which makes all nature 
round it drowsy. 1 f stones ever breathed forth sermons, 
these spotless ones of the Taj do. 

One can neither describe its splendours nor one’s 
sensations as one silently beholds it. Every part of it, 
inside and out, is wrought with the most consummate 
art, and carved as stone was never carved before, and 
its interior inlaid most richly with precious stones in 
exquisitely beautiful devices : Rajputana furnished the 
marble and red sandstone, diamonds and jaspers came 
from the I’unjaub, cornelians and agates from Thibet, 
coral from Arabia, sapphires and lapis-lazuli from 
Ceylon. It reposes on the banks of the Jumna, in a 
large and beautiful garden full of Eastern flowers, 
bright-foliaged trees, and sombre cypresses — every- 
thing to make the wondrous white of the marble more 
vivid It was built by Shah Jehan, in hemour of h& 
favourite wife,' not much more than two htmdred 
years ago, costing nearly £3,000,000, and is said to 
have taken 20,000 men seventeen years to con^lete. 

It first bursts upon our astonished eyes as we pass 
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UQidw 'ft^BpIondid arch of do^ rod Bto]ie;,a httmg 
frame hrt vhat wo soe fiirthor on ; m avonuo of dark 
cypresfles and other trees appears before us, •and down 
its <joni*e a long white marble tank with rows of foun- 
tains in it* At the end of this avenue of mingling 
foliage is seen the majestic entrance of the Taj, and 
its centre dome of pearly white, rising high into 
the blue sky, and all reflected in tho water at our 
feet, If India had nothing else, this alone would be 
worth making a pilgrimage to, from any part of the 
world. ■ 

Walking at the side of this tank we come to 
thb traces of white marble on which tho Taj rests, 
and a world of white is before us. The majestic 
doorway confronts us. sct roimd with texts from the 
Koran, in Persian characters. Entering with awo and 
reverence this shrine of art, wo And ourselves in a 
sofbdptd light, which scorns as ])alpablo os tho white 
n^blo, which gives it life, seems iitipalpable. Wo sec 
the polished walls of flockloss marble rise high, ending 
in a superb vaulted dome; and before us, on a platform 
in the centre of tho flooring, rests the tomb, inlaid in 
exquisite mosaic. All is tho sublimest type of beauty 
one con see, and nothing can the world show to 
wondering eyes so beautifuL 

After tarrying long we leave the interior, drunk with 
its beauty. We have seen where lies tho woman who 
has received a more glorious sepulture than has fallen 
to the lot oi^sny human being before in the world, lond 
more glorious, \an perhaps any will have hereafter, and 
a buh^^hSt vrhiox ^by its surpassing loveliness will guard 

4)-— '2 
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her domains to all time. It stands there also a monu- 
ment of what the world could once do for its dead. 

On Icav^ig the interior, our guide wished us to see 
the view from the teirace at the top, to which wo 
now climbed by winding stairs. Prom thw terrace, 
from wbiol) rises flic to])most dome, we hod an un- 
broken view over tlie Hal but Miiiling country, as far 
os the soft pal])itatiiig light of distance would allow 
UK. Wo HJiw the <juict old .linnun dragging its weary 
Course along, till it was lost in tlic distance; wh$r8, 
far away over these vast [dains, its }ellow waters shall 
mingle w’ith tliosc of the (langes, and in a turbid flood 
go down to the ocean togidlier, jKvlhitod with festering 
corpses and with the tilth ol inillions. 

This tiipiiKtst dome is iiiliahitv'd by countless thou- 
Siinds of hats, which wc disfiirhcd on entering, llio 
inside* was jveri’ccti) black with Ihoin flyuig round 
and round, and the odour From thwn the most jper- 
foctly otVensivo yciu can imagine It had ouo point, 
wliieli .some might legard as a Idessing — viz., its 
novelty; hut we didn't so leg.crd it, having as fur back 
as Kgypt eeased the attempt to elassiiy the infinite 
’Varieties of smell wc met with after leaving Europe. 

In the fort at Agra then* is also a perfect mosque 
and pakee, the former being a cjuadranglo of superbly 
carved white marble, witJi a flooring of from eighty to 
one htmdred jards scpiarc, all piu-o, stainless, and 
snow-white 1 From the jtalaee theit* is a splendid viiow 
of ^0 Taj, two miles away, lying at the flodo of the 
river. With 'this in sight, ouo con hardly up 
any interest for beauties w*hich elsewhere wcfi^ l|aot 
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onl^ vzQiti6> the greatest att^tion, but which wofild be 
suffidahit to attract people from all parts of the world 
to im aud to wonder at • 

The bid dty of Agra is of great interest, as well as ' 
the diiva through its narrow streets, choked up with 
peoplft The shops are all open to the street, each* 
.being about the size of a cell, and merchants are 
sitting in them cross-legged, with aU their wares ex* 
posed icx sale. In the upjtcr door of these houses 
and in the balconies wo saw a groat many women 
and girls. In fact, the streets and houses were 
thronged with life in all its varied phases. 

Oh* these deepening sunsets and their afterglows, 
how splendid they ivro ! and the .still breathless even- 
ing air, how solemn it is ! W'hat a reign of rest is 
here both night luid day, and bow differont from the 
continuous chilling and discomforting winds of Eng- 
land, So hindering to outdoor pleasures, and so destruc- 
tive, to the higher contonijilai ion ol nature. Hero a 
great tranquillity and rest lie heavy on the earth, and 
harmony and tone give a swing and unity to nature, 
from whose pictures all insidious violence is kept by 
an unseen and skilful hand. Why do not some from 
our hordes of artists, who jostle and tread on one 
another at homo, como to this new and unrivalled 
so full of poetic fooling, and abounding in a 
weSlth of romantic and mythical sentiment ? 

On our way yesterday to the river, a little below the 
Tl||, our' attention was riveted to a grand subject fitfsir 
d large picture. There was the broad rivor ooundng* 
and playing aloi^ between its shores of sand, and 
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coming from the far distance ; two miles smey frintly 
rose the massive fort and city of Agra ; in ths laiddle 
distance, on our left, rose the majesde Ti^ tnth her 
< pearly domes, ethereal as a cloud, glotiring m the 
shimmering heat. On our right, on a sandbank in the 
river, vas the nearly picked skeleton of a Hindu, vrith 
vultures still tearing flesh from it. In the foreground 
was a knot of native girls, washing their supei^bly- 
colourod garments on stones at the river-side, some-of 
them bathing, and their unconcealed figures flowing 
with lines of groat beauty. On all this the rich sun- 
light fell. One of the great difficulties would be to 
determine how much to suppress of all these incidents 
and details. 

Wo were sitting sketching by the river, where it 
has oaten away the bank so that it forms a Steep wall 
of earth about thirty foot high, and just opposite to 
this skolotou upon which the vultures were so bard |tt 
work. These rcjuilsivo-looking creatures excited our 
ire. Wo felt a lellow-fecling for our fast-disappearing 
brother; every moment there was le.ss and loss of him 
for us to love ; but when they at last delibemtely 
selected sides, and had a ‘ tug of war ’ over his remains, 
the ‘best out of throe jmlls’ to decide, we gave up 
our work and lo{>kc(l on. At the third pVill the ‘lope ’ 
Imeke, and then foUowod a rough-and-ttunble in the 
sand for it, for, in vulture gastronomy, it evidenti^ was 
an entr^{l) most iTchenhe. In the short souffle 
which took placo we wore unable to see wbieh won 
the greater i)ortion of tbo prize; but, both wifre 
satisfied for the time, for each took a 
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gulpietg 4own,aU tho while most vigorously. Whmi 
iQiem g(^ &t it our British iustinotR 
within us, and wo delivered a qjpiick fire of 
stmMii'hHo their midst, hut, of course, none hitting 
them^^they never do. How many piles of stones 
biggejt tlum tho Pyramids have been thrown by 
human, beings for every object hit ! In tho shallow 
water Iby this sand-bank wo counted olovon immonso 
river-'tortoises with their heads just out of tho water, 
et^joying a morning siesta. Though they wore as (big 
as cart-wheels, wo hadn’t better luck with them. They 
seemed very la/y and quito indift'erent to stone- 
thxowiUg, except when tho fire was very hot ; they 
would then disap])ear, and, when our attentions 
ceased, they rcturaed Our last endeavour to slay 
something was just before leaving, when we saw 
stalking about in the water, thirty yards away, a 
hiuge adjutant bird, dressed in light grey, with a 
smsill head and huge beak, like a pair of garden- 
shears, a long bald neck, and standing, I should guess, 
fully five feet high. Tho expression on its face as it 
caught us, rod-h,indo(l, in tho act of throwing at him, 
was most comical. It mode two or three long hops 
and jumps, and then gut on tho wing, unscathed 1 
These, and it seems everything else in India, are 
saoied, including oven crocodiles ' The Hindus kill 
nothii^, and never even think of doing so ! ^ ^ 

Whsbt a number of wells there ore throughout Ike 
kuid, wild 'how picturesque they arc I— how replefift in * 
«et»4mid how -soul-satisfying to an artist in all 

There is a sense of deep and quiet 
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drowiwesB in eteiiytlung, and on all is ^ sb0Mi>cil to 
unnatural and joyless dignity. lofia *31 

laughter, hut here there is none, and evett msiiflEhl- 
nesB has long since fled from a land which 
known it Lethargy seems to have spread her pft^e- 
rons wings over all nature, for tho leaves stand still on 
the trees, and the air itsolf is silent and heavyi^ How 
true that ‘ drowsiness shall clothe a man withi^fags 1’ 
but how, when all nature seems in so deep a fpt, Cto 
man but follow in its sleepy stops ? In this case, too, 
the proverb was a little too timid, for wo only noticed 
one rag, and sometimes not oven that ! ' 

In Joyporo is a large w'oll which we jlre^[t|toily 
passed. It is in the middle of a dusty road, 'aUKthed. 
over with shading trees, and the ever-present dusky 
men and maidens and oxen at it, seem half at dost as 
they slowly fill their pitchers with tho precious fluid, 
and exchange tho greetings of the day. ThtostoS 
here studies, or rather ready-made pictures, whiifli one 
might paint for over ' 

Last evening, as I sat at simdown on a terrace of 
the Taj, overlooking a courtyard belongii^ to a 
wretched native hovel, and absorbed with the beauty 
e£ all around mo, 1 was distracted at hearing the 
nsbst piteous wailings Immediately afterwards a poor 
Indian girl emerged from the hovel, evidently in the 
greatest di6tre.s.s, and weeping most bitterly, £cljflowed 
by three Indians, one of whom carried a 
fuU of water. Tlvo girl, as well as she could 
her tears, was speaking in the most be80eohiti||^nd^) 
but she was only answered by rough htod & ^ W^ 
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VMWI «iid load talking by tko men, 

'lilw>t|dl| |KMlir|d>l ill? I wondered; and was t]us« 
nuM^ Viedidne<man ? or was it some proceeding con* 
nee^ ^ntk their miserable religion t The ruffian with 
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dbu'lllblirinnw filling his hand with it, dashed it ink^r 
fiMdlntkt HA much force os if he were trying to dil^ 
ker> ?ke poor girl, naked to the* 
tt p H iljl M w^ as crying violently. One cd the 
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Other men now brought out some straw, which was 
placed near the girrs feet and Kghted,^ whilst she Was 
bent overvit so as to catch as much smoke as was 
possible. She now began to cry worse than ever, and 
sneeso and cough and choke, while more water was 
dashed over her. Wlien the straw was all burnt, 
and the water had boon fill thrown at her, the third 
man placed over her a dry blanket, and the poor thing 
was then allowed to get \m*k to her miserable den^ 
What it all meant I cannot guess, but the incident 
tilled me with much sadness 
In the morning wc watched for some time the much 
more pleasant incident of a young Indian mother * 
playing with her little bab^r, just in the same way as 
our mothers do at homo ; both ol thorn wore as full 0/ 
joy and love and laughter as any mother and infant 
one could find anywhere It was a touch of that 
nature which makes us all kin The great elements 
of human leoling are everywhere tlio same, in eve]Qr 
land and in every breast 

* The parakeets liei’o are in gi’cat numbers ; they are 
very green, and have very red bills and legs and very 
red eyes. They are very inquisitive too ; immediately 
one sits down they come about in numbers, and, 
alto as close an inspection as they dare to make 
they circle round and scream with as much alarm as 
if one were a new sort of hawk. The Ultlo gfoy 
squirrels, too, aro in great numbers everywhei^'tiiey 
are very fu«ny and pretty, and so tamo that 
^ actually touched them with our sticks 
ing them in th© streets. They are great 



JMTJVE SERVILITY. 


' SS 

I saw three of them, very quietly and with great sly- 
new, exee|i down into a horse’s nose-bag, which was 
hung on a small tree. I crept up, trying to catch 
them ; but they were all out of the bag in an instant, 
and immediately put the tieo between me and them, 
and though I could hear them scampering round as 
I ttaa. round after them, do what I could they were 
oltrays on the opposite side, and the most I could see 
of any of them was the occ<isional tip of a tail 

^yherover we go we have these noble-looking kites, 
^ey are all about the hotel now, sitting as thickly in 
some of the trees as the rooks do at home. Wherever 
WO look wo can alAvays sco them either soaring above 
o» on the look-out from some trees, or very busy op 
the ground. 

I was much struck yesterday at a little Indian lad 
who carried the painting materials to the Taj. On 
laiy* giving him .some mcaioy lor his trouble he first 
covered his face with his hands, unable to look up 
urldazzled at so lustrous and divine a creation as 
myself, and then ho umde several deep ‘salaams’* 
'nearly to the ground ; all being done with the greatest 
ceremony, and with a servility as humiliating to me to 
be the object of as it was for him to accord. 

Hill’s Hotel, Lucknow 
Januaiy i7tb, 

Ot$last day in Agra we spent in ‘ loitering ahoilt * 
a last look at tho glorious Taj Ip the * 
f the hotel we watched a troop of jugg^ti^' 
to give us a tasto of their skOl, eon- 
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spicuous amongst thorn being a mother and her child, 
a Boft-eTod^ pretty daughter of Eve of about seven- 
teen, who won more hearts by her soft, pleasing ways 
and languishing looks, than she startled our eyes with 
the wonderful feats of her art. Their juggloiy un 
irithout doubt very wonderful, but it is an art prac- 
tised irom i-einote ages and handed down from parents 
to children, so that it becomes an hcreditaiy 
One trick whiuh struck us the most was the mixing 
up of three yellow, red, and blue powders, in a 
little cup of water. IMicn they were all three Well 
mixed, the girl drank the moss off) and then washed 
it all down with a cup of ordinai’y drinking water. 
Presently she blow tlu' three powders from her 
mouth into separate papers, each dry and unmixed 
with the others f. 


Another wonderful thing we saw was a fight be- 
tween a mongoose and a snake, llio mongCoal is 
like a grey fcn'ct (but twice or throe times the sixe) ! 
and, in sporting parliuico, having ‘ sparred for an 
opening ’ (the siuikc all the time trying to seize the, 
mongoose with the kindly object of crushing it), it got 
the snako near the hoiul, which wc saw and h^ud 
tmonchod in its mouth The snake tjben lay apper^riy 
Ufeless and bloody on its hack, aafa after a .Short in- 
terval, during which the snake shows no sigpa <jL lifo, 
the juggler touched it once or twice with a wood, 
when it soon bcgiui to revive, iuid after a 
passes was as lively os ever ! > ' Apt 

Many other wonderful things they did„ but, pd* 
herself was still the most attractive foattHjdtiaMMBft 
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show, hor plewing appeamnoe being' only matired by 
her Jukrving the usual blood-red mouth, from choviog 
the bot^-nnt, as almost all the po(^lo hegre do. A 
silver bangle was presented to her and placed on her 
wrist by one of our friends, who was greatly touched 
by her Qharms , but, like licr white sisters in tho West, 
she unsatisfied, luid pointed with pleading eyes 
to 'iter other pretty arm, ou iihidi was — nothing] 

t H^er her ceasing led to .uiything we knew not, 
overcome witli sadness .it so much be<xuty having 
so much of unloveliuess behind it, we loft, seeking the 
conflation of ‘ tin gom'es 

Wd loft Agra at ({13 last night, reaching Luck- 
now at 7.30 this morning <uid have woikcd hard 
to>day in seeing the cit^, whwh stems more modern 
and with less of Indian cliaraitir .ibout it, tlian tho 
native portions of the other otics wo ha\o seen The 
many palaces, coiu'ts, .111(1 sipuiies hoio look very white 
and brilliant in the snii, hut tlu're is a suportioial, 
Bntmmagoin look .ihout thtm wlmh wo <.uinot get 
over, after having just tome bom the T.ij , hut it will 
always be hallowed in the memonos of all by tho 
sufferings and heioism ol tho sm.ill l).uid of our be- 
sieged countrymen — .ind t ouutiy women too' — who 
fought tho hordes of robcl sepoys, .uid rojiellod for 
weeks and weeks their dcspei.ito assaults 
We Want to the different jioints of atUck mode on 
thi xebel positions by our rtlieviug columns, and saw 
the'|llMiB8 which were so stubbornly fought for, and ell 
^ ivero saddened by being tho spot where Ian 
iiWV t ^ ^ tonics, VIZ gm and tome water. 
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bearer of some never-to-be-foi^tten name ; where 
blood flowed in streams like water, where Tebels were 
batehere4. by our frenzied soldiers to the ntunhctfa of 
thpnsands, fighting to the last man in an efuflostire 
fifom which escape was impossible. We were led 
from one spot to another, from one building to 
Another, all in ruins and tom and shattered (ihpt 
and shell. ' 

Having just road a detailed account of the r^4f pf 
Imcknow on the Ceylon, it made everything a{^ear 
very vividly before us. We could picture these conit- 
yards in those terrible times, iuU of wreck of smashed 
brickwork, mixed with fr.igmeuts of bloody clothing, 
rotting human bodies, and broken weapons. The 
shouts and yells oi our soldiers, who were at their 
swift work with the bayonet, the sharp shriek, the 
(quivering body, the sweltering heat of the sun on all; 
the corridors round the ( om-ty.ird fuU of maddened 
sepoys fightmg to the deatli, neither expecting Httt 
wanting mercy, the air thick with stench of putrefying 
bodies and smoke and dust, the rattling of mUidM^, 
the deep patches of thickening crimson blood, the 
tom ltdtUcs with outstretched, stifieued limbs, as if 
death had come upon them while they were in the 
^act of dancing 

Wo see a well in which after this stmg^le hundreds 


upon hundreds of sepoy bodies wore thrownM^e 
rotten, the dead, luid the dying, topsy-tuttyj hut 
gorged, it couldn’t take them all, so the xeat%|d» 
{Sprinkled over with earth in the comer 
closure yonder, their clenched hands and Ajjfcpwbs 
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stftrti&g oofvemg of eartb, oluu;^ 

atid'lHUMiMl roots of trees. 

W0>^ tiunugh miles of desolation and^ shattered 
bt9i£li^l»ii|S, and at last approach the Residency, wMq^ 
vlia so closely and hotly invested by the mutineatia 
1%4>liuUdings hero are all marked, as if they had had' 
Sllall^^X, and badly too, in many places the bullMr^ 
actually confluent, being in largo blotches | 
lilfliL see the great holes and gaps made by the 
esddidag shells and roiuid-shot through the remnants 
‘^Idddled and ruined Wcdls 
TC|b« little churchyai-d here is overflowing with the 
of those who tell during tliose terrible wo^, 
amongst them are the graves, loo, of many of omt 
OCii()ntiywomeii ! ' Wo have paid our homage to-day to 
|l^y graves, and have road, in simply recording 
Aefpd#; the names of many whose names will never die. 
Jinaongst them those of Sir Henry Lawrence, Sir 
S^njy Havelock, and Major Hanks. Touchmgly simple 
in the inscription on one tomb — that of Sir Henry 
httWrence — ‘ who tried t(t do his duty’ Wo also saw 
the grave of the evcr-inoinorablo Hudson — ^ho who 
killed with his own hand the Iving of Delhi’s sons I 
'iWe have seen many native funerals here One sees 
a littld crowd of these .ilmost naked wretches nitining 
the streets, two of them caiTyuig the corpse, 
shrivelled up to nothing. There is a bright 
^Hoth over it, and the usual flowers. We were 
'it was being taken to the river. As they 
I streets with it they make the weirdest p 
S, sounds which one can neither call i 
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not intonmg, yet having a great doel of ail 
time about them. We have given up eatih^ fish in 
India; a^a&ty idea crossed our minds tome time ago, 
and since then wo cannot dlsossociato them from Uio 
inddent of the lady’s husband and tho eels in the 
‘ Ingoldshy JjCgc'iuLs ’ 
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CHAPTER VI. 


THE HOLV CITY OK THE HINDUS. 


BttUttes.— Pilgrims. — Tho sacied Ganges. — Buddha. — Mnsque 
i0£ Emperor Anrungiscbe. — ^Pilgrims purging thenuelTes of 
j^ns. — Indian classic Models. — Burning Ghaut. — ^Well* 
to-do Priests. — ^Practices stopped by our Government.'— 
Temples and Idols. — Fakirs. — Oisappomtmont at Age of 
Bnildings.— Strerts. — Brahmin Bulls.— A temblo Fright- 
Jackals. — A Martyr. — ^Monkey Temple. — A further liink 
for Darwin. 


Clarke’s Hotel, Benares, 

t ^ January 19th, 1882. 

We MTived horo in this sacred city yesterday, after 
EH ^even hours’ journey from Lucknow, through a 
perfectly flat but marvellously fortUo countiy all the 
tyay; splendid crops of cereals, mustard, and castOT'- 
oil, and largo mango trees, being dotted all about the 
copntiy. 

The stations were, as usual, crowded with pilgrims 
goio^ to various sacred places. It scorns to us, that 
ehopcft the whole possei^er traffic Ls composed of th^ 


Sind nearly naked people; a loose cloth thrown ^ 
shoulders, a turban, a doth about their 
aMJ|3^ neveivabsent brass pot for water, called 
' ti> oomprisQ^^e whole of their lE||g%nr 
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T]^, wpn&en Mm » little mote clotliaig, Aa4i ia addi- 
iitige nose-rings and ear-rings, and metal bangles 
' faal&iiray^&om their wrists to their dbowat, net &fegetp . 
ting huge toe-rings and big heavy anhleta' uuy 
oany their whole wardrobe about with them, Ihe most 
important feature of which is the number of metal 
rings and bangles, ear, toe, and nose-rings and enlclets. 
They are a poor, uncivilized, and degraded people, a 
whole family living together in one small mud room, 
which constitutes the house, with a bit of ragg^ 
thatch on it The native quarters of the towns Sire 
almost always simple I'ows of mud rooms; but in fdties 
like Joyporo, Agra, and Lucknow, the streets are gene- 
rally very narrow, fa)’ too narrow for vehicles of any 
sort, and the houses arc very high and the rooms like 
pigeon-boxes. 

In the I'allway stations the natives are treated 
like iiocks of sheep; they arc driven into 4heir 
third-class carriages ; they arc penned in closely to- 
gether ; and, like shoop, they submit uncomplainiii^ly, 
always looking as il‘ they expected blows, to which 
fbfiy would bt)w in their meek and spiritless way, if 
they were inflicted ; but wo have never seen one struck. 
On the other hand, we have never heard one spoken 
to gently ; the nevor-to-be-mistaken note of j^dness 
we have never heard. It is all very sad ! Oim 
never try to gain their love, nor do they even 
understand them. It is too big and hopeless aj 
cur insonsitive counti^mon to tackle, 

4(tnaiU know, all their sympathies centred hi 
At ell the stations, immedjiately the 
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litljlBi. pots for water, which a native official liUs 
eaiit0S Icom a skin or from a large earthenware joe,* 
iMb>WS a drinking, rinsing of mouths, and a l 
bands. This goes on at every atarioa T!^'‘ 


5'^S 


svmy seas^ 

I I I ' ' ' 

ttuid-daM fSsro is less than a fitftibiQg per pi|3kjMi> 
gt$^t boon to those poor pilgrims. i 

With the nsing sun we wore away this nuwoing to 
the Giftiges, to soo the pilgrims bathing in its most 
holy waters. This surely must always bo ofits of the 
groat sights of tho world ! Away we go through the 
dusty streets and under the dust-laden trees ; the lew 
Hindus wo see standing .nbout do not seem to ifoel the 
sharp air nearly as keenly as wo do, though thoy ate 
practically naked. All nature is being illumined with 
a soft rosy light , 

Wo soon roach the city, and then soo tho pilgrime 
Stxooming down to tho river in thousands ; others WO 
meet returning, with diiiiping hair and looking very 
cold, with light drapery of the most entrancing colours 
loosely thrown about them Many of th^ we see 
now going down to the ri\cr have no doubt come from 
homes away in the remotest parts of India. What a 
strength of laith is here, and how wildly their heaa^ 
are now throbbing' lor haAO they not been waiting 
and longing for this da^ .ill their lives, and at last it 
has conic ' Thoy have come with others, who CfVery 
day in crowds keep pouring into this sacred dity, 
to become puiiticd by batlnug m its sacred waters. 
Wo are told that out of a population of 300,000, half 
of them arc pilgiims, ever shifting ! 

Benares is said to bo the oldest known habitatlion of 
man in the w orld, and time and tradition have saoieidded 
the city in the Hindu mind, down even to its very 1 

It has over been the head-quarters of his 
before tho great reformer Buddha came 
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otir Cfaxifitiaa erap, v(hsa he found e form 
ot inwilhipy a rehgion yravm tip with caste, thd moe(^ 
•misi^lgwa superstition and grovelling idailatiy, all 
e><fd^|Wi out of the sobbing cries of an early humanity 
to eCKtaething external to itself. All this he broke 
dow% destMying caste, setting asido the priesthood, 
abtdishing’%crifico and empty forms, appealing only 
to man's intellect and conscience, and setting hi| 
||toat principle of absorption into tbo Deity instead d 
the heaven of our own religion That religion now 
tyfuohoiy more followers than any other in the world ; 
but though Benares was its cradle, from which it spread 
all over India, and then eastward even to Japan, it has 
been expelled from tho land which gave it birth ; and 
Brehminism, with its disgusting practices, has once 
more resumed its reign 

The city is alive with people streaming either from 
^the iSity or to it What faces and forms we see, and 
what different phases of life amongst these crowds! 
We leave our corriago as we near tho river, and then 
deseed tho crowded flight of steps along its banks. 
Our guide tells us to-day is a great festival We make 
our way through the dense crowd, not one single man 
in whi^ evinces tho slightest interest in our presence, 
ot ej^ars even to notice us ! Hero and there some 
disfeatured girl, who stays our admiral ion, may 
look a second time, but immediately after- 
tkarda all interest fades from her eye. What a strange 
this is in the Eastern character. One notices ifc' 
^s^de^here. 

at where the steps ore washed 


bythepter. 
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S6i|ltjtg!4 Utile l&ore, for thoae who have seaaKihe^ for 
« li^t iasvb folt its dawn, it was a distractkm and ' 
•tit otf^i All are bathing and washings* and wet 
olhl^|^g drapery clings liko skin to rounded Ihnbs, 
idgures, occasionally more divine than those one 
seee 4h sacred pictures — for these l/ve and bi'eaihe. 
We hate seen to-day many forms which nearly rival j 
any of the classic models of Europe Some remain In 
the water for hours together, and are wrapped in 
^batpest thought and religious contemplation, all 
sl^gimg most earnest in their devotions. Even the 
y Sparkling-eyed little ehddrcn, like black (kipids, wade 
’jhltb the water and mutter their little prayers in the 
most solemn way 

We float dowir almost amongst them. Wo might 
bb invisible, for wo attract no notice , some wandering 
bye lights on us for an instant, but lor no longer ' 

We pass close to a baming ghaut, where tho fire 
Still lies smouldering, havmsr done its work; tho 
S^bes of tho burnt one have now only to be thrown 
into the holy river, down which bloated corpses are 
continually passing Fancy, if you c<m, bathing in 
such water ' and when yon have done fuicying that, 
imagine the possibility of diinking it, as they actually 
doi We saw one big body with two grey crows 
eldttillg on it going down the stioam together, the 
brobtt pulling and tearing away at it greedily No 
^d0ttbt tho fish have their fingers in the same pie, 

, ’ lb yre never touch the latter in any form. Fhilos<^hy 
I’J&kHjjjt tUsotufuUy deride us for this, but we have the 
of ibo soft-eyed maiden. Sentiment 
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Seed and there, dotted about mopfpli 
m the eteps, are inuuense umbrellas, mgiAA of TBO^io^ • 
an9 f^earlj flat ; under these are the priests, lilie^loiok ‘ 
for all tho ^nrorld like fat betting-men undet their tan* 
brellas at a racecourse ; and they must rahci ia ,^e 
money fast, for they seem very busy. It is work which 
seems to suit them, for they are (like many cS i^ei|r 
brethren all over the world) very comfortably &t and 
oily. When the people have finished their deyotioi^ 
in tho river, they go to one of these priests, and haye 
painted on their lorchcads a small spot of a sticky* 
looking substance (colour according to caste), for wMoh 
they have to pay through tho nose ' » 

Our Govonimont has put a stop to practices which 
used formerly to bo rite here, jiractices which were 
encouraged by tho priests, and which had the fnU 
approval of their barbarous religion. From all parts 
of India pilgrims used to come hero and drown tltem* 
solves m tho ihor They would bo tied between twC 
largo earthenvarc pots, and would then wade out into 
deep water, being kept afloat by tho empty jars. These 
they gradually Idled mth water, till they sank with 
them from tho gaze of the approving multitude on the 
banks. Other practices hcio which have been stoj^ped 
by us were the burying alive of lepers, and the bom^ 
ing, of widows with their dead husbands, or the 
pleasing altcmatuo of being buried alive 1 Gisaes 
occasionally occur even now of fanatics, from exceas 
of religious zeal, buiying themselves alive and 
curii^ without tho slightest difficulty tho 
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^'Mijllpiuta, iuid child in their village to help 
li #ll»* (Msitierve their purpose. 

* OUt'leaivhig the boat we walked into a ftw of the 
tempSIs (there being nearly five thousand of thw in 
BeiMffiNi)' Ih these we saw the repulsive-looking 
idols coirered with rice and flowers, and dripping with 
sMttd water, all thrown on by persons coming from 
the river. The temples were crowded with worshippers, 
and the floors considerably over the solos of our 
boots with slush of water, rice, and trampled flowers, 
ailyd the heat and smell roost unpleasant Little 
niches in the atoIIs of the streets h.xve each their 
hideous idols, and they too arc deluged with water, rice, 
«od flowers. 

Everything hero is worshipped, even pebbles from 
the river, the city’s dust, its cows and Brahmin bulls 
and frkirs' We went to one temple, sacred to the 
IhraHmin buUs, in which were many of huge size, 
frit,’ content, and greasy, garlanded witli flowers, 
eaiting all day long, and having no desire to change 
their lot, only praying lor a long hfo, not only for 
themselves, but also for the church which has done 
SO much for them AVhat a time these bulls must 
have] We thought we saw the eyelid of one sleek 
<44 fello^r droop a little as he looked at us , the next 
miXpMat, thinking we could be trusted, he gave us a 
ni0(4 tremendous and unmistakable wink, flill of 
dSbpCBt slyness and expressing volumes. 

^ 4 ^ cf the wells to which wo went — tho Well of 
-the water of which the pilgrims dliuk, 
flBed up with flowers which worsMlfKn 
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have thicnm in u offenngs. 

rotting and rotten flowers is absolutely 

its o^nsiveness, and the slush about it itt ; tiestly • 

auhle-deop! AU we have seen to-day, nxo^pting 

from the picturesque point of view, is pitiM and 

disgusting in the extreme. > 

We have seen here, as elsewhere in India, many 
‘ fakirs ’—our guide calls them ‘ holy men,’ but * black- 
guards ’ in the next breath. ITiey live in poverty, 
hoping they will be compensated hereafter for their 
present privations ; but it is said they indulge privately 
in the grossest licentiousness, and that they assume a 
sanctimonious appearance only to impose on the Very 
credulous, chiefly of the other sex. They go about 
almost naked, and cover themselves with ashes a^d 
paint their bodies. 'They never wash, and it is said 
they sometimes adopt attitudes in which they 
remain for fifty years, besides many other displays of 
self-penance. One wetch we heard of who had held 
his arm aloft for years, with hand so rigidly clendied 
that his finger-nails grew out through the back of 
his hand ! 

Benares being one of the oldest, if not the oldest 
city in the world, we had expected to find here build- 
ings of the very greatest antiquity ; but with One eat- 
ception none of them are older than the beginnls^ of 
the seventeenth centur5\ We were shown some' iifS^ 
posed Buddhist temples, a little distance fintn the 
city, and supposed to be older than the Christian ei% 
but they had no interest for us, because nothh^ 
liable is known of them. ' ' ' ' 
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IU> badly» thob materials being gene- 
ttnd little thin, dark-rod bricks, that 
• it «llW *nnimbles away in three or foui^ hittdred 
ySBilt 0lr is demolished sooner by the destroying hand 
of maOk Besides this, cities change thoir sites, as the 
rtTem in these endless flats change their course. The 
prteent bed of the Ganges is part of the old site of 
Benares, and we can see where huge mosses of arohi- 
to^tnio have fallen into the river, and whore much 
is ready to follow. 

We spend a long time in the narrow little streets 
of the city, the houses on both sides towering iip 
or ten stories high, and crammed full of little 
rooms, after tho maimer of a pigcon-cotc Some of 
^ Streets ore so narrow as to suggest tlioir likeness 
to rabbit-runs; no ■wheeled vehicle could pass down 
them; even those sacred Brahnnu bulls would stick 
wwjo they to attempt the teat, so they content them- 
selves with wandering about tho broader streets, few 
of' •winch are over six or seven feet wide, with all tho 
dignity of tho Grand Moghul, getting out of the way 
of tto one, and receiving a deal of homage and more 
of room from all, wherever they go 
^ey are perfectly harmless, except when one 
iginmes their presence, and has one’s corns trodden 
(th hy a hoof which seems as if it were worked by 
pressure; this will teach anyone manners, 
IK^ assures them plenty of room on a subsequent 
CfQCSsion, even if one has to flatten one’s self 
the wall to do it The la 2 y old brutes 
’^iiddently think they ‘ flatter ’ anything they tread on ; 
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BO do we» and we ‘git’, accordingly, as tib^ey ^ met 
thewat^r. , 

■Wf a terrible fright here last ly^t, hut,, 
hapjdly, arc both still alive to toll the tale, Our 
hotel is a little way out of the town, and in the dead 
of night wo were startled from our sleep by the jiaost 
piercing shrieks and wailings, apparently close at 
hand. Simultaneously wo called to one another, and 
simultaneously wc gasped out, ‘ Good heavens 1 what 
was that V Murder or mutiny must bo at its hlo<^y' 
work again, aud there is nothing between us and it, 
but a gossamor-likc reed blind. Oh for my tmujity 
revolver now! which foolishly I had left at ^e 
bottom of a trunk on hoard, thinking I should not be 
likely to want it. How I cursed my folly ! How 1 
swore I would be sti’a 2 ) 2 )od to it, if ever the light of 
another day blessed us ! There they are, those piteous 
shrieks again, tmd nearer still ; doubtless another poor 
victim going in agony to his long homo ! What a 
tcrriblo suspense this is I then oamo the qoickly- 
ibllowing thoughts of how tciTible it is to die so 
young, so far from homo ! how useless a life, how much 
better in the future if we were only s 2 )axed this tunel’ 
All thaso thoughts were sto 2 )pcd, as well as my 
straightening hair, which was by this time nsaify'' 
erect, by He Hosco turning over, and in a pn^Kt ' 
storm of muttering I only caught one word 1 xk^eg* , 
nised; it was that which came last, viz,, ‘Jaxhdut' 
Yes ; they were close to the hotel, and from the noiaa 
they made 1 should guess there must have beaaa ^ 
least eleventeon thousand of them, for they make J*/' 
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Ai|3^ most dispropoirtionate to their size, 
tlrtmi that which cats would make were 
tb^ iia, as cows and the shrieks of jbortored 
woQ)^ ‘ jEiVety ten minutes till dawn ^d they 
awaken tut in this way, and every ton minutes did 
De Boeoe as regularly make use of language which he < 
never learned on his mother’s knee 
We met here a very pleasant Anglo-Indian member 
of the Church Militant, goiAg on his way rejoicing to 
Eoislwd after a veiy long residence in India. In the 
Oottrae ttf conversation wo said how interesting we had 
&und India, as well as the manners and customs of 
the natives, their picturesquencss, and so forth, and 
ending in a rhapsody at tho glorious ^\cather. He 
was now fairly worked up, and looking at us with 
a fane full of tho most sublime tenderness and 
pity, he said in a way which carried conviction 
with it: 

‘live here for only one year, and then come and 
talk to me of India, the country is only lit for natives 
and salamandors ’ 

‘But surely,’ said wo, ‘the manners and customs of 
the people are very interesting and i)ioturesque 
He simply replied : ‘ Theur manners ' they have none , 
an^ tiuhr customs aro beastly ,’ and ho added ■ ‘ When 
1 home I will never allow tho word “ India ” to 
hl» iRPdtioned in my house, excepting it bo always 
oflXt^Qiled with that of “ pension ” ’ 

posed rather as a martyr, hut his jovial face 
tb^lterous spirits soemod absurdly incongruous 
position he had assumed, and we fait bq 
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<K}uld havo acted more successfully the a Ftiar 
Tuck or any Mark Tapley character. 

Amoi^t other strange temples in Is the 

‘ Monkey Temple/ a temple dedicated as uMial to our 
old friend ‘ Siva/ the god of destruction. This temple * 
is a red building, and its architecture mostliaiitastic, 
with much of nearly fuU-roliof carving about it It 
is surrounded, as well as crammed, in every con- 
ceivable place and in every conceivable position, with 
monkeys of all sizes, shapes, colours, lengths of tail, 
expression of face; general viciousness being dlM^ly 
intrenched in fJl their anful faces, 

Heforc going into the temple, we buy trays full of 
pop-corn and native sweets of some of the priests 
who accompany us; but before wo could get into 
the tom]do the first tray was tom out of the priest’s 
hand by an old sinner who stole up from behind, and 
in another moment there was a stnmpcdo of n;iODkeys * 
to the spot, enabling us to get into the tompb and 
feed a few of tlio better-behaved ones in comparative 
peace. Tn one of the courtyards of the temple we 
saw one lying dead, and were told that if anyone 
attempted to touch it ho would be tom to pieces by 
all the others, and that it was only at night that it 
could be safely removed. One old patriarch camo 
behind De IJosco .is we were walking round, and tri^ 
to bite his leg in the most vicious way ; but his British 
calf of iron was too massive, broad, and tight, and tiito 
old cannibal was literally unable to get a h<dd of any-* 
thing excepting trousers, which it hit through. 
couldn’t understand it! His face shoirad iM 
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iJiAt ho had novor met a calf like that 
befoMi-Vhidt haTing well considered tho question for 
•ahUdtr a minute from all different pointa of view, 
he ho would like to try again, and quietly 

$t!roiffi|}|^ up with that object, he was received with a 
kick ’'WroCh hel|)od him tho novt instmt to a distance 
of tW(te1^-fivo yards away, high u]> on a lodge of tho 
roof, from which he kept up a continiwl chattering at 
us until "we loft 



Sll V\l\t 

The weather caoli day is pei*tcctly gloiious, and 1 
have not boon bitten once since 1 left England by 
mosquito or any other living thing This is rathor 
extraordinary, for 1 am avftuUy punished by gnats and 
mitici^ ftt home 

^(SUse natives seem to do nearly everything out of 
doMSi, We see them in the early morning sitting on 
their heels ‘ brushing ’ their teeth with their bare 
some of them cooking They also do all 
thii# fhavipg in tho stroots In the heat and las^ 
tile day, they comb and otherwise examine 
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e&ch. otSiox’B lieads in mnch lihe same vray MotiEkeyB 
do ; and doubtless looking for tho sametldx^ 

‘ tlisy dcfii't seem as clever in catching tluon aft their 
quicker-iingcrod ancestors It scorned to us yet another 
link in the chain of evidence supporting the T)ar- 
winion theory 



CHAPTER VIT 

* nih Djjcn’ 

Disappointment at the ‘City of Palues ’‘-- 
Mi^dan — Botamc'il Gaidens The Hijh Couit — ^Visit 
tdit Hmda Gentleman — Tyi inny of ( istc —Chief's, Kajas, 
and Poor — Happioi Futuic in Stoie — Exclusion up the 
Xtil^*^Moie huiniiig Ghauts — Undignihod and hasty Re- 
• tiseat.— Visit to i country IIou&c — Ooveinment House — 
luyestiture of the Nawibof liahawulpui — Tlu Ceiomonies. 
— ^Eegret at Inability to visit the Himali^as — Architoctuie. 
— Ckneral RemaiLs — Picturcsquoncss — The Hoogly 

(jiuat Lastcin Hotel, C ilcutta, 

J inuary 27, 1 882 

Wa Arrived here on the 22ii(l <ilici a twenty hours* 
journey from IJenarcs The itihv \) st ition thoie ts 
three four miles awaj liom the cit), on the opposite 
side of the river Tho moimnig w.is aifam s^lorioiis, 
witfll A thin mist \ oiling evuytlimg and loictclling 
baking day \\ o oiosscd the ii\ci by its long 
bridge of boats, and in*my a time did we look 
the sensuous city half-\cilo(l in tho thm 
ro!^ miet, rising like a phantom fioiii tho broad and 
river which swiiled along at its feet Whild 
ihe river, we saw soveial fish as large efi 
and loUing about in a similar manner <i%\ 

* ^ 6~St ^ 
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tbe top of the water, their food must he xioh axiid 
good, foi;. they arc iat and la^y. For the bit th&e^ 
here we see death m all its swollen hidoousnetKt, HotA- 
ing down ^\lth the ever busy crows upon it 

Wo again tiavcllcd through a perfectly flat <iOUntry, 
but green with ciops all thi w.iy At all the stetiona 
wc weic able to got delicious oranges and bananas, 
which wo novel tne ot Wc h ivc offered numberless 
different things to tho natives to cat, and oven to tile 
httlochildicn but 1 hey all i of use their religion prevent- 
ing their accept ing anything we h xvc touched, easoepUi^ 
numei), and tho ipiantity they arc willing to take of 
this more than nukes u]) lor everything else they 
refuse 

For some ins( iiit ib1e ic ison this place is oallod the 
‘City of I’aUtes Tlioso who oomc heio, either by 
laud or water, inst viitl) itciceivo they are tho victims 
ol a ciucl joke, ciucl k^causo they have to travel 
0,000 miles Ik loic discoviiing it Tis hard to be 
obliged to tiivil in oidti to dispiove nearly all one 
has nupli(it) lulitud suuc oiks taihcst childhood, 
but so it IS — and to an extent wlin his simply astonish- 
mg. How this pi u e « oiild h ivc earned <)n appellation 
so CMiedingl} wide ol the maik is nothing more nor 
less than astounding ' It must lia\ o been either a joke 
portlet] ated in sonic diunkcu uigic, or else satire of 
the most iTialu Kills and venomous description; but 
whir hovel it was thcie will assuredly be a bitter 
reckoning some d ly foi those who took its true neme 
in vain, viz. ‘ Tho Hitch,’ ns all honest men know 
it by. 
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W9 ^ accustomed to this sort of thing 

noilir', »I0A tiie joko is getting played out, for it has so^ 
.ofteC^ occurred before; formerly wo used tg set out 
swear a revenge, but after a score or two 
of similar instances we became calmer, and now 
oniy^ significantly look at one another with faces full 
of pity for om* erring brethren. Setting out from 
h()n^ ftdl of bubbling joy, we begin to compare books 
and words with facts, and disai)pointnicnt after dis- 
appoiintmcnt meets us. The sad truth fl*i&hos upon 
US ^Ihat in seeing the world as it is, wo travel to be 
^dildn.txsioned,' and oar interest and pleasure are mainly 
derived from quite uncxjx'cted sources. The innate 
malice of mankind in the shape of books of travel 
guide-books has hit us liard enough, goodness 
Kno'WB ! but when wo find ourselves belonging to the 
same race which not only loloudcs (Weutla being 
called tho‘(^ity of Palaces,* but actually i)erpetuates 
the deceit, wc feel too simple and childlike to live 
longer among them and arc c\en glad that vo are 
so soon to leave and seek a new nationality in a 
more honest race, possibly that oi the heathen 
Chinee! 

' If Calcutta is to be called anything but ]Jain 
CalfJtttta, lot it be "The Ditch/ in the name of honest}. 
Ita^ Smells are a disgrace to it: they arc abominable 
eVjSn ih the best portions of the city, and woise in this 
respect than any of the native towns wo have been in. 
iRbe native portions of the eity ai’o far less interesting 
than any of the other towns wo ha\c seen, and the 
dirtier, and from their constant contact with 
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EtmSpeaits, thoy seem to hare lost a’ gveat deal of 
their native character, and to have got nothing ^ ita 
place. 

There is nothing to do in the town and nothh^ to see; 
no shade anywhere, and an hotel with asnniohdisOotn- 
fbrt, biistlo and noise as there is in a large railway 
station. notAvoon the river and the front of the Wty is 
a pork, almost treeless, called the Maidan : this is the' 
Rotten Row of Calcutta, and hero, in crowds of car- 
riages which arc driven round in the late aftemoott, we 
see many bonny Knglisli girls with the same loSy 
chocks they have <il homo, as well as the blackest of 
Indians the wealthier ot the latter seem to be stw- 
cossful in outdoing the Eimopeans in the elegance and 
size of their equipages, and not only must th<y «t 
higher thaiA avc do, but their tAirbanod servants also, 
who stand behind, towering above those of tho Ertgli«h 
residents 

Tho (jotanic*,iI Cardens, a little Avay down tiio river, 
are most extensive, and lull ol tho wonders of a 
tropical vogotatiou growing in tho most eptuberant 
way. Thcie is Loro tho celebrated banyan-tree, 
which nieasiuos JJOO y.xrds, round tho tips of its 
branches 

In the High (^ourt hero I found myself at «nce 
amongst a number of barrister friends, many <rf them 
being Hindus, whom I had knoAvn while they Ifere 
qualifying for tho liar in London. The builcfoig is 
a very fine one, and in tho centre having ab oldCilg 
quadrangle filled Avith tho vivid colours of many 
tropical plants and bright with sunshine. did 
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of lav look less dingy or loore al!bao> * 

tint , 

. I liwld many stories of tbo immenso taked^ 
iA by banisters here during those long wratigling " 
svdtt, which the rich natives socra to revel in so much, 
la Oiie suit in tlie country tlic fees wore so enormous 
(ilhd heavy that the lucky barrisler had literally to 
cany away in a cart the sacks of silver rupees with 
ti/hleh he was paid. 

tfe-wero invited to the house of .x Hmdu gentlc-r 
UMUb having one of the first ])ra(ticcs .it the bai 
here, a house furnished in Euglisli stjlo throughout, 
and Standing in .i l.irgo garden lull o( p.dins, roses and 
other flowers 'Fhc di awing-i ooj n, whu h h.ul no doubt 
been vacated bv the ladies of the family in onler that 
we might see it, was jtieciscly hkc a London one, even 
down to its open fireplace. It was iinjiossible to seo 
the ladies, for ‘caste’ iit>,ists uiwn their being shut up 
sad scroened from ga/e , but though wo could not 
sec them, they showed their kindly womanly feeding 
by making for us with their owi» h.inds some most 
delicuous sweet nic.ats Nor were we nioie suecessfiil in 
seeing the wife and elnldrcnof our friend Mr Kishori ; 
althouf^h at one time it was nc.iily arriingcd that wo 
should have an interview, but .at the last moment he 
aeeibud to quail before tbo enormity of what ho waft 
demg, and it fell through As an instance of the 
awfbi granny of caste, he told us he ]i.id never oven 
ween 1^ younger brother’s wife, though living within , 
a #Wie’»-thtow of him, because it was coutraty to the 
lUdbltlf^tom Ho also told us that his aged mothaf, 



83 


sumy LANDS and ssas. 


left a-nidow twenty>two years ago,liad mv&t dut- 
idde her house since ; that she had never speketi to any 
living soul out of it , that she fasts entirely fiw twaaity'i* 
four hours, hvice in ench month, not even her 

lips with water; that she has no enjoyments-'Hsees 
no one while she lives nor while she dies— eiever 
tiistos animal food — ^is not even allowed to wear oma* 
tiaonts ' Tlicso arc a low of tlio pleasing alternatives 
to being burned alive on the funerdl pyre of her 
husb<uid. 

Indian women aie einclly op])rosscd from 
birtlx, down-troddou to the position of inero animah hya 
tyi'ant custom, the mlieiit.mce of a dark past ; obedient 
and even ciin«ing to tUo slron<>er iinimal, for they 
have had all spirit cnished out of them ever since thefr 
country was jieopled, Violoneo they are not sulyected 
to, as miuiy of oiu‘ English wives are, nor are they 
kicked about with hob-muled boots. Brutal savagery 
is not a sin of thi' poor Hindu However bad his 
other ones may be, ho aits up to an Indian proverl)i 
so gentle that ofhi'i nations might well feel envious of 
India lor ])osscssiug it ‘ Strike not even with a blossom 
a wile, how ca or guilt y ’ We h.ive heard violence as wdl 
os other infamies l.ud to the eharge of the chiefs and 
rajahs, but not to the ])ooi , the fonner seem to 1)0 a 
great cuiso uiron their country, knowing neither pity 
nor forbearanee, justice nor mercy , who practise 
before thoii people cveiy depravity, and whose 
lives are an outrage on elementary morals; in thw 
bloated grossness knowing only dishonour, 
and superstition, and Ireing ignorant of aioy 
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tiionld be put to than the gratificatioii of 

« higher class of the people thon^ seeute at 

]iij|rii(l|^be the dawn of a happier futuic, lor now there 
0i not only societies esistmg lor educating the 
WOsasOt but the children ate receiving hbeial eduoar 
tio!|U throughout tlie length and bieadth ol the land, 
apd jUB not in <ill cases — notably in that of Mr 
KiBhori’8 children — ^botiotbcd in then inlancy one ol 
dhrsos ol the land ' 

f ^ accompanied ourliicnd Mi Kisboii on an ex- 
ipHpBiipil up the rivei, wbub is hcic o\u half a mile 
bfCtad, and crowded with slnppiug and natne boats ol 
tiba most extraoidinaiy shqxs nuagiiuble. On oiur 
Sray up wo c.imo across a nuiubei ol ivoinen bathing, 
ADaoPgst whom were some old hags, then sluu on their 
shrivelled-up bodies being not in wiinlvlcs, but abso- 
lutely in folds 

Die stojuied at .1 biiining ghaut, a plain open 
bhildipg on the iiver, m which tluco bodies wen 
Mszling away. Tliiec othci coipscs wcio l}ing on the 
ground, having ]ust been bionghtm, (nic ol a tall, 
ispll-nourishod Hindu, and having died only one houi 
was consequently still waini ' \\ 0 saw the pyre 
Up, small wood being first placed on the ground, 
aaA^or this logs about five feet long, with other logs 
ol three feet long bemg laid ciossvvise The pyre 
Juult up in this way to about three lect high , thd 
nakOd body was then pulled on the top, the 
^liSgS l^nt at the luicos and packed with the fetlt 
the thighs, as only a Huidus legs could 
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beut ; be was then coveted vrith logtt to enollie^ 

Ibet. * *■' ' 

' While, we were contemplating these pze|M»ttiOX>8. 
Kr. Kishori, perfectly horrified, turned to tss luod 
vhispered : 

* Fancy, ray old mother will bo treated like this vus 
of these days ' It must bo done, but isji’t it htoav 
rible ^ 

Immediately after this ho thought fit to ask <rf 'whAt 
these people had died. When ho was told, he tx^nlie^ to 
us with a scaled face and gas]>cd out, ‘CholeiA.' 
had immediately seen enough, and our curiosity to lee* 
more was fully satisfied. 1 w on’t say that any of us 
loft drat building with a haste unbecoming thedlguity 
and courage of llritons , 1 siinidy state as a fact, thAt I 
persomdly found it more comcnient to fall dotna & 
long flight of stone stops to our boat than to walk down 
them. I certainly reached our boat quicker that way 
than my fiicuds did by walking down in the ijlcrtb 
usual and dignified way. ' 

The nei.t two miles of our Journey up riv«r was 
2 >ursucd in absolute silouco each occupied with his 
own thoughts. What wc h.id seen was most ghset^) 
tetriblo and shocking, .uul in none but a bathiS^DMi 
country could cieination exist in this form. S 
I . When wo got aw.iy from the city we paased l&®wy 
pleasnnt-looking houses, with their gardens 
down to tho river, and full of fine palm-trees «|iMl a , 
rich and splendid vegetation ; hut none of the geHitSblW'*' 
Were kept as thoy should bo, according to our ideiil df 
neatness. 
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waa the countiy hotue of a BOpdif' 
staadh^ in a lexge garden full of grac^ 
jpajm^lphana and mango trees. We were brought i « 
foil-grown cocoa-nuts, just gatherecT&om thie . 
a native servant pared the thick rind away« 
aod then with a chopper cut away the top of the 
1^;^' which was full oi beautiful milk as clear as 
water, and which we found deliciously cool and re- 


garden wo noticed almost all our home- 
^^pilteisg^tbe names of which the gardener knew, though 
HttlhJe to speak any other English. We were given 
vray tastefully-arranged bouquets here, and after 
a {dbaeant rest diuvo to the hotel, a distance of six 
ipUait, through mud villages and past jute manu- 
fecieries and through a low, swampy coimtiy covered 
thiddy with trees and jungle. In the villages wo 
passed through, wo saw much kite-dying going on, a 
in which both young and old seemed equally 
'esgex. A ‘feature’ which the kites lacked wore 
' ^ taUSt* 

* jht the evening we attended at Government House 
th{^ ceremony of the investitmo of His Highness Bukn- 
^ii|n^ula, Nasrat Jang, Hafiz-ul-Mulk, Mukhlis-ud- 
Hawab Sadik Muhammad Khan Ilahodqr, 
of Bahawulpur, etc., etc , with the honourable in- 
the First Class of the most exalted Order of the 
^Xpdia. 

%ook place in the throne-room, the Viceroy 
‘^clothed in gorgeous apparel on a dais at thi(i..'’j^ 
^ room, which was crowded, cxcepti^ 'f 




86 


SUmrY LANDS AiTD SMAS. 






p^ag6 through the suite of roonus up to the mth 
hnllitot dresses and rich uniforms and aatire 

ehiefs in^a blaze of costume and precious stO]ieA» Bcmg 
of which wore of enormous size. There were the usual 
processions of maces and spears, knights and bakers, 
and reverences to the Viceroy. Soon after two junior 
knights withdrew in order to conduct his Highness the 
Nawiil) into the j^resence of the Viceroy. We then heat 
the (-langing trumpets speaking forth a grand lUatak^ 
and then come more processions of spears and tpadeSt 
and his Highness makes his iippcaranco uqdailr 
furled banner, bonie by aii otii(*er, and looking ^ moat 
pitiable object of terror , lastl}^ < omc pages and ajC; 
ants, and “ edarums and exclusions.’* As his ! 
approaches the dais a guaid oi honour presents arms, 
and all rise from their scats His Highness, who can 
hardly stagger along from either the effects of the 
enormous turban he wears or something else, which he 
might have thought necessary to take to sustain him 
through the trying ordeal, looks very ill at he 
is conducted trembling to tlie dais, where, to make 
him ieel more at home and cooler, he is clothed in the 
mantle ot the Older and a riband and badge. He thch 
endeavours to make a reverence to the Viceroy* 
returns the gracious act by in\esting him (ho 
collar of tho Older, and admonishes him in the fondl- 
ing words : 

‘In tho name ot the Queen and Empress j 
and by her Majesty’s command, I hereby in Wt 
witli the honourable insignia of the Star of 
of which most exalted Order her Majesty 
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{ifeaaed to appoint you to be a Knigbt ^ 
Qx^<3bautiandeT.’ 

makes another reverence, his hugd 
mm ia rapidly sinking over his face, and there 
to be a general collapse supervening, when * 
irt zuek of timo ho is led to a scat, his banner 
bAinjf unfurled and arms again presented, and his 
full TitleB proclaimed aloiia by the secretary of the 

Owter. 

wore investitures of minor Orders after this, 
but none of them attended with so much splendid 
earemony. At times giotcsquc uuslakcs were made, 
and! in backing out of the throne-room there was 
manifested a gioat tendency to buk amongst the 
au^ence and spcctatois, whuli natiiially give iiso to 
some commotion. The one gieit elicit of the cero- 
mwial seemed to be tlie leduetion of the duct objects 
of it to a state of tenor jncity ne iily bordering on un- 
consciousness. 

At a reception hold aftorwaids wo had ample timo 
to Study the magiaificcnt di esses and tin bans of some 
of the natives, many of them laden with enormous 
ajSd glitteiing gems, but the bright .ind beautiful 
|j^f|iAh-blossom complexions of our ladies outshone all 
i&ffk jewels in lovcliucss Wo had hoaid that after a 
sllOUlt residonce heic oiu English giils withei on the ' 
fiopd that the loses 1< vve their cheeks to make way<^- 
i^pale and sickly lily , but no complexions, either , 
or country at homo, could ha\e been ^ 

and rosy than were a great many wo 
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We have been sadly disappointed mth matty tlu^ 
111 India, and togrot that vre have not time 

to see file Himalayas from Darjeeling, a 
' eymyono says, and which we also believe^ is IthSjjnir 
ficent. From Darjeeling, which is itself eevetal 
thousand ioct up, con be seen the grandest Jpeidts in 
the world, viz., Kinchinginga, 28,156 feet, and Mount 
Everest, which is 20,002 feet, ihe highest Untd Vfk iHa 
wotld. , 

Dut after numerous delays, the Ceylon leaver t(H 
morrow, and wo have consequently been simply kill* 
ing time, and fiotting lor the last four or five ^ys, 
during which time, had we known it, we might hail*6 
been in the Him ala} as 

Generally speaking, India seems to have littlo 
between the highest and finest mountains in tho 
world, and tho flattest ol flat land — all our jotumoy* ' 
ings being ovei tlic latter, which forms almoiit tho 
ontiioty of the coimtiy This is one thing we did not 
know before Another is the miserable, ctit^[in^, 
shriioUcd-iq), and poscity-stinkcn humanity, with its '* 


grossly supcistitious .md childish religion, full 
mysticism, and the disgusting forms of idolatry,! 
the filth and smells connected with it Another 
— with a iti\ notable exceptions — stb the buij||GI 
and ruins fiom vhich we had expected so 
of them being as much as 300 years old, thdttJI^ 
cities wo have boon through arc tho oldest il(l1^ 
Ko doubt tlxuio aic here and there, at wide intt^ 
old Buddhist temples, and other remail$ m 
ithtiquity so great that no one can even da|d teW 
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^iimiiojlp^ ; but as events, even a few 

idst in tbe obscurity of fable, tbey must 
ajfim that which lends to everything so great ah f« 

and enchantment, viz., historical association. 
Thil /tnost remarkable feature in connection with their 
arcidtacture is the impression, which is forced upon ^ 
onei, of the patient labour which has been bestowed on 
it,, the rich, exquisite and delicate finish which is 
itt itesult; in this they perhaps outrival even the 
qftotit jperfect productions of Europe. Their elaborate 
l^arble lattice-work, carved with astonishing delicacy 
beauty, and which forms so prominent a feature in 
l&eir great buildings, is, without doubt, unrivaHod 
in tLe world. 

The bright sido of the picture is, at this time of the 
year, U climate for Avccks and weeks like an unclouded 
B^lish summer’s day ; a sunlight, intense, rich and * 
mellow, and more glorious than the eyes of the Western 
world have ever looked upon — so different from the 
*^palo tlun light w'e got in our chill and ibggy clime, 
‘Vphi^ looks more like the moonlight than sunlight I 
!H>e day, from the first .streaks of its tcndcrest light 
the soft night again hushes all to rest, is as a 
l^ef praise. Darkness flics before its joyous light 
far-ofi" west, and now the golden path of day 
I with glory as He comes again to shower his 
on thankless man ! In orient majesty ho .j 
th® thievish clouds are here to 

i the ^ts ho scatters on his course ; his gold 
( flea the smiling waving crops, and they, with 
L hove drunk to their full his ripening, 

■- ' ■ ™ 
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Hi« bourse is now nigh nm, and hf' ft9i6dii> 

' laodMapo with his last and deepest {^liet^.'fwl 
' scatters* in his wake the lingering watch-fiMH 

sky, to check the hastening gloom; and ai^'’i®i6y 
wane, the night steals on, and once more sS is mn^t 
j in solemn rest. 

Then how picturesque, too, is all around US — the 
ontrimcing colours of the costumes, the beadtifijl 
birds, the flowcis, the fruits, the novelty of all nftfCdW I 
()ur memory lingers over the snowy masses of ths^, * 
and other splendid tombs and mosques, seeming nc 
melt away in the tremulous air; the magidhocOtt 
effects of light and shade, and the pictures eonstOOtiy 
forcing themselves upon us, wlicmvcr wo go — ^wheieter 
wo look — the romantic tniditions and the indolent ' 
sensaoits fooling, which enriches everything, and the 
stamp of a past which still lives in the present, and 
which overwhelms all in its vastness. All thie moat 
<*<S|iVcy a <^p and lasting impression upon all. 

Tor artffl|i,who can juint sunlight and figures, Indiif' 
has a hold simply unrivalled, it ahoimds in mystical 
and imagin.itho tradition mid it has never yet 
painted' — iis ]ijcturcs(piencss consequently is tie'4nie> 


people of Kiigl.ind as a rolled scroll. > \ 

Those who Joel the soa’.s motion need fear 
for any time fioiii November to April — theSitpi^ 
soas may be s.iid to be always calm, geislS]t«|||t 
absolutely uiiiullled, and the voyage, which ll 
teen or oigbtvon dajs by Brindisi, is, for 
of sailors, thoroughly enjoyable. Cloudless 
‘liolmy breezes, a blue and rippling sea, ase 
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iitstetul of an English winter with an 
a^a!t<M|i3Mwe of fog and smuts, leaden skies and rain, 
;iinth Mi oooasional glimpse of a sickly si|p, which 
nttitheX! gives us cheerfulness nor warmth. 

, Our ship is anchored in the middle of the river, 
oppoeite the fort, and surroimdcd by a great deal of 
shifting and the usual low-lying country Tho fogs 
at night, both on tho river and on shore, are very bad, 
and everything in the morning is dripping wet ; even 
in tijliO hotel it makes our clothes very clammy and 
Ulne^nnfortable to ^'Ut on Tho kites arc in groat 
numbers on the ship, having quite taken possession of 
our rigging ; when kitchen-refiiso is thrown overboard, 
there is the greatest activity amongst them, and with- 
out in the least stop2<ing themselves in their grand 
swoop, they carry off their pri/sc from the water in 
their talons. At night the mosquitoes are most 
trotthlosome, many of our pilgrims being sorely (or, to 
speak more accurately, ‘ itchmgly ') bitterr^w tbem , 
they and the jackalls, which soon to scavu^ all the 
towns in India, and whoso hidcorrs howling surd crying 
is heard throughorrt tho rught oveir here', irr the centre 
of the city, claim the night as their own. 


S S Qyltm, Mouth of the Hooghly, 
Jan. 28, 1882. 


w® left Calcutta early this morning, and have 
reached the mouth of the dirty old river, about 
miles down. The navigation is very difficult, as 
VratlMs aie so tortuous and shallow, and the current 
so svrift and changurg ; consequently it takes^ 
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many yeais beibi-o ono caa become an pilcrt 

heto, but the prize is worth waiUiig fbr, ^ these 
Hooghly pilots are most important men, judgis^ 
firom their pay, their swagger and their diesB.' No 
doubt they deserve to be well paid, for their woA is 
most anxious, as tho same channel can nover be Xelied 
upon for more than a short time, on account of the 
sands, which arc ever shiftina;. Lucky is the traveflar 
who can get down this river without having to listmi 
to their history, ami without having their lives 6om 
their earliest childhood laid bare before him 1^ Some 
one on board. , ^ 

To-day has boon very hot, and wo have not h^U 
able to have our usual baths, on accoimt of the river- 
water being iilthier, if possible, than the Thames at 
London Bridgo. Some one on board said it looked 
‘ as dry as it was wet,’ for it was so thick with dirt. It 
provided, however, the most enormous prawns for our 
tifhn-tablo to-day, many of them must have been 
from oi|^^ to ten inches long. We are told, and 
repeat it tor what it is worth, that at Madras prawns 
have been c.iught weighing over 2 lbs. eacL The 
river, soon alter leaving Calcutta, becomes gtaduillly 
wider and wider, till at last the low land, fiiinged 
with its palms and other trees, catS^only just be seen 
in the hazy distance on either side of the ship. '0ur 
pilot is now loiiving, and we have a five days! Sail 
before us to I’ouang. t ^ * 

This is the last that wo shall see of India-— the 
of tho sun. As it fades over the water, in thd^ooan^ 
, night, the visions of its glorious mosques and 
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vtA ‘toDdlAl it$ vast and sensuous past, its bygone gloty, 
itf wealth and squalid poverty, pass 

{ilttotnms through the memory, and for the last time 
we mmdl those appropriate lines ■ 


* Eternal summoi gilds thorn yet, 
But all except their sun is set ' 

it not be so ' 


7—2 



CHAPTER VJII. 

oini IMJSSKSSIONS IN FURTllEH 1N1>1A. 

Vo^agiJ to J^ciiang. — Snakes. — Porpoises — 

\\ fc* spend our 1'imo at Sea. — A novel Answer and a good 
Kxcubo.— Our first Disagreement on Board. — ^Unaniinity 
against the obstinate Crowd, — Penang. — First Sight of J auks. 

- Marvellous Vegetation. — Waterfall. — First Tropical 
Shower ? — An irascible Landlady. — A good Example. -*Oat 
Sportsmen. <-> Down the Straits Singapore.— Divers^*** 

Mosquitoes.— A ^ Dutch Wife. ’—A Glorious Victory*— Fish 
and Fruit Markets. — (Jhinese Servant©. —Malay and Hindu 
Theatres.- -(rovernmont House. — Invitation from the Maha- 
rajah of Johore — Jinrickisha ws. — Tiffin on Board.— The 
Maharajali and our G uests — Leave for Manila. — Introduced 
to the North-East Monsoon — Fish Spawn or Sealveod ? 
EutraiK^u to the Bay of Manila. — Unnecessary PreoautioiliB. 
—Red TapeiMii. 

S.S CptfloHj 

Feb. 2, 1881 

We nro uow noiiring I’ouang, tiud as it is just 
to catch a lunuca tml-hoimd mail, wo will soud 
a few lines. 'I'hc weather is again the most WODdsitftll 
tluug to have to i-oconl. Unruffled tranquillitj tjiplio 
leaving Calcutta, calm clour skies, a glorious 
gentle breeze, and u feeling of eternal sununeir abiMit 
the air. Yostorday, in the evening, it was » 
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90^ in the cabins, but still it did not feel veiy 

oppvMnte. 

* T<>t| eaU know nothing of these seas ; they are so 
Uh]ike»jOma At this time of the year gentle northerly 
hWdsS&A blow for weeks and weeks as regularly as each* 
day comes round, and the seas are cither glassy, or 
^have a little ripple in which a Thames canoe would bo 
safe. The old ship is consequently without 
^^^feptible motion, although gliding along, with all 
Ottf Cabin ports wide open, at about twelve miles an 
btmr; ai^fcappincss is hardly the word for the state 
of bHsS 4||His in — one is at peace ^ith all the w'orld, 
blesses it, wid rolls one’s eyes about in gratitude and 
religious ecstasy. That is as near our state as possible. 
We can do nothbig but wander about, constantly look- 
iog at sky and water, and thinking of I^ondon slush 
and It is difficult to read, or even talk, for the 
l^texnpt to do either destroys one’s languid, dreamy 
consciousness. Occasionally wo see old turtles with 
their heads out of the water quietly dreaming away 
their lives, and possibly of their eating “lat and greasy” 
aldermen. Wo also see snakes, striped ones, lying on the 
top bf the water; porpoises, too, have been jdaying under 
olOf bows and keeping just in ftoiit for a mile or two. 
£ly{ng-iish are always scuttling away from the ship, 
SOinctimes getting up in flocks and flying close over 
Walter for four or iivo hundred jards. 

> ^day begins about seven, when there is the 
rush for the baths, of which there arc five ; ax^ 
t|!imgh the water is nearly tepid, it is still a great 
Then breakfast at nine, then smoking cmA 
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IcdHng about till one ; then ‘tj£Bn* (callsd m 
ilmes 'luncheon’), then more lolling and amdking; 
then watching the splendours of the setting aUhf its 
failing glories, and the approaching night, with all Its 
tenderness and peace. After dinner at edx we axe 
again on deck, and cigars are smoked to the mitde 
of our band, which is really an excellent one. 

Wo arc having a fine old moon up aloft, whieh 
infuses everyone, down to oven our leather-skill]10d 
sailors, with a kind of Billingsgate poetry. All eeavas 
is set, and we are steaming as well, so we have get 
over a deal of sea in the last five days. After the 
music is over we have a game at whist, and driuk 
light, big drinks till about twelve. One day glides into 
another so quickly and pleasantly, that no one seems 
to care when wo anivo at Penang. 

We arc now rapidly losing tho North Stil; and As 
we have boon mooting tho sun since we left Bkighind, 
we are now almost six hours boforo you ; so when ime 
are retiring to our cabins at twelve, you are thinking 
about dressing for dinner. The ship is very delight- 
fully empty, and many of us have two cabins, which 
together are enough for anyone’s wants. One or tvro 
of the pilgrims don’t talk so much as they might) do 
with their follow -passengers; and an intimate fi^d 
of theirs ou board being asked by a lady why this was, 
is said to have replied, ‘ Well, you see, they ate onty 
going as far os San Francisco.’ . 

This, for some time afterwards, was the answAK ifi 
nearly everydung. 

' Will you take a little more pine ?’ 
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*1^0, tlumbk you, X haven’t time ; I’m getting off at ^ 

we »3C6 now passing some islands about five milw 
WVl^t'iliiG^kly wooded to the sea, and see the old palms 
agaiiist the sky-lino. The sea all the way down he:^ 
hee been a most lovely blue — a whitish sort of blue, 
not a deep clear one ; but hero we aro getting into 
shallower water, and the colour is getting a sort of' 
oUve-gteen. 

'Tou can’t think how glad wo were to got away from 
(Mcutta, with its olatniny heat and fearful smells. 

It has been suggested to leave out Shanghai from 
out tour, and to spend the four extra days to which 
we would be entitled in Japan. Before this could be 
done it was necessary that thoie should bo absolute 
unanimity amongst the passengers All but one soli- 
twy individual agreed — one it would bo thought the 
iMt on board to thwart the wishes of the other thirty- 
ffve, tod as he no doubt thought, ‘obstinate,’ passengers. 
Qitod and important in his isolation, he refused, and 
it waS'Cnly after a considerable time tluit a compro- 
nuia was arranged by which two of the four days are 
to be added to our stay in Hongkong, and the re- 
maining two in Japan • The gi'and opportunity was 
thamfore missed of his Uking the ship, pa.ssongers 
'tod ®mw for a five days’ cruise on his oivn account, 
and to a place where few of us wanted to go. 

By iax the most interesting of Chinese towns is 
and that wo shall see by running up the rivejr 
to/dt fiemn Hongkong. Shanghai is simply a modeto 
town, with a flat country all round, W*y 
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plaftMnt society, and good shooting in thej^^hbiMu^ 
hood, and we should havo to fight OTj^iy inch of 
i^ay there through a heavy head sea and a edd 
wind. * > 

There arc many more high islands on OUT liort* 
beam about five miles ofi*. 

Penang, Fet>. 4. 

We arrived hero a little before midnight en dw 
2nd, and early this luuming found our ship anehorad 
in glassy water, in a beautiful harbour, opposite tbiS' 
clean, low-lying town, looking very white in the mom- * 
ing sun, with ba/y, pearly hills rising to a height of 
2,600 feet licbiud it. ITiero aro many strange-looking 
ships in the harbour, and one or two Chinese junks, 
the first wo havo seen ’ 

flow difficult it is in looking towards the town fcO 
give an impression of the beautiful tone of colour that 
one sees, beyond saymg that it is ‘ opalesque.’ Whbt 
language on earth words which will describe ai^ 
but the rawest and i)rin)itiA'c colours ^ and how power* 
1^ one is, except by .i combination of vague wotde, tp 
even suggest the mom subtle colours with whidb 
Nature clothes all her objects, particularly when dis- 
tance allows her atmosphere to step in and to vd!l ell 
with her mystery and poctiy ' Here sky, water, Iteld 
land aro all in dificrent degrees and strengths ef opal 
colour, with a flash of a warm, creamy white 
where the ^''wu is. Alongside our ship is 
of native boats of the rudest make, full of 
poindoes, pine-apples, and other rich-coloured > 
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Midi^ '|MUi Hmdus are in the boats, and they ate 
liiJRlid, and veiy black, and veiy quiet and las^. 
AB Ire get ashore we find ourselves in a land 
nwsKf, ttppioal than anything we have soon before, 
than the West Indies. 

'!|E^anang is a small island close to the mainland, and 
thi<^y wooded at the water’s edgo with cocoa-nut 
pahna*, fotther on with aU sorts of tropical vegetatipn 
growing densely and luxuriantly to the top of the 
, !s]ai|4; about 2,500 feet higb. It is like a conservatory 
or botanical garden on an extravagant scale — a luxu- 
rilmee of vegetation marvellous. To tlio tops of the 
hills is the densest foliage imaginable, palm-trees of 
ahnest every different variety, some of them with loaves 
fully twenty-five feet long. Amongst the now-finxiiliar 
cocoa-nut palms, bamboo and banana-trees, we notice 
^^traveller’s palm, spreading its fiat leaves, and look- 
a gigantic fan. Flitting about almost every- 
where are butterflies as large as small bats, and having 
a litailar flight Tho tender little sensitive plant, as 
well as our hot-house flowers and orchids, are all 
%KHUul us — ^and an intense tropical sunlight in which 
we revel It is tho winter hero which ‘ rmlocks tho 
flowSrs to paint tho hiughing soil,’ fur flowers are 
everywhere. Wo notice in full bloom the ixora, 
hlbh^eus^allamanda, bintaua, plumbago, cucharis, lilies, 
arid such ferns ! Amongst others tho Adiantum longis- 
g j niq Wb, with fronds many feet long. 

Ww ara close on tho equator now, and life has been 
g^tlp^bpQy getting serious ibr many for .some days back, 
Uke it Everything is new, so imagine qne’s , 
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ddigbfr-Hsky, sea, tropical vegetatitm, mea and Wottea, 
animal and vogotaLlo life of nearly 0?eiy kind, siNK 1 
We drove to a most beautiful vrater&U at 
through splendid groves of cocoa-nut palms ih ^ 
bearing. The milk from the cocoa-nuts when gtemii, 
and before the inside has well formed, is deliciutui ; 
one cuts through the green rind, and when the inade 
is reached the milk rushes out like spring 'water 
from tho earth Tliero is about a tumbler and % 
half in each nut lieneath those groves of eohoor^ 
nut trees are pretty little palm-thatched hmiMM 
on piles, dotted about here and there, looking 
picturesque. 

Almost all tho trees were new to us, many of them 
having huge loaves — nutmegs, sago palms, bread-fruit^ 
etc. At the watcrlall we had a hno view over the 
island and tho blue hills oi the mainland far iWay 
over tho sea. We noticed many kirge trees hethlg 
red flowers of tho shape and size of our mognoUe^ edd 
little birds flittiu!^ fioui dower to flower. It is Uselms 
to tr)' to givo an idea oi the full meaning of a trcphieil 
country, beyond s<i} mg tb.it one is tremendously 
pressed with the prodigahty, vigour and asceudanoyof 
all growing things. 

We aro among the heathen Chinee here, they being 
throe to four oi tho population, tho rest being IQdngS, 
Malays, and Hindus. The Chinuiuen’s heads am <dl 
shaven, except tho small s]K>t where the pigtail Spt$ugs 
from. They all do their toilet hero in the 
they also do throughout India, showing their 
forms divine as nearly unadorned as peadhle/ itps 
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I4«i^ seldom l^ye a wardrobe exteadiog 

bey^ 

is still like a sheet of glass, it seems as 
ift^i!^ |VI^’ ih s perpetual sleep, and one almost forgets 
thftl'll is the raging beast we know at home. Tho 
hast jfmtdtda^ was very great, but while wo ore steam* 
hlgslong at sea, we get os much air as wo like, through 
Ihs oabia port-hole, with the aid of windsoils. The sky 
duiiag oar stay has been generally without clouds, but 
Mluid S great storm of rain yesterday, though lasting 
minutes, when it again became clear. As a 
pkOM lal how it can rain hero, a resident told us that 
tW^<7*tdx inches of rain often falls in the twenty-four 

hem! 

* jAI) ojUe of the hotels, at which we took ‘tiffin,’ 
aa enormously stout propiictrcss of undoubted 
BfttQh (weation, with us she was most affable and 
l^llliBtiTe, blit not long since a well-meaning and 
g^lluous youth took occ<vsion >^o remark meekly upon 
I i^^tOughnoss of the beef ho was vainly trying to eat, 
without time for citlior explanation or apology, 
Ibtpced his oars well and bundled him out of the 
aec^ and crop, amidst a torrent of tho most 
awful language. Uis hat and stick, in his huny to 
get out, he left behind, and when night come on, had 
tasattd a native to remove them .surreptitiously. 

' ' Wd>^Te to-day a cloudy sky Neither animal nor 
’‘NglMilftlStlife could exist in places so near tho lino, but 
clouds which a beneficent nature furnishes 
teff the fierce rays of the sun ; nothing could 
^iKk^EDt this heat unless evaporation proceeded oa tha 
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Iwtgeit scab. The clouds so fonxwd ate daren i^wsetd 

iiie streams of cooler air rushiog in from hotih sides, 
ccrndnisation thou takes place, and rain falls 
though up to the present time we have sSett fs^ OSps 
tainly not moro than throe times since leaVipig'l&|igtand. 

Old Oimlot’s wish that his ‘too, too' Solid fleidi 
would molt, thaw, and resolve itself into a dew is 
reali/ed here, for all flesh must do it with 37“ to SO* 
in the cabins, and 104° often enough in the sumWMS*. 

In Penang, as thioughout India, all the luSliVes 
' salaam’ to one in passing along the streets, poliostCtten 
and soldiers all saluting, as they do to ofHcers, so there 
is somo humility in l)cIonging to the superior race< 
Approaching a croAvd to watch a passing sight, a dear 
lane is made tor one, and at a shop all natives retire 
till one Ic.uos, tluy arc not quite so cringii^ 
os they were iu India, but still they are more thah 
respectful The Hindus have a small, often a 
spot of paint on their foreheads of different colot^ 
sliowiug the caste to uhich they belong, and mas^^C^ 
tho women and girls dishguio themselves very mjion 
by paint being simidged over their faces, and 
nose, toe, cur and mikle rings ad lib., those hdng the 
first necessity ol hlo with them. 

Wo are told theio is very good shooting near here ; 
somo of oiu- pilgrims knowing this, and wishing io get 
the cream ol it boloro it was disturbed by anyoi^ 
from tho ship, quietly made their own anaugen^Mbl, 
generally in cou])lcs, and started in the early 
the ground where the big gome was suppoa^ 
thickly. We didn’t hear the number that hm^ 
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fafiotMiKMr the number that vere nearly shot by 
the t&t)te3 eloelessness of one of the guns, a reputation 
been earned in a novr far-oif land. The day 
ended!lMp|u]y for man and beast, and nothing was shot 
thht'dejfM^ger than a liimet, which,‘Bitting on a bough 
fiftewi tfaide away, fell to the deadly accuracy and long 
raQgeof the choke-bore. This was the bag, and though 
small, tms bettor than having it tilled, and a 
iff epot/re, at one shot, as one of Dickens’ great 
characters came so near accomplishing. 

Hotel de TEurope, Singapore, 

Fob. 7, 1882. 

Wie got in yesterday at S p m., the approach to the 
^ hatboQX being through clusters of low-lying islands 
ooTejted with all the tropical vegetation wo had seen at 
FCnat^; the trees not only gi’owing down to the water’s 
edgS^ but actually growing out of the water for a long 
di;mn<^ from the shore ; these are the celebrated 
Xit^grove Swamps Before being anchored at the 
three miles from the town, wo had the homo 
lettos brought us by a man in the 2 >ilot bout, and iu- 
ttudweed by a friend as, ‘ Here’s a policeman wants 
you.* The fright was soon got over os wo saw the 
letters, v^hich wore the only registered ones sent on 
board, the bag for the Ceylon arriving soon after. 

Behub our anchorage was selected, up paddled about a 
4 o 9S# Bttle thin and frail canoes, scooped out of a log 
^ ^ 1ll>Cod, with two boys in each clamouring fur money, 
when thrown into the water, they dived after 
up before it had got to the bottom; asquick ‘ 
as seals, and apparently as much at home 
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in lOie vrator. They were in £heir oaa<>oe io' «n 
instant, mastering without the least 
wonderful balance required in getting in, andtj^^tlpg 
and dripping with their canoes half-full <A ilfd 

asking (as ‘Moses’ says the girlsdo when thc^hiwlkiased) 
for ‘more.’ They splashed the water out of theif wMUQOS 
with their feet, which they moved ns quickly as If 
were beating up eggs with a whisk. We came ^ 
tho town in a launch through a fine harbour fillod^^ 
shipping, (‘hincso junks and all sorts of otodow^ 
shaped craft and boats Singapore is not 
so fine as Penang, l)cing much flatter and not 
so profusely wooded, and is far too civilized to pleasO tllfc 
Tho town is only separated finm tho harbour by a fbe 
road running from one end of it to the other. On tfoa ' 
side are good houses, hotels, and lawn-tennis gJnMftds, 
and on the other is the surf boating in, sotdldi!^^ 
very pleasant and cool ; but tho latter it isn’t, Ihd* 
temperature of tho water is between 82® and 
as shown by our last baths on board. '* 

Do Bosco is at present tiying to kill the mosquito^,' 
which have got inside his curtains round his bed; he 
says there are so many inside, that it would be flur less 
trouble to ‘ shut them in ’ and sleep on the sofa ! 
They seem to make straight for the curtains, in which 
they either discover or eat a little hole, throu^ Hdtioh 
they then swarm, and, taking up their various jpO^oi^ 
'inside, cheerfully and patiently wait for their 
The temperature in the room is now (11 {tmOt 
. 82 ®, but it is a moist heat which makes it tUin^ 
sank There ore several lizards on the WS^ 
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TQOi^^ aVd Innoless little creatures to ei/tty- 
tbiiii|(,)sljG|jb flisii aod other insects, which they stalk 
Upon in the most wonderful way. Last 
had a deluge of rain, and to-day two 
tropical showers; it rains here without 
eXCSfCiMik ,uearly every day, and it is nearly the same 
and temperature the whole year round, and 
daya aud uights are of equal length. Tt is very steamy 
aod ^ti uraking ono feel flabby and limp, and not 
k clothes a chance of drying d.iy or night. 

Sc^ f^nchmon somewhere bays, that this tropical 
l^eat ia so groat that clothes of any sort are insup- 
poitable. * I make von bundle of dem, upon which 
I SSSit myself, and in a short tunc they ore wringing 
* smt,’ In the hotels about these melting regions, what 
is jOsIlisd a ‘Dutch wife’ is always provided for one’s 
comfort. Don’t be alarmed, it isn’t what you 
ijhinking ' of My bedfellow and I very soon 
(jtilftnielled, and, after a short but stormy acquaintance, 
1 limamied solo partner of the bed. A ‘ Dutch wife’ is 
io tdoQgated bolster which ono places between one’s 
two imlclcs and one’s wrists for as much coolness as is 
poast)^ ; but if mine had boon alive she couldn’t have 
been more worrying She seemed to bo most awfully in 
the way, and as I could get no peace with her m bed, 
was rapidly getting me out of it, 1 thought it 
hetlt^ ^ bring matters to a c&is by a tussle and 
flght, which was ended in my favour by a 
kick, which sent her bang through the 
j.t(H0urtains to the other side of the room. This 
^irst, and will be my last, experience of a Dutch, 
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The same thing went on in the oth^ to 
the war-cry of ‘ Bachelorhood or death/ . of 

. Dutch %vives ronunds mo that we haven’t had 
«incc wc loft Europe. Wo would give almost .the .{ffiee 
of a king’s ransom for some good brown hrCj^^j^d 
Devonshire butter. Wc had once or twice % ]i^a 
butter made from buflalo milk, but didn’t mtU^h 
for it ; wc could easily do without it, and after the 
first trial did so. ’I'hc stuiVon the Ceylon is Ul^ half- 
melted train oil. ‘ 

For vegetation, winter and summer are the same ; 
when the loaves think thc}^ have been on long enot^ 
they fall olf; and when fniit takes it into its head'^ 
appear and rij>eu, it docs so. , - 

AVhat a privilege to have seen it all ! ‘Thee^is* 
near the eye/ but the diflcrenco between hearing and 
seeing is the ditreroneo between being dead and 
The groat initial fault of tlie Crylon is that WO are 
t<trn away from those splendid places before we l^vo 
l^lonc tnnch more than see their ports, causing as g^at 
Hi feeling of regret in leaving so much unseeni^/as 
^so derived j)lea.suro from seeing what little WO did. 
Wc have only time to Avonder at and admh^ the 
marvellous vegetation. AVc want to see moiO) i^4hat 
may remomber mom of such a paradiso* Our 
friends on slu)ro, tot>, avc am not able to see 
of; and tliongh wG*gct many invitations, a*® rmahle 
oithcr ti» accept them, or to ofler any hosjntality in 
return. Kegrets, short meetings, mid long 
pierce us all tt the heart, tuid seem to makOrjl^ .a 
deal of this life, riuc-applcs arc grown heie ia, 
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f^mtAttee iMemble fieBs of ;p<ytAl^M;f 
r Wpe(ited tho markets, which were Veiy 
Bijlf&d fish-market especially so, with all its * 

\ nutny-colourod fish. Thoro were tho tisttal 
t j^wns, eight or ton inches long, and a thin 
1 fish which looked fur all tho world like tho ' 
a pantomime at homo , another fish, just 
l^cild maid wo have in our coimty, and quite as 
ag in tho face , you have seen tho fish in 
pi^l'.^iiluaxia at homo, nearly round, and about the 
|j’*^iilid shape of a football. Wc also saw many 
and little fish like whitebait , immense 
j some very repulsive-looking king crabs, and 
small black ones , a quantity of sea-snails of a 
UKttfc brilliant red colour, and \ory lively. Nothing 
Ae us in tho fruit-market. Wo arc told that 
tho mangostocu nor dunau aro yet ripe , of 
ijl tW i ll t l O we am very much <listrcssod at this, but we 
mrangos, bananas and pine-apples to console our- 
WA9S with. Amongst the vegetables thoiu aro man^ 
never seen before bict locognisc a great manj|P 
lettuces, onions, tomatoes, sweet potatoes, 
Ihc bright scarlet chillies. 'I'ho oranges all about 
tlUMII S^gmns never change tlio colour of their skins, 

^ are the same bright giecii colour, cveu when 

"|f#^ripo. 

'"‘'“S ^CSunamcu, who arc far superior to the other 
ffPiBea here, are quietly elbowing them out of 
Dg; they scorn to bo ubiquitous. It is so 
KtO see them at their grub, with their little 
tyiiillie to their mouths in one hand, and thdlr aI 
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chop»tick8, -which they ho daintily aJidckw^ 
tbo other. All the servants in the hotel 

and half a dozen of them have comew^ «w 
roomb this lutiming on the pretence of 
thing or anothfv. They arc all cast in 
mould, and are consequently exactly alike. •» 
only al.K to tell it isiit the same fellow hv i 
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divcrMl> 111 his diess, and knowing th.i,t the MfSf 
person would not be siuh a fool as to keep com 5 %ln 
lialf a do/tn times tt> do what he might have done eft 
once. The t hinaiiiiui is spoken of as being thn h«t' 

of 80r% ants, ami IS f«lwa\s addressed ‘ boy. ^ ^ 

We went to a Malay lhc.itre in the c\cning,«NK^^ 
wtis so Htupid and incomprehensible to US 
-wont to another one a Hindu theatre, ‘WWdl'r 
quite as had o^erJ•thmg liemg to ua so 




that they appeared to be a p««k 

Upon the Governor, Sir F. Wold, who very 
jb^illl^l^Wpvo us round all tho places of interest in 
•‘'•lliiwim^d. Government House is splendidly 
tho top of a hiqh hill, having iinc views 
ciaf'Mlt During our drive we saw a mass of 

hmtaua, euphorbia, hibiscus, plumbago, 
and immense ferns, besides smaller 
nltlt sorts ; pines, and indigo, and vanilla. The 
makes cvetythiug ablaze here. Slill, we like 
better, for there is more nature there, and 
of the old virgin forest. Wo have seen hero 
thia ^^v^er’s Paliu, tho most wonderful of all its 
• apo<^||tf, a sketch of winch apjx'ars on tho previous page. 
It tho peculiar property of collecting tho dew 
into capacious ivscrvons at the base of the 
, when pierced v ith a knife, releases tho 

which spurts out in a clear fountain 
H afternoon wc lo.i\e for Johoro, tho Maharajah 

llh'ir^Jfmost kindly im ited the passengci s to a banquet, 
hft^'lSfterwards to a ball, and to sjicnd the following 
4Sj^''^Stt(re before leaving for Manila. He is always 
pa^tjidlAl'ly hospitable to English people. His palace 
it Jthttfltt twenty miles from here, and is tho great show- 
T^blUl0,f<it the district. He keeps a .splendid stud of 
plays cricket, anti has just had the sailer 
the Bauhante for his guests 

MamU. 

Feb. 17, 1882. 

letters in Singapore just before wo lo& 
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(4i^t|)ni Stli, find vent to the laxtU7>«l 
liMna^ Wo had a great deal of dsonchittg’lli^^f^^ 
them, vhioh made the heat very moiat itpdttl^inlinjr^ 
and enervated us all so inucli that vro VM&^p^|fb|tl 
to ho a^ay again At 230 on the 8th, 
avay from Suigiipore for Johorc, and 
pleasant live hours' uui anihored about 
yards from the shore, and quite dose to ' 

We had the usual erowd of peojilo bustUv^ 
the Ciyfon k’fore Jeavmi;, and the huslnose don^^ 
as wo were moving away was at a most furiou(i(j| 
pnecs droiqiing to about luilf at the last~<jev 
shells, Malacca c.incs, etc , going very cheap, 
were followed by our old fticiids the men and 
all ng(‘s, III ih< a ildt oi tiny tanoes, aliout fetuti^fn * 
inches wide hewn out cd tici's diving after 
thrown iii until we hit thim all lichiud. We 
close to land all tin. w ly to dohou , nothing t»]»! 
been hut ovciciowdcd \( jctaliou to the water’s edg(f^ 
u (leal shy uid lalm soa — and Liiough too, lost 
was vei\ lovth Altti diojipiug aiuhor, we ivete 
Itindcd by the M ihaia) ihs steam laimihcs, and 
.aftcrw'ards uumd vsiy lordially by him ef) Ihw 
oniramo (o a huge Kseptioii-ioom, at theendejfa 
flight oi maiblu steps ovii vvliidi was hiu^ e 
length and V 01 y good poitraitol Mr.fjlladstaQlll^i !;i%s 
entire iiunishmg of all the looms wo !>av 
feetly new, and tiom i'jigl.uul — the walls boit^ 
all round with portimts, gcuenilly lite-euaBy 
royal family. * ’t4 

dohoro itself is a long straggling place, i 






Jts houses axe altaost aQ.;h^( 
wre thatched Avith the palm-lea£ ' 

axe Chmese, and there is ft !««&. ' 
e opening on to the main street, alivays ' 
Ewmen. The Malays vre have met up tO!:^ 
t are all most polite, and have the mos^f' 
iners. Wo saw no innrdcrons creases, nor/i 
any of them nnuiing ‘ arniick ’ and stabbing , 
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they meet, as one is given lo uiiclerstaud ihoy,' 
do. 

Maharajah is a very courtly hospiiablo man of ; 
i^fky, very l(>yal to our (iuecn, very generous, and . 

>gressivo, and very iriucli liked ]»y all. I Avasj 
^ say ‘the upper ten’ of Johorc were there , 

, us ; hut there aro only eleven or twelve - 
in Johoro altogether, and these were tlioroj 
ut twenty men, members of the Miiharajah'^^ 
suite. Our band played during th|| 
y^^hich began at 8.^0 and ended at 
new all ‘ crowded * ^vith an English 
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aod Uinial good wines. Wliat w<9 In^ 
fOmptuous repast was paid de foitH 
jsltnrwards, at dessert, mangosteens. fbiA 
tasted my first mangostecn while en rowta 
being whispered into a friend’s cabin, and 
silence, as one would bo shown any omotioniii 
which tolls without words its own tale, a 
of this most delicious and spiritual-looldi;^ 
about the size of a small orange, with a shi^ 
deep clarct-colomod rind In the centre 
soft pulpy red skin, which is about half an 
thick, lie, as in a bed of rich red \elvct, five sogn^l^ 
a creamy white colour, which fade away in the 
more like a fragrant odour than anything 
substance, leaving, instead of a stone, a kerntH 
filbert, and a flavour, the reminiscence of a Pm 
and llic liiiest of melting pears Tt is the opltW|W- 
all gastronomical delights, mooting in tlio 
harmony upon the palate ^ — a fragrant fleeting 
lildng them is no acquired taste. I believe a 
supply of this Iniit would do people more 
good than all the niiiiistcrs of oYory known religlo^ip 
the world arc able to do AVith a boimtiful 
mangostcons, there ivould be neither gaols nori^p^j|^> 
men, for thexo would Ikj no sm of any sort 
the honour of taking dowm to dinner one of thO M B 
dozen young ladies in the place, and we 
glad when the Maharajah rose, and the 
l^gftn , veiy ji^lad indeed many were, for 
away to a big billiaid-room, still leaving aho1^y|||^H 
ladies to the importunate attentions of nioie.tiMpH||| 
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iinlig Met relays ef {ttnd-a|x|^, 
end at a nofi from our kin^y ho^ 
at two to our ship and homo, after a 
d-shaking, and seeing some of tho youz^ 
their jinricki&haws (a cross between a ^y 
eah and a perambulator), with a man to draw 
instead of any othei boast ' Everyone was 
e invited off to the Ctylon to ti&n next day, 
■everyone came ' tho Mahaiaiah biinging his 
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,Tiands and seivants, to avoid the possibihty of 
g anything forbidden by his rchgion for he is a 
I Mahometan Before leaving, hi& Highness made 
£ to every lady on board, and some more 
which of cou 76 e fell to the lot of the most 
and pushing not tho first instance I havp 
d 6f tho Christian precept, ‘ The fiist shall be * 
tjhe last,’ etc , being unintelligible from a purdiy^ 
point of view. After tiffin we had a Htt^ 
at 230 the Maharajah left us, tstfiaiSM. 
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Mid a glotrmg di^ 


.',1 -■■var^’Ti^l 
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if ddttds. These clonr shies, 
nous, as the foggy old croakers in lEkiglti^^u^: 
are, become each day an increasing.'!;! 
^e enjoyed with an increasing thankful* 

' new day breaks in its serene splendo;tui!;;i|0 
td and sea we had for the first five days w1 
Johoro thrcAV us back very much. Some . y! 
'brily do 140 knots, instead of 250, as we d6 } . 
»1l^ther ; so by the time wo got in, wo shtdl' ■ ;f 
eight days to do the 1,271 miles. ■ 

IMb representatives of life off the Ceylon since !'* 
'■Jhhoro have been flying-fish; but wc have ']* 
'Vl^irough miles and mdos of a reddish sub- • j 
jfilftoating on the top of the water, which was , 5 
ly supposed to be fish-spawn. But on catching^ 

^ it in a glass and examining it under , a. ' C> 
ng glass, it had the appearance of the finest '-J. 
and Do Bosco pronounced it to be dis.- 
or decomposed sea-weed. We have also 
f^mes passed sea-weed looking just like the 
^ed.’ , _ ^ 

are more impossible things in heaven and 
ity happening than that wc shall stay a month ., ! 

the Sandwich Islands. They have always . ■ . 
' jdieam of our lives, and we have just had the is 
^ht of reading Miss Bird’s book on theni^j^ 
what Lady Brassey says of them in h efe^ 
>|n the 8v/nheam.’ ‘ If there bo an elysiv®^^ 
'‘ yre feel it is there ! 

hour we have been passing high 
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cm ndes of us, the entrauee to thtii 
Manila; and for tho first time for «- 
'e^ething to look at besides fiying-fish,-!^ 

. havo seon great numbers. There are a 
of ships beating in, many of which are B 
J our right, twenty miles awa)’, is some 
land, densely wooded ; and fringing the top'i^ 
enormously high trees, their boles rising to]^ 
height before any branches leave them. Abofi^ 
k number of Yankee-built clipper sliips, t 
cargoes of sugar and hemp. As soon as we 
an anchor wo are boarded by the Spanish aut; 
whoso rod-tapeism is of the most a"gravatii|f^||^ 
meter ; they make us declare all tho firearms 
an board, and take possession of our ship by 
on board two diminutive soldiers apparently 
human kind, though very much like gorillas in " 

s. and armed with old muskets. These ‘ things 
remain on hoard till we leave. After the authoritiABf 
“• given ^vino and cig.arettcs they become a little i*' " 
iond having satisfied themselves that wo haye ^pinr 
^^.pomo to seize the island, nor sj^rcad amohg^J||^l^ 
toy devastating disease, these animated bits 
.;^jn gold lace leave the ship after a grand swaggt^ 

, tod we are at last allowed to leave for the shon|^ 

>i;wo lucky Philippines who arc left have a., yn<^ 
i/lbi^h of it, for they do absolutely nothin" ' 

Jripd shore in our deck thaire, and were cer 
,Jj*o well fed'in their lives. 
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A HELIC 01 A ONCE GREAT EMPIRE 

•Hospitality — Eaithquakes ~ Pena. —A Spanish Race 
f. — A Row * — Welchers again — Spanish Ignorance 
Lg Matteis — A Quiet Day — Tnp up the River — • 
— Native Boats — A CocL-hjlit — A Disgusting 
lie. — A Boa Constiictor — Lizaids — Acquaintance 
a Native Caterpillai — A Paiadisc for Botanists — Visit 
Cigai Maimfactoiy — Fish wens — Plain Evidence of 
ihqtiakes — A Convenient Instiument —Government of 





S S Cifjloiij Manila, 

Feb 20, 1882 

had *i most enjoyable, jolly time hero, and 
Iff^ery sony to lca\o so soon The two great 
i phenomena aio the hospitality ol the English 
earthquakes. I place the phenomenon of theii 
itynrst, because although there have bcenlorty- 
ict shocks of earthquake in the last three 
their hospitality is absolutely unbounded, 
generosity, fiom its excess, has become a 
1^ sin. They err on the side of too fieely giving, 
'have not the benefit of a clergjman on tha 
them of their sm > Gomg amongst them 
amongst one's own family after a lentg 






us iMns, dinnorfi, and cigars ad nmmamL 
tfeoam launches at our disposal, photogiil4|i|i|^ 
place, a box at tho opera, which wo 
away, and some boxes of cigars which we wlij^ 
to accept, and which wo did take away, boj£i$^' 
deal of v.oluablo business time ; and lastly a 
fully worked hat ol fibre. It was a con 
with them who should have us, and who 
the most for us. 

Manila is tho capital of Taizou, an ial 
60,000 square miles, belonging to Spain, 
town as seen from oi;r .shij) is on a very le 
plain, backed by blue mountains about ten miles 
with a muddy river running through its centiQi, ‘1 
streets are good, with clean now-looldng houses, 
many of which have to be rebuilt every few 
account of the eaithquakes ; and guess if you 
all tho houses have instead of glass for theii* ![itt|tt^l|| 
tico-windows — a flake of transparent shell— 
pearl, which breaks the glare outside, and shedtt||M|| 
■opal light through tho house— so thoro is poetry «|!^ 
world still ! Another nice idea is a gauzO'like 
which they make irom tho fibre of the 
and which is called pcfia — pronounced ‘ peenhi^^H 
make very beautiful dresses and pocket-handkiHMi 
from it, Wo bought several of tho fonner,njmH 
Sosco many other things, including a tii^ 
handkercb^f, for which alone ho gave over 
think the dresses cost us a proportioni^ti^^H| 
price, though tho finest ones here coat 
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Wk a pTominent part. Such a rpirlf 
elattdrmg on each other’s heads, pig-taih 
Vke streamers, followed by a heap of 
the ground, in which the principal object$ 
legs and arms, umbroUas, pig-tails, slippers 
all working at a most furious rate. AH this yrad 
a dollar bet ! They are the biggest giunbi 
cheats possible, but this was only the old 
homo raco-com'so incident of the ‘wolchet^ 
The brotherhood of blackguards is all over thS 
There is ‘ no one so utterly desolate but some 



though unknown, responds unto his own,’ even ’ 
has to find it among the Chinese 
Groat dissatisfaction was expressed by our cotuPS^ • 
men here at the utter ignorance of racing mattei!9'i^' ' 
played by the Spanish jjcople ; they are most 
too, of imy English interference Neither age lilwr* 
sex makes the slightest difterence, all imtried 
being handicapped the same a month before the Aiitef 
is run, and tliis in defiance of the protests 
who know anytliing about .such matters. TheWMjildt 
was a procession no two horses being togethoa?, 
the race won in a canter by one of the new honetf,, p 
was well known w'ould be the case. / a-'' < 

After a very pleasant afternoon, and many 
of champagne, we dined wdth some of our nei 
acquaintances at the delightful club here, 
had an excellent dinner, and at about mido^^^ 
sent back to oo>^ship with visions of ononufpK'j 
dgors and much champagne. The noxt day < 
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' <»ly more so.* The pace toft 
’ !kt day being Sunday, and there bd^ 
0 ‘ Manillet’ on board, we all dcteimined,' 
i ffoj quiet day, which wo commenced wdd 
the muddy little river in a steam launch, 
uso of our hospitable acting consul, Mr. 
!An the way there was the richest of verdure 
^ban.ks, and at the sides of the sluggish river 
es of slender roimd rushes, which looked pre- 
to the dark green waving ones we have 
of the Thames Here and there feathery 
_ shoot up froir the bank in a thick clump of 
^[raceful stems, and sjjreading aloft into a cloud 
‘of'^^owy-like foliage, throw a grateful shade on the 
, ond banana trees with their huge leaves, half 

dk|iu|M|he native hirts, which are built on piles four or 
high, and which seemingly nie made of 
but palm-leaves, their .sides .uid high slanting 
'jwcp'beiiig thickly covered with them We pass a 
‘many native boats, sim}>ly hewn out of trees, 
Ijll^j^y just broad enough to sit in, though of groat 
100^1^ which the nati\cs propel with their paddles 
0^ fii very fair pace It is impossible to upset them on 
liUmiftlit of on outiigged bamboo pole, which nms the 
the boat, tmd about a foot from it, on the 
water. At the end of the boat is a bamboo 
* under which one has to crawl and sit, 
y cramped up, like a trussed fowl, until the 
is reached. 

keenly the want of intellectual and elevating 
we took a carriage after tiffin in the blazinv 
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and along dusty toads, to Ma < 

4tlugtii6on pastime of the natives, oTck^r ‘ 

1 titer the dust gave us a few yards’ view, W 1 
oortain to see a native with his fighting-cook 
arm. The birds avo saw did not strike ut 
very well bred, but what was deficient in this 
was more than counterbalanced by the 
these misguided creatures have received 
owners, who for months pres ious to a match trtAfi \ 
to what is either victory or death It is a HWX^J 
gusting institution, for apart from its cruelty,,™ 
only a moans to gambling ^ 

There aic many fighting-iings in Manila ; 
wo were taken to had formerly boon used foflifiSIt ’’ 
fights, and is a building capable of containing * 

thousand spectators Wlion wo entered, there ‘Hdlffci 
probably three or four thousand excited gacl})dlt|Kl|[^ 
all most intent oii the proceedings, women a8 Mt 
men, and .ill smoking Wo were at onde 
to Avliat may lie leimcd the ‘ saddling-groui!^4^ 
plalfonu raibi'd ui the old arena for the use of 
‘select’ ChaiiN being provided for us in the iM^t, 
wo waited a few minutes for the next match. Thediv 
in the settling of bets on the one just concluded^^ 
gethcr with the great ho.it aud smell from thidl|;flg&!||||4 
crowd, was most imolting the noise was 
fKiveral Doiby l)cttiiig-rings, combined 
crowing ton times noisier than that of the 
poultry-show 'JVo birds Avitli their ownont 
selected from some hundreds to make up 
fight, and aro brought to the platform. The I 
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, these pooi^ birds are goedad to 

. ,1'^ disgnstmg to meutioti, In this 

those who made tho battles were wit 
t|M^ ^ tight them. The fighting was as bad as 
ln^'fS|Ot|Id be, but still not so disgusting as the goading 
pro(|l68s bbforehand. When tho cocks wore worked up 
jba fijgh^ing pitch, the sheaths wore removed from the 
attached to their spurs. This was the signal 
match was to he fought and for the spectators 
' ^^^jtaake their bets, which was loudly and quickly 
* At the same time tho proprietor of tho ring 
sna* ijoaster of tho ceremonies, a wealthy Chinaman, 
reijibyeB the cap from one of the men, which was 
UeoeBpiry in order to distinguish him from his 
opponent, for tho owners and their birds ore so 
inxi^ alike, that wore this not done much confusion 
wojcdd arise in the settlement of tho bets. The 
eo^lMtants are now placed opposite each other, in 
quj^ the orthodox way, their lance-Uko swords keep- 
ing *babk tho crowd, who exhibit tho greatest dread 
dt tihem. The fight commences, tho birds rising in 
'theid^ and striking with lightning-speed, one comes 
down heavily to the ground and turns to lun, but 
for a few steps — lio has received Ins death- 
blow; aiiyd soon o\piros Wo remained for about half 
hour after tills, and must have soon half a dozen of 
thoQO'Olatigbtors, one only varying from tbo rest from 
of the cock refusing to figlit and nmning 



his backers their bets, who then mobbed 
bifWohed bird, and in their rage plucked it 
had seen more than wo wanted, and were 
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glad to get into the open air. Outside, ve sav iMnreral 
of tbe dead gladiators plucked and exposed ; 

we examined one, which had received a thriMtHOOip- 
pletely through its breast-bone, a terrible stab, Wluoh 
must have caused instant death. After (me more 
dinner at the club, we finished the evening ‘at the 
opera ; and afterwards drove to our ship’s boat in the 
calm, clear starlit night, seeing a number of beautiful 
fire-flies on our way. At the quay, one of out paariiy, 
supporting himself by a friendly post, recoiled from it 
with a cry of ‘ By Jove, there’s a .snake on this pbirt f 
and there, sure enough, coiled round the top, wa® a 
huge boa-constrictor as thick as one’s arm and at luast 
fifteen feet long, when wc afterwards saw it dead and 
stretched out. They are quite harmless, and am 
allowed to live in the houses, where they catch the 
r.its bct^\ocn the ceilings .*ind floors; only now a^d 
again some bloodthirsty old reprobate taking a child, 
which, however, ceases to be missed soon after th® 
occurrcui'o One of the boas, caixght not long t^ce 
up the country, xin*a-.urcd, wc were told in all serious- 
ness, LUirty-Iiv(' feet long, and it is now being ex- 
hibited alive. The sea hero is alive with snakes, 
thousands swimming round the ship as she lies at 
anchor; one, a brown-striped fellow about four feet 
long, wo caught w ith a line 
A curiosity in the fauna of the country is a flying 
lizard, and also another huge one wliich grows to 
seven foot Iv^-ig. Wo saw neither, but I made the* ac- 
quaintance of a harmless-looking little (Mer- 
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pilk9 «i3dldi ()nwled over my neck, causing an itohiag 
vliicli lasted four or dve dajrs 
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fine, as well as some of tbe aborig^iies, vbqi de- 
cidedly very ugly; a sketch of one of whon^ aj^Wts 
on the previous page j ^ , 

Ih many parts there is a denso primevnil ientHli, 
piled up in masses of suffocating vegetation.^ And 
monster trees ; there is also capital sporting, omC fihe 
island abounds in objects of natural history and ffWe 
plants of the orchid species There is no cnii^npV 
crevice iu these East Indian Islands which halt ,11134 
been carefully soaicbod by orcbid-hnnters and studggtB 
of natural history , the most painstaking andinsaf^btle 
of all explorers, Mr. Wallace, alone bringing baidb in 
good condition to this country no less than lSl5,6dO ^ 
specimens oi natuial history, all collected in six ywttt 
in the East Indian Atchipolago. DoBosco was greatly 
tempted to buy three sticks of Phalsenopsis Schil* 
lenana and other sorts having terrible soundii^ 
names, which a native was carrying, and for which 
he only .isked four dolhu-s, though worth ten times 
that at homo , but fearing they never could BurVjVe 
their long journey on the Ceylon, Do Bosco very wisely 
resisted buying them, ^ 

Wo visited a (.fovemmont cigar manufactory, gi^dog 
work to nearly 0,000 women It was a most ouriomi 
sight to see those women and girls packed dkMsly • 
together at long low tables, all hard at work mekjng 
cigars, with their variously-coloured and supea^bf^ohS 
garments hanging on the walls We afterflpw 
saw them all file out at their dinner-hour, eA(^ 
having her dress searched for stolen tobaoi)iaiu^^^4 
number of old women stationed for that 
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thd Aniiong the many hundreds of girls who 

6l4til|iM^ixot one pretty one, according to Europeaik 
idi^i^W^l^ttty, did ve see. Tho Qovormnent mono* 
pd^'l^^ld^glMsmainufacturo ceases this year, from which 
thS^gd^teot good to all people concerned is expected. 

'Wilx^ced here, as well as at Penang, what ore called 
filihn> 9 |MKhB or mazes, huge wooden enclosures into which 
j$tih swim, and out of which they don’t. They 
for miles away from land, and look from a 
dSlttStteelike the commencement of big harboim works. 

'SltfUty ten yards in Manila bcai-s evidence of 
di^tth^uakes The houses arc constnictcd so as to 
ghW to them, and to bend and sway about to a con- 
iidtixable extent; but notwithstanding this, crocked 
walls, roofless houses, heaps of rubbish where houses 
once stood, are seen evorywhore The club has been 
very much shaken about, and the widls cracked in all 
dhW^ons, having precisely the appearance of ‘ crackle 
ohina.’ 

ISw inhabitants have not even yet begun to put up 
a great number of buildings which were completely 
Offunpled up during the last severe shock ITiey are 
atWays on the look-out for earthquakes, and as there 
hatre been forty-two distinct shocks in the last three 
they ore not disappointed tor any great length 


^’time. Wo saAv at a friend’s house a delicate in- 
for tracing the vibrations of the earth, on a 
-6f sand, and which at the outset of a shock, 
electric bell going, enabling all to clear out 
the degree of destruction which 
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'1^ a safe di<^tance AVliat a jolly exciting placo 
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to lire in ! and how full of interest life thsro* Otttet 
always be< Clocks and all omaments, wstdrohes, 
heavy fumituro oi all sorts, have to be screwed fO-^e 
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wall to proVviit them flying about tho room, ahd if 
not crushing you, bioaking themselves We &c3 INW' 
siderably hurt at our friends not having treated 
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at ImW a small shock (the only possible kindness and 

they have overlooked), and 1 fear we shaP 
vedthout experiencing this new sensation. During 
tka severe epidemics oi earthquakes, the people 
esjEapeut in the streets On the picccding page is 
a tevigh sketch of the Cathedral to^^cr, i\hich, having 
withstood the shocks of centuries, succumbed to the 
last one. 

Ihb Spanish administration of Manila they say is 
ditlg^BaceM, and the Go\cinor nothing moio nor less 
thari a robber Our friends here will not even let us 
post our letters, lor fear that they should bo dostrojed 
for the sake of the stamps 
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THE LAND OF THE CELESTIALS. 

(an enolish city.) 
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Arrival at Honfjkonjr - Disagreeable Pa«?sngo. — Great Oh^uofge 
of Oliiiiatc. — (.’hiiicsc Dexterity. — ‘ Happy Valley;* 
C!emol(r^. -- Jlace-course. — ‘J^idgeu English.’ — Leav^ fot 
Canton- A Ti uo Incident John,’ and the letter 
Sampans — ('lackers. - Joss-papers — Baby Rowers. 

Hongkong, 

March 1, 188^. 

We arrived hero on tlic 24tli ol February at 8 
after a most miserable, cold luid stormy voyage of oVer 
three days, which is officially reported as follows; 
* The British stcauior Cftflon reports eiicoiintored heavy. 
N.E. monsoon, witli high sc a throughout,* Tliis sea is 
said to bo nearly the woj'st sea in the world, and the 
voyage from Manila one ot the most trying one can 
undergo. Wo had a great deal of crockeiy bfbkon^ 
well as many bottles in the surgery; the loss of the 
former we fedt a good deal, but the latter only evoked 
a smile as they crashed down; and though thsiy 
did their worst by making an atrocious smell 
the ship, wo were content so long as they ooidf} 
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furtJierhann. The waves all the way over were of ^ 
beMJtificd and deep blue colour, and very grand, but the 
wae most aggravating, though only one person 
can b<9iiwd waiS ill — myself. In Manila the weather was 
e!a<i^ively hot, the lightest possible clothing being 
only just bearable ; but one day after leaving there were 
uktens on dock, a cold north-easter blowing, and a 
tb^aohometer nearly 25'" lower. As wo neared the coast 
of China in the early morning, we saw the junks in 
greikt numbers tossing about on the crisp, dark-blue 
waves, and some nine or ten miles away in the distance 
lose the untimbered hills, looking soft, rosy tmd filmy 
in tho morning sun. 

Near the land we found the weather again delight- 
ful, and since our arrival wo have had hot sunny days 
and cool nights, so wo are now out of all the groat 
heat until wo get to the Sandwich Islands. Hong- 
kong looks a charming pkice from the ship, a clean, 
white, well-built town, situated on the side of a steep 
hill of 1,800 feet, and having a perfectly sheltered and 
fine harbour. On all sides are hills, ap])eariiig from 
the ship to be covered with only (*oarsc grass, but 
with plantations of small fir-ti*ces about the town. 
Th&re is a great deal of shipping in the harbour, and 
thousands of junks and ‘ sainp.ins.’ The (Jej/lun was 
suxrounded by a groat many of the latter as soon as we 
anchored, selling all sorts of thmgs, the chief feature 
being pretty little birds in very delicately made wooden 
cages, many of which were bought at a dollar apiece. 
TjffB decks, too, were immediately crowded with China- 
all was bustle, so we made for the shore as 
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soon as possible, and were soon seated in those esitra- 
ordinary institutions, ‘ jinrickishaws/ to see the town. 
Fancy the novel and humiliating feeling of heiog 
drawn about by a man in the shafts of a light httle 
vehicle, something between a perambulator and «a 
hansom cab ! Yet these, and the chairs slung on 
long bamboo poles in which one is carried, are the 
only means of locomotion here, besides one’s legs. 

In the afternoon wo went in our ‘jinribkishaws* to 
the races, which, very lortunatcly for us, were going 
on at the time in the 'Happy Valley.* We s|)ent 
here a vc]*y pleasant and interesting afternoon, won- 
dering amongst the nati\e ])ig-tailod crowd opposite 
the grand stand, and seeing them idl either gambling 
as if their lives depended on it, or cooking and eating 
tho most indescribable messes. Wo noticed many 
trays full oi little shiny, brown balls, looking veiy 
sticky and nasty, and not iippearing more appetizing 
to us on account of tlieir composition being unknown. 
Amonj’St the cj*o\vd were uainy rings of Chinamen 
playing vith extraordinary dexterity a game of 
shuttlecock, using instead of a hattkdoro tho side 
of their heels, and sending the shuttlecock high into 
the air to one another. One serious-looking old 
Celestial was pai*ticiilarly ckner at it, allowing the 
shuttlecock to fall behind him and nearly reach tho 
ground bcfoic ho would raise his foot, when with a 
sharp kick ho sent it flying high into the air to the 
othor side of the rine 

The ‘Happy Valley’ is most beautiful. S|^3r- 
roundod on three sides by hills planted with 
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and oa tilie other by the blue ivateTS of the harboiw ; 
ad4 the racecourse is as pretty as any we have ever 
seed). The cemetery, too, on the side of the 6r- 
phpMd hill overlooking the course, is the most peace- 
iall*lile]dng and lovely spot Imaginable; a beautiful 
geXiddO laid out in terraces, winding paths, and full 
of fbwaing shrubs and trees ; but alas \ with so many 
tablets, monuments, and sad inscriptions on them os 
to make even one’s short visit there a rather melan- 
<dioly one. 

We had on this day our first taste of ‘ Pidgen 
EnglisL’ It is in this extraordinary tongue of hybrid 
growth that commercial and domestic transactions 
are almost exclusively carried on ; the merchant buys 
his tea or silk in ‘ Pidgen English,’ orders his dinner, 
bullies his boy, and commurricates with his servants 
in the same tongue. Wo were accompanied by a 
'Mend, a resident, to the bivsiness house of his partner, 
whom we wished to see, and the followin'' dialogue 
took place between our friend and the (’hinaman 
in attendance, who, though ho is sevent} years old, is 
still called ‘ boy 

‘ Boy, taipan have got — no have got ’’ 

‘ Yes, no got.’ 

‘ What side go ?’ 

‘Ko have talkco; rny thiirkoe go Misser Lobat 
Semithy that hoitso.’ 

^ 'Oh, Mr. Robert Smith’s' Go topside my room, 
fcatchee chitbook. Show one pieceo coolie chop-chop 
chit go pay taipan, and must wantec coolie man 
* V%a«Pi bring answer. Savoy 
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'Savey.' 

‘Then you show Ah Sun, compiadoin, tsy too 
muchee chin-chin he come this side.’ 

Translation of the above dialogue : ^ 

‘ Boy, is the head of the house within, or not f 

' He is not within.’ 

‘ Wlicre has he gono 

* Ho (lid not say ; T think ho has gone to Mr. Bdhdft 
Smith’s ’ 

‘ Oh, Mr. Robert Smith’s ’ Go to my room 
and fetch my chitbook. Toll a coolie to taJeo tbid 
note as quickly as ho can to the chief, and wait for 
an answer Do you understand 

‘ I understand ’ 

‘ Then toll Ah Sun, the compradoro, I shall be much 
obliged i{ he will come to me ’ 

Tlie coolie then liun’ics away, and does not return 
till the chitbook has been sigiied by the * taipan * in 
token ol receipt of the note or chit. 

At eight o’clock the morning after we arrived we 
loft by thi‘ Y(hin\<j for Ganton, there being little to 
detain one in Hongkong (besides its pleasant and 
hospitable society) with Clanton so near, it being only * 
seventy or eight} miles up the Pearl river. This 
steamer and the one we came back in, the p0W(M, 
are splendid saloon steamers on the American patMH 
and system, tlie officers are most agreeable, and 
cuisine simply })erfect< A iirst-class hotel cot^ 
exceed them in comfort Canton is only sevon^liis^^ 
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up t|bui nver — we wished it had been seventy 
iiuiteft^‘*^1;he scenery all the way up the broad 
tiTlMljjllflkl unique, though we thought not very fine, 
fijf ^ jb generally speaking very flat, with low-lying 
oultii^bed fields stretching for miles on cither side, 
afllwth blue hills risinf^ in the distance. 

p$B8 a great many junks with huge mat sails, 
of which seem to drift about in the most listless 
, objectless way, while others are propelled by two 
enormous oars, having six men to each. All the 
are mounted with cannon, and doubtless many, 
if toot all, of them arc pirates when the opportunity 
OOOtirs. Those steamers have been tired at and 
bOfiirded, and our owu is fully prepared for all omor- 
« ^^misies in this line, there being ranged in stands in 
$aloon twenty or thirty Winchester repeating 
which are loaded, the captain told us, * invari- 
ably on leaving port,’ those are intended not only 
ajsfaiost outside attack, but also to be used against the 
0|ifTiftTOQn with whom those steamers are crowded 
between decks, in the event of their rising. 

The following is a slightly abbreviated account of 
one of these piratical outrages which h.ippened a few 
yeare ago to Mr. Walter William Mimday, on this river : 

I embarked on board the ^pavL, on tho 22nd of 
Atl|gUSt|, to proceed on business to ^lacao. We left 
at half-past seven in the morning, and were 
at Macao between four and five the same after- 
The Spark is a paddle-wheeled steamer, the 
. ' ti|M|^deok being confined exclusively to Chinese pas- 
and having a winding staircase near the stem^ 
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le«diDg to the quarter-deck, which was for StiZO|)eaiis. 
There wore a great many native passengers, hat I had 
the misfortune to be the only European. The ciew 
consisted of .ibout twenty men, Chinese and Tottu- 
guose half-casts.. The captain, poor Bradty, was an 
American, and although an utter stranger to him 
previous to our journey, it has seldom been my godd 
fortune to have .i nicer or more amiable companion. 

‘ We had a o:ipit.il run to Whampoa, Avhere we arrived 
at about nine o’clock, and breakfasted. The Canton 
steamer to Hongkong, and the return steamer fi?om 
Hongkong, ought to have passed us soon after leatdng 
Wliampoa, but from some reason they were delayed, 
and did not pass us till after twelve o’clock, which 
obliged the pirates to ])u( oil their attack. The rivnif 
here, whore the outrage was ])crpetratcd, is about one 
mile across 

‘ So lar the tri]) li.id been most delightful; nothing 
had occurred to aAvakon any suspicion. I was i^till as 
woddod to the humdrum existence and safety of Eng- 
lish life as if I were but taking a trip in the British 
Channel, and so little thinking of any peril, that I 
dozed over my cig.xr and Iwok under the awning, for- 
Avard 1 must have slept here some time, as I certainly 
awoko with a start , it may have been a noise,* it 
may have been instinct of danger which roused iue. 
"Which it really Avas I am un.ablc t o tell ; but I immedi- 
ately perceived a mannishing up the g.uigwaytoWflw 
me wi th a knife in his hand and a gash across his 
head^^^hjil^ and only half-awako, my first thoil|^l! 
was a madman, and I rushed out tO 
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cure to seize hbxL In attempting, however, to do 
so, I W0 met by two other men, who attacked me with 
kiulfW./ <Suickly seeing my mistake, I rushed past 
them nmd ran on in search of weapons, endeavouring 
to find out what it all meant, and to see if any resist- 
anee w'as being made I now strove to reach the 
paseeagers* gangway to see what the Chinese were 
doing* Idl attempting this I had to run the gauntlet 
of several of the pirates, who wounded me in many 
places. Two of them hcie seized me, tCiiving my watch 
off, and were going to cut my lingers ott lor my rings, 
when, by a desperate cffoit, I managed to break loose 
iBrom them It was then that I sxw the Chinese 
passengers sitting below, looking as imcoiiecrned 



‘I then rushed to the stem, whcie 1 saw the poor 
pumer holding on by liis hands to the side of the ship, 
preparing to jump overboard and a pirate cutting at 
him. Here also the cliiol mate was battling most 
courageously with one ann, wliilc with the other he 
attempted to loosen a buoy I tiicfl to join him, but 
my wounds were beginning to tell on iiiy strength, and 
numbers easily drove mo oil With no hope left I 
endeavouied to retrace my stejis, but was immediately 
attacked by two or throe fresh arrivals I here 
managed to got within striking distance of one, whom 
I succeeded in knocking down , but the success cost me 
deaiTi ,as his companions wounded me «it the same 
desperately in the loft side How they let me 
I cannot imagine, how I was able is equally 
for me to expUin 
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‘ But 1 was again attacked by twb otlierfl, tea y ta d with 
capstan-bars, who successively knocked me with 
these weapons. I rolled out of their way, and Sfft a 
time was left in peace. I staggered to the wheel- 
house, but had to su]iport myself on an umbrella which 
I picked up. I was now almost insensible, and leaned 
against the window. On looking down into the cap- 
tain’s cabin, I saw poor Jlnidy lying stretched out on the 
floor, with his little dog staring mournfully into hia face. 

‘ This sign of fidelity consoled mo somewliat, even 
then, and indeed my solo wish now was centred in the 
hope of my being able to last long enough to get eoxne 
chan(*o of revenge by the arrival of assistance. After 
leaning here for ton or fifteen minutes, I fell on the 
deck from exhaustion and loss of blood. 

‘ A few minutes after this the pirates, who had been 
phmdoriug the sliij), returned on dock, battened down 
the hatchways, and proceeded to count their booty 
close by me. They continually ])assod over me, step-* 
ping on and kicking me Oji receiving my wound in 
the side, T, luckily for myself, had sutficient presence 
of luind to shove my handkerchief and fingers into the 
aperture to staunch the blood. The pirates, either 
imagining I was trying to conceal something, or in 
brutal s]>(n*t, tore my hand several times from the 
wound. Tho agony I thus endured 1 can ^nevor 
forget. How 1 prayed for unconsciousness! Ond 

of them motioned uio to throw myself overboard* Mdt 
even pretended to do it, lifting mo up in his 
Another, whom 1 imagined to be the chief, 
swaggered about in my hat, Avith a revolver and ctiQwis 
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at 'M'ti bnmdiBhmg his sword, pretended to draw it 
aeiloatl'^ several times, to tho evident delight 
of ail his eomrados. For what reason ho did not carry 
his peifbnnanco into practicel cannot possiblyconceive. 

‘ I was lying on the deck for six horirs with these 
^Uowa close to me, Imt not lor one instant did I lose 
oososoiousness. A junk thou came alongside, when tho 
Steamer was stopped ior the first time. The plunder 
was transferred to the junk, and they all hastened on 
hoard her after spiking* and brealdng the holm. Im- 
modiately after their leaving, tho crow came on deck, 
rigging a helm in tho stem, commenced working 
tho ship. A Chinese mcrch.mt, procuring assistance, 

' Carried mo to tho saloon, jilaced mo on a .sofa, and 
covered me with a table-cloth to keep the cold from 
my wounds 

‘ All on board wcie so overcome that they had to bo 
kept at their work by a copious supply of brandy. 

‘We were dolajed some time iir Macao harbour 
before wo wore alloAvcd to land, a regiment of soldiers 
being drawm up to receive us on tho quay, and no 
OhiAaman was allowed to lease bcloie he was searched 
and his name and address wore taken. When 1 recall 
the whole event, it .seems like a hideous dream. It is 
only when 1 look at tho proofs on my body of its 
bonible reality that 1 awake to a full sense of all my 
diaAger, and a feeling of thankfulness for my miraculous 
'^^Hoape drives every other thought away.’ 

' boys ’ who wait upon us dining dmuir have ' 

* 10 
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one voiy amusing foaturo whieh is commntt to all 
Chimonon; it is their inability to pronoUSto, tho 
letter ‘r.’ One of the dishes in one of tho most ex- 
cellent and well-served dinners we have had so far 
round the world is ‘ shrimp curry,’ and this the poor 
fellows can’t pronounce; they do their ‘level host,’, 
hut it is an effort which only emphasizes their 
failure, for it always comes out the same, viz., ‘ shlilnp 
cully.’ Another splendid ‘ cully ’ we had was ‘ flog 
cully,’ a favourite dish of the cajitain’s. This was 
handed round as ‘licc-hud cully ’ (rico-hird cuny) by 
tho captain’s orders, for he said no one would touch 
it if it were handed round undisguised in its true 
name. 

About half-way uj) to Canton wo pass some 
enormous granite rocks 300 feet high, aitd having 
all the appearance of gigantic boulders, also some 
forts which wo knocked to pieces prior to our occu- 
pation of (‘aiiton We took them from the roar. 
Tho Chinamen said it was not f.iir, as they were only 
intended to bo attacked from tlic front Soon after 
this we pass a great number of junks, and the ‘ sam- 
pans ’ (small coverod-in boats) arc seen in hundreds ; 
at Canton they arc in tens of tliousands, over 300,000 
people livmg in thorn \Vc hear that many never 
leave their boats till they <lie, and that children 
lK)m, grow up, and be<ouic grandfathers on then^ ttOd 
that these three generations live together on booiBdi 
BO you may fancy how they are packed. ' 

Those boats are continually letting off crackatf^ih' 
thousands, so you may possibly imagine tkje i|t|^ 
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it viMiBadement of tlie Chinese new year, and 
i^ropitiations to tho evil spirits. They 
let batteries of them at all hours of the day 

and n%ht; in tho dead of night, just tmdor the stem 
of enr atoamer, a salvo goes off which makes one 
nealji^ jump out of one s skin with tright ' This is 
by another boat, ^md then, in noise, a perfect 
naval war begins Another noise that wo have aU 
n%ht is that made by the watchmen, who beat alter- 
fjUitdy a gong and a dmm Avith a hard stick This is 
tp lelt the evil-disposed as tar as five miles away, Icnow 
‘WhaQ.thoy are coming , in fact, there is no hour during 
nigbt or day when there is any quiet oi peace 
These little boats are covered at tho .stem with 
obhmg pieces of deep yellow saciod paper, with 
splodges of gold on thorn, called ‘joss-papers’ These 
papjsrs are supposed to have a poulticc-likc quality 
of drawing the evil spirits out ot theii boats In tho 
pftpors are little slits, through which the evil spirits 
ttrOAUpposed to escape' As wc got into Canton one 
eonfhsod forest ol bamboo masts, ropes, flags, and 
hoam becomes visible, incessantly moving, and ovory- 
where is bustle and noise. There are laige junks out 
in the rivor with their mat sails, each with a dozen 
old cannon very prominently displayed over 
dOcka ; but tho dense mass of boats that we 
race the sampans, worked by tho women and girls, 
mothers working their oars with little babies 
; etraddle-legged across their backs asleep, thda; 
jjlteads nearly wagging off. They manage thcrijr 
L'^nderfoUy, and notwithstanding the mase ^ 
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tihem and the strong ciurent running, ooBi^oins tfsiidoin 
* ooottr. The entire family lives on board, And etMa Sttle 
children about four years old help to row. 'WhAO 
were alongside the wharf we landed, and got into 
chairs slung on two long bamboo poles, carried l:y three 
men, and found ourselves at once in the maze of the 
city and among its million and n half of inhabitants, 


(CHAPTER XT 


TUB LAND OF THE CELESTIALS (cOnihmCil). 
(a NATIVE (ITV.) 


Nacrov Alleys. — Shops.— Appearance and Dross of Natives. — 
Frightful Odours.— Gambling.— A Chinese Garden.— Native 
jSuipl03rments. — Outside tho City Walls. — Tho Prison. — 
Execution Ground. — Chinese Characteristics. — Examina- 
tion Hall. — Sharp Attack of Curio Malady.— Water-clock.— 
Temple of the Five Hundred Wise Mon. — The Heathen 
Chinee and the Missionary. — The Biter Bit. — * Susan/ her 
Boat, and Power of Conversation. — The Flower 
Boats. — An Opium Den. — A Chopstick Dinner. — Oui 
— Typhoons and their Effect. — Back to Hong- 
hong.— Duck-boats and Ducks — ‘ Rough ’ on the last one.— 
Leave for Japan. 


What we soo in this most wonderful of cities, must 
surtly bo tho greatest astonishment in our lives! 
Th® city is a purely Chinese ono; no European to 
no English-speaking person among its dense 
of people, and nothing European even ox- 
fax sale, except a few boxes of Swedish matches 
empty beer-bottles. To give you an ideSi 
Hm city is next to impossible ; but if 1 can sketch'' 
Pibcect, or rather alloy, it will be enough, for all' 
saane, and equally a&tonkbing down ‘tO 




minutest dettuL The alleys are so nuzvo-i^i 
. -wheeled vehicle can go olong them, and iSb/li 
way of getting about, except by -walking, is by (iMuc ; 
and these arc so rarely used that in a long day 
through these narrow alloys and thoir countl^ multi* 
tudes of people we only mot one or two of them. » 

Tho long curb-liko granite-stones of the payemeat 
are like glass, polished by the ceaseless traffic the 
naked feet that trot over them. The feeling of Con- 
finement, tho oppression, and fearful f^iaclls, are nearly 
overpowering. Tho scene everywhere is as busy as an 
ant-hill; and our coolies, not content -with their ' 
burdens, jog along cither continually shouting to 
tho crowd to clear a way for us, or grunt the un*' 
pleasing and monotonous time of him, ha 
Tho open shops on cither side of us aro narrow, 
squeozod up, .uid full of people, all at their -variotM 
occupations Women wo very seldom see, for they 
aro confined to tho houses, and aie quite ex<duded 
from general society 

Eveiy shop has its niche in tho wall with its little 
idol insido, and a brass joss-pot vith sticks of incense 
continually burning We can't .see what the houses 
are built of, for they arc litoially covered with stsiloed 


wtiiod, signs, and hicinglyphics, and varnished hltjl 
d|Mrk Japanese tray The streets or alloys aro crao^ 
^ of Chinamen hun} ing p<\st, each one looking 
serious as if his life depended upuu tho pat ' 
worit in hand : all with long pigtails, and th«r 
shaven, excepting at the back where tho toil 
•Some wear blue cotton frocks down (o 
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kne(Ki^%S A veiydirty and greasy appoaraiioe,arising 
frO)|ft4|lli' tooted aversion of thoir proprietors to cold* 
w^Mr<i^^<>thets have bare backs, while the richer people 
w«f* Mfflt:. Our coohes have their pigtails coiled up 
looking like chignons 

Now another awful smell moots us, which makes us 
,hold OUT breath to siidocation-point They arc so 
frefuent, that it makes one feel quite iaint What 



they be during the hotter weather <' and yet they 
|Hiy is no fever ' Beggars there arc many of in 
tdeowdod ways, and they are iinportxinato beyond 
ion; there are also many lepers Here 
I'^ttn old ^Chinaman with the hugest imagiuablo 



not with invisible rims, but good wholosomd 
of tortoise-shell, half an inch wide , thesd*" 
e so common as to cease to cicato wonden 
for a moment from tho surging crowdy 
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£nr aa the eye can reach dewjut the uxcmr mif «ro 
■Men thousands of hanging signs, each litdjl4dl)op 
having four, varying in size from five to t^ 
and about a foot broad These are oecaaieta a lly 
of different colours, but almost alivays red, vith 
Chinese writing on them Sometimes they are gohltm 
with led letters 1'hesc signs hang down to about 
eight feet of the pavement The effect is most extlA* 
ordinary , besides these signs, all of which hang across , 
the sticot, each shop has three largo lantmtua, one 
large round one in the centre, and one on oithef side, 
between four to five foot long These seem to be 
made of transparent ])aper <md fine bamboo, 
varnished over, as is ovor^iihing else There were also 
innumerable lanterns m the shape of fish, ot rath^ 
caricatures of them, two and three feet long. 

The overhaiigma; roofs of the houses almost meet 
the top and whcic they do not, lush-mattmg is throwA 
across to kcciioiit the sunlight, and prevent the choice 
odours from escaping imd being wasted on the dewit 
air Ihoro seems to bo an immense amount of coohi* 
ing and eatmg going on Wc arc continually post^ 
ing catmg-sliops, raw and cooked moat all 
up together Roast ducks and geese, num^iepMt 
dried rats, owls, and snakes , loast pigs cut ' 

tho middle, simply mto two pieces, and 
brown and tempting , liver, gullets, tjuls, 
ihost untcmptiiig food These shops am often 
one another, making it quite a matter of 
prevent rubbing against the meat on one 
ethM as we are carried along Dreadful 
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gmt number of fish-sbojts ; big «aip 
n.imd nx pounds, and what look td me like ' 
rj|l|l|a):ig in low flat tubs, in water barely cover* 
il]^4i(t^ ; others lying on stalls split in two, with their 
^4hite flesh smeared all over in blood: this 
OnikV is to evidence their Iroshness, and is invari- 
iidy done hero I see also a curious mottled flah, 
!|kea stumpy ool, ot which they seem very fond ; in 
evffltything that can bo eaten — everything but 
iron, wood, imd such things — is oaten The 
tn^gStebles are quite as strange as everything else that 
lUe^tS the eye , and though none arc like ours, one can 
U5W and again detect their ecjurvalcnt Wherc\ cr there 
is space for it there is gambling going on A\ c w ate bed 
some time a little boy, certainly not ‘'tuoteilum 
sStmu/ risking his money on the hazard of the die, 
Ws uotioed, too, that ho won nearly every time Tliey 
toss double or quits tor anything — tor an old 
‘dbded rat, or a shthory-looking lot of white stuff, I 
'iio^ made of floiu’, but I fear not 1 didn’t see any 
(its or dogs liangiiig up, and on inquiring of our 
^llj^eiide tho reason, was told that they are not killed 
tho NoA^-Year festivities. AVc meet people 
irith. Uieir little open baskets with a few slices of raw 
wA little heaps of different vegetables — a little 
*' to go into a doll’s houso, and an appropriate 

^ a people. 

j without exception is as strange as the 

isj himself) nothing bearing hardly more 
tabl^ce to our home equhalent Their 
W smoke; their cooking is done m tW 
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Ogpiiai; Things are so strange, one ex] 

'&atQ, and cold perform the effect of jftre.* 

TJise block, they use white, and so with 
things , everything being tho \ery opposite to 
is Avith us Tilings seem upside down, and you | 
whether you are not dreaming as yon are 
along They are just the same now as they 
5,000 years ago, and the children socui to know 
little, and as much and to be as independent as 
•men > 

* 

Wo woni into a warden Avherc are Imndrods of tWI^ 
dwarfed and trained into all manner of j>liapes-*-4sa<9i^ 
and women diijis lioots, biid-cagos, dogs, etc. Ix^tai3|^ 
wo s.i>\ many L*()ld-fisli, wliidi tlicy have sucooedOfJ 
in breeding witli h\e tads apiece They tamo 
ducks, toil, and geese, and make them breed, 0^ 
train connoiants to do their hshmg for theiOt; 
Crackers are now going oil, bcUiging all over tho 
those, and .i sort of bagpipe music, are nearly deaifeU';; 
ing. 

Wo pass down a long street, tho shops being foil <J(f 
jade-stone, ])ri/cd so inuch by Chinese of all 
It is very costly e\en here, each shop having Jewi^SwJJjS 
in this donbtiully pietty stone, representing a 
amount ol* money 'Wo also sec them cut"* ‘ 
stone, and millers grinding their com, as they i 
do a thousand jeais ago , silk- weavers, opiumn 
houses, and head-sh.iviiig places, ad lib. 
wo go Avc have a c^rowd lollowiug us — a good4 
ailpd harmless pcoi»lo they seem, who olwayt^ j 
Wr * chin-chin ’ salutation ^\ith great good hllj 











f From hero we go to the c 
instead of its being shunned, d 
atrocitk^s coininittod there, w 
:^ainb]mg-slicd in full swing sun 
‘people. It is a conmion pottoi 
lying drying nil over it. Up agi 
eross u))ou which they crucify 
ground, is the blood of sonic 
his licnd cut off a few days ago. 
to his fiuriily, tlio head being kc 
wall. There arc luany similar 
:'Of heads. AW) looked into one 
hiJi^nd Ibuiid it was~n voiT ti 
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1)0 though their pityis never moved. 

OittH^^wbehood, trickoiy, vice, and rautual dibtrust 
boeimBPpll^ir chief national characteristics. 

yffflwlpif* oxocution-groiind wc aont to tho groat 
extrfwM^^-placc, where examinations aro hold cvCry 
tlii|W^p(Wr to qualify for their Civil Sciwicc Ten 
'MoM M land, covcicd Avith rows of brick boxes, like 
se;;iltl}R>!hoxes, a small oil-lamp, seat, and bod are pro- 
vi^idf imd the candidate has to icmain there lor three 
nights, Aviiting upon subjects gi\cn liiin, 
Jbo has got into his box ' No chmicc of' ( ribbing 
heae. . Jf ho fries it, off goes his head Out of 10,600 
•who COmpetod on tho last occasion, only S2 passed ' 
Host of tho Ca/lon pilgrims who Avent to Canton 
’Wei'a attackcd by the cuiio malady in its most \hulont 
Iwfm ; and to see tlio sjioils of tho day exhibited in 
the pvening Avas most Iaugh.iblo — one giAiug in one 
shop thico dollars for Arhat in anothci A\as bought 

spent the other two days avo had in looking 
thresh tho shojis, in sketching, and seeing the great 
A»rat<(i5^lock of Canton , nothing moio mgemous in 
th^ than watci diopping threugh a sucecssion of 
tul^ into one at tho bottom, tho depth of walei 
in 'dbd latter shoAving the time 
IS to tO Chimimcn aic a gicat fraud, and they stand 
tnlamilled in the Airorld in every brtvnc'li of the art of 
4ip||Kn^, and their abhorrent disregard of tiuth would 
^Aal | | |mil . even Ananias himself The only thing that 
^'Pj(jF''^jfe»tern devils,’ as they c.a11 Europeans, can 
than themselves ore clocks, or rather 
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vatcliGR, for I fancy they ore satisfbd jdMjf one 
'V^ater-clock. Notliiiig else can we make asyi^^ tibey, 
and tlioy don’t want oven our watches ; the]jpS||^ jtfeey 
can do without thorn now as well as they did,' $,000 
yo&i’s. ago. I’hoy WiUit neither our watche®, tdooks, 
nor lailw.iys , only ‘ i»ct ont, and leave us al£K|U»,* is 
wliat they say. They claim to have invented tihe'’dwn- 
2 )as'» and the art of ])rinling; and gunpowder, timy 
say, they discovered mid used long before it tyas 
known of in Eurojic. llcsides this, they think they 
are quite at the head of the musical world, tiunigh 
1a) us their music is destitute of both scienoe'imd 
system, taste and refinement, but this can also be 
said of the native music ive have everywhere heard 
throughout the East — no semblance of jui air which 
one can dot cot, and no beginning and no ending in 
their soni> 

Wo saw their best tcnqilos, but they are aif the 
same, and wo .iro dm.ulfully tiivd of thorn. Tniere is 
one lciu))lo wliiilj they <s>11 the Tonqdo of the Five 
Uimdi’od Wise \lou — .">00 ]ito-si/:o gilt image® of 
ordinary men one ol them licing the embodiment or 
the prim ijile of Hollow.*^ s pills, whicli medicine they 
think worthy of such an apotheosis. Each of theseidels 
is supj>osod to ha\c .somo s|>ooial influence ivith theOcod 
and the Evil One. Wo also w'cnt through the Ta|p|ile 
of Horroi*s, showing the i)imishmcuts in store for }ne}e» 
faotons. Casts of flguivs, coloured to the life, b^tlg 
boiled ah\c in a tub of scalding oil, others 
planks being sn..n in two h'ngthwisc; all a gfaasHy 
piece of realism — bah ‘ it's all disgusting and 
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iwftthdn, and that it had all along been t)l»^ JOan, 
vho had presented himself in different garha * ^ m 
Amongst many of their curioiis trays we nortleted a 
boy sitting at the side of a house opposite to a 4tab' 
ful of some liquid which ho caused to slowly cumllate 
by striking the tub every second or two with the idde 
of his foot. Wo thought this rather a roundabout 
way of effecting his purpose, but tve wore not suiO -of 
it, for in Canton one may lie excused for having doubts 
on the simplest problems of life Life is hero a 
nightmare in which all is upside-down, and where 
everything is done ex.ictly as it should not bo done. 

Pagodas there arc many ol We went up a five- 
storied ono from which wc had a good view over the 
hills and far away towards Pekm. The thousands of 
little moimds we see on the sides of the hilla atre 
their graves, which are never molested 
The walls of the houses near the ri\ or arc covered 
from lop to bottom with or.uigo aud red colonred 
advortisomonts, quite outdoing .uiy attempts at mural 
decoration of the same kind at home 


Ono night, attci diimoi, ‘ Susan,’ our guide, took US 
down the riser in hci sampan to theMowor-hoat8,but 
before proceeding, Susan must be introduced, for 
is a groat character Jake all other women who Uli^ 


upon tho river she enjoys the opprobrious epithet of 
‘ wator-hon,’ for thc\ .trc all looked upon with 
tempt by the shore pcojilc Tier dress is an ind)^^ 
blue cotton blouse aud wide trousers, reaching fO 
little below tho knees , her foot and legs are bate j'bkis 
hmr, which is hard, shiny and smooth, is 
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afiM* of 'an ordinary teapot, with a good 

Btoi^r to it, warranted neither to break nor 

coiaoi'w^, She is ubiquitous ; she is also short and 
dumpy in stature, and besides being very plain- 
fsafiured, with fat, red cheeks, she has ono eye like a 
poacdied egg, tho other being small and sparkling with 
great humour 8ho has her own boat, m which she 
UWQS, her little cabin in it being quite neat with 
photographs, tinsel and other trumpery She sculls 
along her boat with ono oar most dexterously, talking 
tfk one voiy volubly all the Avhilo and as familiarly and 
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reely as if she woro an old and intimato fiicud ol tiio 
same sex. At night, her duties of guide she doesn’t 
Oonsider at an end till she has seen one into bod on 
tho steamer, where she talks over the events of 
lilm day and tho programme lor the morrow in sen- 
feenoes of tho most fantastic construction — words 
Ijoaititatod to such aii extent as to he only just on the 
h^fi^iOdaiy-line of a word ono has hoard belorc, and 
at all hut a shapeless sound ' 
fShn is quite an untutored child of nation, and lack* 
tact and the statesmanlike quality of conceal* 

ll-~2 1 
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ing hor thoughts by language, she obstinatoj^^Jjljj^ 
that a light-hearted, frolicsome lad from thb^JPS^tt 
was inehriated, constantly saying to liim, " My ^l|Klkeo 
you tipsoc boisterous spirits being so little uudmWOOd 
by those solemn people ' 

Well, away wo Avont to the FU)Wov-I)oats — ^viz. ple^^ 
sm*e-boats — which arc large, Avoll-lighted houso^bpats^ 
and prettily decorated. These are all t ogothcr, maltiftg 
quite a floating street, enabling one to walk from gno 
to the other and observe the people at their diversioina, 
Girls witli theii* cheeks and li})s painted a brilUaut 
pink — no timidity or half-measures here*, for it was well 
splodged on — ^Idackened eyebrows, and their hair do^c 
as Susan’s was, in the teapot stylo. They do it up ^ 
once a fortnight, and sloej) with ^^iHovvs of woodso 
modelled as to ju'cvcnt the artistic design from being 
damaged, 1 don’t know a bit whether wo 
intruding or not, l)ut the gay Lotharios who worO 
with them inside gladly allowed us to see all that was 
going on, and avo had much laughing and fun together. 

The gills were <onst*uilly louging and pencilling 
their ejehroAvs and admiring thcmsch'-cs in little look* 
ing-glasscs, and between the intervals of thoir 
cordajit singing, they smoked big-howled pipes with 
tho tiniest ])inch ol tobacco in them. 

Yes, 1 too am an o]>ium-smokcr * tho rubicon 
passed on this ticcasion — one of my ncAvly**ma(^\ 
Celestial friends prcjiarcd my first smoke for me 
follows : He first took tho ])ipe, which has a ^ 
about tho thickness of a flute, the bowl being 
■way from tho end. lie then \)ut a piece of 
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a littlo cu^ containing the treacdy- ^ 
lobiiSl^cpum^till he had as much on it as would half 
cov^ dr threepenny-piece , ho then twirled it round 
over 'flie flame of a littlo lamp till it began to bubble 
ai^ flriaasle Ho now plaeod it oti tho flat-topped 
boirt of the pipe, whuh had a hole m its centre about 
rfno of a pm s liesd, and tho needle on being with- 
dAcvm left a littlo hole thiough the piece of opium, 
no*r the si/e of a pex foi the heat has hardened it 
now held It o\ci tho flame while T diew several 
long whifts, only six, and it was exhausted I now ex- 
pected the tianco state to snpei\(no, but as it came 
not, I had anothoi pipe but still I was not happy,’ 
Ao I laid myself down as all opiuni-smolvois do, with 
toy head on a cushion and look niy thud and last 
pipe— tho laigest of all T w is now confident I 
Bih^ld soon bo a sjunt floitiiiL, tlnont^h unknown 
worlds in transcendent bliss, bnl I w xs doomed to 
disappointment, os ost(c<? aiil attci being weaiy o1 
waiting lor whxt 1 fdt would ne\ej (oine I abandoned 
the cherished hope ibsoliitcl) ninblo to detect exon 
the slightest c tie ( t citlic 1 pl( xs xnt or otlic rwise , 
though the little taste tlicic was xvas not unpleasant 
One of these Flowei-hoxts w is a rest mi xnt so wc 
laciyoumed to it and had a ( hincse dmiu i Wo com 
l!l(li$ilieed the leixast by eating the seeds ol the water- 
aftoj that A^o went to a little side table on 
weie caiidiul gmgn and w xtn melon, and 
Wh0SK)O-shoots and the othci eandied things wo have 
\ tw o caiiched \egct«iblosaiid sugar-cane, 

tiny littlo poicolain dishes From there wc 
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wo&t to the dinner.table, on which Were 
little porcehun basins full of somo unknown »ln 

ftont of us were tiny little bowls containing wine made 
from rice called ‘ Samshu/ and soy to be used as sauce 
when requhod One of our party, soon after Wb had 
begun, drank the sauce by mistake, and left tho.toble 
soon after, hors de combat We Tveie also anped 
with chop-sticks and a httlc china bowl not l%ger 
than a toa-cup Wo were supposed to help oursehus 
adlUiitani lioin all the little dishes in the centre ef 
the tabic, diggmg into them a ith our chop-sticks. I saw 
very little even ot tasting, no eating — ^we all ‘passed* 
Everything that came to the table was cut into tiny 
square pieces, noiv beyond all recognition, whatever it 
once was JJki i/ didi 1 lasirdhad a in\U I hadneves' 
iuhUd hffo) ( Aftoi cagcily looking o\er idl the dishes 
for something I iccognised, I at last discovered seme 
prawns m a soit ol gravy AVith my chop-sticks I made 
tor a long tunc luiavailmg cffoits to secure one , but at 
last I got a little into the way of using them, apd 
secured my ])ii/c couldnt cat it— some unknown 
pungent taste instead of our delicate prawn I hadn’t * 
tho courage to taste more than a few ot those dish^ 

• There were dishes that looked like cocks-combs cat 
into squares, but I aftcnvaids heard they Ware 
something c^cn worse Thcio was a dish of btiolcd 
conch, also cut into small squares , black-fish, gtecft 
Oggs (very old ones), pork and ducks’ gkrards, 
bits of boned low] on a shtheiy gieon-looking > 

and bits of liver, and many other tcarfiil things, ^ 

our eyes had had then till of those delicacies^ ||^[^ 
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brought on m succession, and very few 
>ved, so that at the end of the dinner wo had, 
Sftyi close on forty of those little bowls on 
theflhS^ Tea without milk or sugar was served 
a|CcV A^ly every course There was neither bread 
hor popper About the middle of the dinner 
birds -nest soup and it had one great advantage 
the Other things — it was almost without flavour of 
iKiay sort; a thin, watery, whitish soup, with strings 
bf A gelatinous substance in it, a little like \enmcelli. 
It' is thought a gicat lu\my, and is consequently very 
t^a^pAOSive W'^o had ncithei cat noi dog nor rat f 
know why wc hadn’t the lattci the two 
wore enjoying a close time duimg these happy 
days of festivities Everything wo tasted w.is aboioin- 
ahfe; but those lellows like everything, preterring of 
ebrpse the things tliat to us aio most distastclul What 


■ do with the ordmary paits that wo c.it ol animals 
fe enigma , we ucvci e^ on saw them The \ iscera of 
lujiilnals, TOts and mice, monkeys .ind snakes, sea-slugs, 
sjlkcWorms, etc, unhatched diuks and chickens, wo 
IWWO often seen exposed for sale Sii John Ilowring 
^liys that they seem to hkc food m its early 
of putiofaction lottcn eggs arc by no means 
l^^KlIenmcd to poidition, <iiid fish is inoic acceptable 
it has a strong fragianec and flavour to give 
rice 'fhoy take neither milk, cicain nor 
Had wo had moio time wo should ha\c had a 
dinner, and I was \cry anxious to have soon 
jt;' dish of thciis, \ i/ ‘ tipsy shiimps ’ Those aro' 
I on in a little china bowl into which wine hjW 
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Imtx pound a short time before Wluu ilbiillP| 
t^oved the shrimps jump out of the 
experienced Chinaman catches them 
sticks before they reach the table, and then esti 
Tho following menu is considered a little MtMfr 
than an ordinary Chinese dinner of the better dblM. 
1 give the courses in their order : ' 

1. Sea-slugs; | 11. Pork minced BO 

2. Stewod pork and bamboo as to represent 


shoots ; 

3. Bird's-nest soup ; 

4. Black-fish; 

5. Hashed dog; 

G. Stowed black cat , 

7. Fried rat ; 

8. Macaroni soup ; 

0. Salt-fish ; 

10. Salted eggs; 


crumbs ; 

12. Basin of rice ; ' 

1 3. Melon-seeds ; * * ♦ 
11. Betel-nuts wrapped Dtp 

green leaves ; ^ . 

15. Tipsy-shrimps ; » 

IG. Soups of various i 

and BO it goes OE fem 
over thirty courses. * 

( Hinton has l)ccu subjected to typhoons as terrifio igk 
their cftects as the severest earthquakes. Wo WOWt.' 
shown the ravages caused by one which ha4 buisst 
upon it like a thundcr-elap a short time previoudy,^^ 
and which was soon over. A streak of wi|i4 
only a few yards wide had tom through everythin , 
mth tho force of lightning; trees would bo 
stripped of loaves and branches, the other half { 
touched; others would bo tom up by the rootia 
hurled along like a battering-ram. We saw 
curb-stones, each weighing from two to three 
weight, which had been blown several yatds 
their positional Houses along its narrow cooxoo^ 
literally levelled to tho ground, while others 
unroofed. The rush of wind is so terrijkjt 




# Seinna impossible that any maspa^, 
it Even wrought iron lamp-posts aija 
sod twisted into the most extraordinai^ 
a]}, vegetation is instantly withered. 
Canton at 3 p.m. on the 28th February, 
down, just at sundoAvn wc saw a largo drovo 
of dixw going to their home in an old junk on the 
must have been two or three hundred 
At a well-understood Avhistle from their 
board they waddle, waddle, waddle, and 
hard as they can, all in one solid mass, each 
to bo first, all evenU not to he the la«t. Wo 


pushinfj and struggling with all their might 
in. It was no use ; one was bound to bo ‘ the 
and this one got a good sound whacking with 
a whip. This is done Jill over the place. JTo'wover 
he from their homo, directly they hoar 
■^^ Whistle, a perfect rush and stampede follows, and 
'^^'Jast poor bird is nearly beaten to death. Wo hear 
%6(ie ducks are all hatched artificially and brought 
iflp hy hand, and that they arc only let out of the 
.jUt^sfor a short time to feed on the slime and slugs 
ti^h- which the muddy banks of the river and the 
a^joaning fields are so rich. 

,’<^|iB&were back again in Hongkong on the first of 
and spent the rest of our time in visiting 
^Kr^opping, and being carried in chairs, by four 
the top of the mountain above the town, 
saw great quantities of azalea growing wild 
bloom, and from which we had a splendid view 
y^Ktown and harbour. On our way home, we' 




ft method (as fiaor as we axe 
lbs CSiinese) of transplanting large trees. TmMpjjbi 
Mid boughs ore wrapped round thickly 
which being kept constantly wet, no^dsht^ 
imtil now roots of sufficient strength are fortned.' 

Hongkong, with great consideration and kii||b^^, 
made the pilgrims free of the club, a kindness T|(p 
very niiicli appi-cciatcd ^ * , 

We Avere to have left on the 2nd of ManchVi^ 

2 p.ni., but Avcrc delayed by fog until day6n»4i| 
the 3rd. . 11“ 

We have seen many opium-dons — an indosoiihllijliSft 
though sickly odour pervades them all. Th«i 
is devoid of furniture, tho walls being surro4i^e4 
with Vr’oodcn benches, three feet hom tho floor* ftiftd * 
covered Avith lino matting, on aaIucIi lie many f<^i;|iaN, 
sleeping the sleep of bliss Avhich is bought 
Icniblo ])riee of a sIoav de.ilh and a soddened InkM^' ’ 
able life When tho pipe is prepared as J deserihild ' 
before, Johnny lights it and inhales long and ddCj^*' 
till his eyes begin to close, and the state of stnp0«' 
faction comes ciccping over him : his pipe now drant 
from his clutch, and ho is far aAvay in realms of 
and peace. ^ 
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CHAPTER XII 
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y)il9 tAND OJ!’ lUE RISING SEN. NAOASiUvJ. ROBE, 
i ' KIOTO. 

Zlirfy Weather.— Change of Tomporatuic —Nagasaki. — First 
- of Japan. — Contrast with China. — Japanese Customs 

Cliaractoristics. — Dandies — A neat and wonderful 
, jCtil^vation. - Our Coolies and their Prajcis —Japanese 
^ ti||tv6ets, Shops, and Dress. — A Comparison not in our 
l^your. — Coaling — Inland Bea.— Kob<? — Public Baths. — 
J<mmey by Bail to Kioto. — Scenery — The ‘ Western 
^$pital.* — Buddhist Temple.— Japanese Ait —Visit to 
Theatre — * Saki * — Actois and their Attendants.— 
nljltreet Bjouo during a Fire. — Our Hotel. — Inoonveniencos 
iul Shifting Walls. 

Nagasaki, Ja])*iu, 

- ^ Maith 11, 1882. 

8 hr 10 uiin m iiont of oai home timu. 


wc loft lloiiokoiig at (lajbroak on tlu“ 3rd, 
t#®’ Jl(Bvo had the most vile weather iinaj<iuabh‘. A 

f dold north-easter against ns all the way, with 
BOits, cloudy, fetonny skies, and for two da).s a 
our teeth, and not once a glimpse of the sum 
the Ceylon left Southampton, nearly five' months 
^9^ has persistently had cither head-winds, or 
wind at all, with cxcciitions amounting 
to at most one week ! 


lAiws dm i 
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We liavc all had more than enoAg^ 

Seak Directly vro loft, the change of ***”11™“**" 
vas so groat that thick winter-clothing he 

BBSorted to — all sitting about on deck heaths 
end — awnings down, and muflSed up, shiveth^ 
with blue noses, hiirrying along the deck kt 'libe 
pinching cold for exercise and warmth. FOf two 
days on our way up north, we kept in sight 
Chinc'se coast, resembling very much the west 0(MS£ 
of Scotland, and seeing a groat many coasting«0i|llli9 
beating about. Since then we have been fighHilg out 
way up here, and making the slowest progress posjslhki 
through the head-seas and strong winds. Oi»e e9est> 
ing our steering-gear broke, and wo rolled ahottt 
leiribly and helph'ssly in tlio trough of the sea dllikig 
the hf)ur it Avas being patched up. The waves WeiO 
no doubt splendid from an jesthetio point of view, 
but they were i ntii cly unappivciated I felt dismally 
we could liavo better studied their varying forms SOd 
colours Iroin the shore, but the f<din<j for thsso 
things was gone, though xmfortunatoly only in eVtO 
sense ; and ‘ flush ’ imd his inseparable twin-brotibsr 
‘Comfort’ basing fled the ship, the huge waves Kind 
hollows raced A\i1dly past, more felt than seen. Oldo 
of our sails blew away, and the same person HMS^^ 
again, nearly all the waj * , 


What the sailoi’s call ‘Cape hens’ have 
company for some days, tpiartering our wake for ; 
flying without once flapping their wings, and in 
fill motions like those of a fluishod skater.'' 
have immensely long and thin Avings of neail^^m- 
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They never seem to tare, for 
i>tis night and day. 

if 9 avrokc on the morning of the 10th, wo 
oabn lovely weather, with a soft and warm 
tttin lA&lung, and the coast of Japan wdl within sight. 
It tMil 4 great delight to us all after the previous un- 
pleWNIStt and stormy week. Soon wo ATCro steaming 
between high hills, woodtd or cultivated to the water, 
j>ind with pretty islands dotted here and there about 
tbi; coast It struck us as Lc'iug not iinlike Dart- 
mlFath, but it is generally likened to a Norway fiord 
The Tiew of the town as we lay at anchor, as in a lake, 
iom very pretty. Soft blue hills ivere on all sides of 
tu)>1timng from the sparkling Avati'r, a genial sun, and 
an air light and invigorating as possible. There were 
many ships in the harbour as well as jiiuks, a few of 
the former, which Avere lieing built entirely by the 
Japanese, being on the stocks. Everytbbig here 
aeans to be going ahead at a great pace , it biing an 
impertont place of call for steamers for the piupose of 
coaling Avith the cheap and nasty native coal from 


a 


i 


Jt is difficult to accoimt for th(' feeling, but after 
flh jyia it felt quite like nearing homo ag.iin our getting 
Had we to return to-inorroAv, Ave should 
had boon folly compensated bad a\o seen 
IM^I^jng else. Evcrytliing he^cissofJ'(t(t^/^^ i/nlwnsque, 
— ^no filth like there Avas in Cbina. A 
at air, clean quaint little streets, which are 
ent, little houses of Avood, of one story 
n' happy, light-hoarted, and more than 





Iniqdfy people. They arc most eaumiSf 
> mit taught, but bred so by nature. If BcW 
C^atc, and aspect of nature ’ theory is 
suppose it is), the three tiro here in their Udostitfpip^ 
combination, for the result is a happy, lighJ^^fjoWt^C 
and kite-flying people They eat chiefly rico, 
little in ‘ hot and rebolb'ous liquors,’ and are vrlthsQttt 
those physical intirmities which so many of our 
biifl'er from ; not only those self-made ones, but 
those kind legacies bequeathed by a glorious ‘ 
bottle’ ancestry. They arc happy as children, 
are far superior in physique to the OhinamcHj: 
girls Ixjing \ery nice, tuniable, and attractive, 
lair skins, rosy diet ks, good ligui’os, jirctty face^^it^ 
line letth, though on<' \ery nasty and disgr;lstlag 
custom is that in ivhidi tngaged and married wom^ 
indulge, ol making their tetlli black as jet, whUsh 
makes them look most icjmlsiM It is a most in- 
teresting country for <‘>0170110, natuially, sociallyj, . 
politictillj , and histoi ically 
(hi lauding \n( utie nnmediatd} surroimdcd by 
jinrickishaws on all sides, and the way the men puU 
them about is as uoiideiful as is theh endurance 
The Europuui costumes were most odd-looking. I 
fmey all who eau afloid to mar thini do; 
young swell hti-e swaggti-s about in a seal-skin 
a dress-coat, and a p.ur of light tiouscrs, an(I,AB^ 
Amount of what is called ‘ cuft" 

The town is without imposing buildings of 
k|nd ; but its cleauliiicss and general appeamn^l't)^.’^ 
nwet pleasing, us well os the daintiness, sm^ll^illbM^jifPj^ 

^4i *S(S 
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qn aipi pi ft te «f evetything. The population is about 
So fiur as is possible, cvoiy inch of the hUls 
SQiVOtlhding the town is cultivatc'd like a garden, 
ztOAtnoss and order prevailing everywhere. The hills 
are teirracod out with the big stones got from the 
1^, making them mto steps or terraces, from a 
mstanoe .they look as straight and regular as if they 
had been ruled out with a lucasme. 

To-day we walked lo tlu' top of the highest of 
thew hills, through terrace s of cultivated land, cut up 
into little plots, nu)st of them being only a few yards 
square, and covered with ditlerent crops and vegetables, 
upon which the litth* Jap.u)ese were occasionally hard 
. at work. The path was so ste('p, that it was mostly 
out ^to irregulai st(>])s , and at iut( iwals along it were 
little one-storied houses of w'ood, imd standing in their 
doorways to look at us as wo passed were the quaint 
little mothers with their black almond-shaped eyes, 
and their little children, all merry, bright, and glad- 
some, as is everything about them hi this happy, 
lieautiful-looking spot In ou<' sense these people are 
doubtless as poor as ' church mice,’ but they seem to 
to bo as rich as (’roesus in that which constitutes life’s 
rual wealtli. r.irthor up the hill, and beyond ite cul- 
tivation, wc passed through quantities of wild camellia 
sifrubs, rhododendrons, and long yellow rank grass. 

’ fOuf jinrickishaw men accompanied us up the hill, 
})a}f-Way up which is a little woodem temple, to the 
dtHnt of which they wont, and chqqw'd their hands as 
kn^l^as they could to awaken the god cUid call his at- 
J()(Qtio& to them. They then threw some money ii£(o 

12—2 
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a large vooden receptacle, like a pigwtloiigl^jirlKeh 
stood before the idol, muttered a very idtort 
bowed several times very low, then rang a bidl, ^rhloh 
hung above them, to awaken the god, lest he tlioilld 
have gone to sleep in the meanwhile, and forgotteo who* 
it was that was to be accredited with the offering, aft^ 
which they followed us, merrier, if possible, than 
before. 


From the top of the liill wc had a tine view of the 
hai'bour and town, and over a sea, white like molten 
silver, with seattt'red islands nestling in its peaceful 
bosom, and inUud, over a mountainous and beaittifuUy 
pine-timbered country. 

The erispnoss and freshness of the ak are most 
exhilarating On desci udiug, we wander tlirouj^ the 
little streets Avith their quaint httle wooden houses 
and shops all open to the street, and having instead of 
windows tliiii sliding-scrt'ens made of lightest wood, 
paper being substituted tor glass The primal in- 
genuousness and simplicity of eveiy tiling wo see is 
delightful, and ve shall ever remember Nagasaki 
with acute st pleasure as bting our first introduction 


to it all. A large propoifion of the shops arc Qurio^ 
shops, lull of biautilul lacquer-work, bronzes, 
Japanese ware In otlar shops wc see pheasal^, 
of many different vaiictics and coloius, with tai1|}{hfit3f 
live feet long, also many sorts of gaudy-coiotfl||iip|.‘ 
ducks. They are celebrated here for thml'y 
working in toitoise-shell, and a great many 
models of both jinriekishaws and sampans ma^'^fillM 
it find their way on boiuxl. The streets are fnfl 





S.I 




A aopD EXAMPLE. 



.■4 


B.ttiiod people, and though it is thsii^ 

I, the men, vrhose occupations aie active, 

„ . , ' *1*7 clothing — generally only a short blue* 

iTOck, with largo white hieroglyphics encircled 
a white ring on the back, and very tightly fitting 
trousers of the same matciiaL Head-dress of any kind 
seeinS to be rare, but the men occasionally wear a blue 
handkerchief on their heads, which they tie under 
chin, Our jinrickishaw men are almost naked, thmi' 
being entirely so. Little giils and boys, the latter 
with shaved heads, toddle about the streets with 
'ihfonts of nearly tho samo ago strapped, or rather 
Wpappod, to their backs Tlie ijjOic elderly girls and 
women— bless them ' — seem nicely-made little things, 
and many of tho y oungcr ones arc very pretty Though 
they smile most iviimingly upon us and welcome 
' us with their black, ■slccpy-looking eyes, wo pass on ; 
for we act up to a Japanese ]novorb which says, 
'Boware of bcautiiul women as you would of red 
pepper.’ 

A remarkable trait in their character, that one 
cannot help noticing, u that all seem so kind and 
loving to one anotlier ' A little dot of a ( hild camo 
near being knocked over by ono of our jinrickishaws, 
which was being pulled so fast that it was witlr 
^ (ho greatest difficulty it could bo stopped without 
I the little fellow down. Our coolie patted him 

the head as tenderly ns if ho had been his own child, 
‘*Wlid without tho shadow of an angry look at thO. ' 

« to which ho had been put It was impossibld " 

, comparing him with one of our too oftaphi 
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— ' ' « 

bnikl Oftbmen or carters at home, 'who 'vltit 
sad a slash* of the whip would have seftt 
fallow away screaming , and yet this is theconiwtay “S* 
which Enghsh and American missionaries li||ll^ 
teach them our civilization and what we ore in 
West — ^how good wo arc — ^how gentle — how hmi^, 
clean and sober — how exalted are our methods of life- 
how high our aims ' Is it not wiser to teach feen 
how to li OP before teaching them how to die f The 
latter plan has been tried long enough, and of its 
fallacy the records ot the woild arc unhappily by this 
time full enough t 

It would bo tar more pertinent, and less impertinent, 
■were they to sendmissionaiies from Japan to England 
and America, to loach us what is the grand potent 
which makes them so happy, so sober, so clean, and so 
kind and loving to one another. When ono thinlcB of » 
our East End and the stupendous depths of dograder 
tion to ■ftliith whole masses ot our people atourilwy 
doors have sunk, and whose dcploiablo condition, both 
spiritually anti bodil}, so loudly calls for help, it 
seems at least odd that missionaries should bo seife 
to a people who seem to need it far loss than the 
multitudes ol our people at homo Until our <yw% 
fastoring sores .uo cured, should not every mis&itmaay 
be recalled, and exciy iarthing of the money 'which 
now loaves England tor missionary purposes be applied » 
to wipo out 0111 own deep national disgrace ? ' 

Our coaling hero was done from h'ghters, soserttl^V 
hundred hands of both sexes being employed; 
being closely arranged in two lines on a 
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th6 t/d 1w lighter, a never'-ceasing stream of the 

Whets, full and empty, passed up and 
this way 700 tons of Japanese coal were 
quSel^'f'got on board. At their dinner-hour in th(' 
afteaenoOn they all knocked off woi’k, and fell to upon 
boiled rice in boxes which scMmiod to hold nearly as 
much as their coal-baskets. Many curios were bought 
he#<l by our pilgrims, many heavy packing-cases 
comihg on board a little before oiir departure for 
Hiogo and Kobe in the Inland Sea ; the fonnor 
being the native, the latt(*r the Kuropesan town, and 
adjoining one another. 

Kobe (Iliogo), Japan, 

March 14, lb82. 

On Sunday the 12th, at 2 am,W(‘ loft Nagasaki 
fot this town, th(‘ most impoitant one in the Inland 
Sto, and’one of tlios(' whieh were unwillingly thrown 
open to commerce^ by tlu' Japanese in 180J. Our 
P^ago this day, skirting the' uorthe'm coast, was a 
very rough one', until we euiteu-oel the we)rld-r(‘ne)wiie‘d 
Inland Sea, wheuv we' ane*hore'el for the* grotite'i* part 
of the night, so timing our de*parture in the t'arly 
morning that WT should pass threnigh the finest sct'ne'ry 
during the deiylight. The only thing that niarreel our 
enjoyment in this beautiful lake-like sea was the 
intendo cold. W<' are' in early spring he‘ic, and the 
snow Still' lies deep on the tops of the me)untains, 
which rise abruptly from the coast, it is diHicult to 
understand how it could bo so cold whe'ii we are so 
iS!<l(Uth*^bcing now in about the same latitude as 
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We should have been here two months Isitir t0 
the Inland Sea at its best, when a splendour 
and vegetation would have made it a p^radSnB} W it 
was, parts of it won' superb. The sea, a winding tffije 
of 300 miles Jong, is in many places thickly stttdded 
with isliuids , the channels an' consequently frequently 
very intricate, and th(' euiTonts swirl through 
like a mill-race, nuking the na\ igation very dangerotW. 
Isknds Olid slu)i(' are eov('ied with pine-trees end 
brushwood; and hero and thoe greenest sward tujd 
cultivated land slo])o hi hue lines to the Abater's edtgo. 
In every sheltered bay villages lie snugly , and jituks/ 
marvellous in their elaborate construction, and fleets 
of fishing boats add great lih' to the beauty of the 
scone. At the loveliest pait of this sea are Snow- 
capped mountains, using luggcdly from the coast to A 
height of 3,000 or 6,000 feet , and sjdendid were tho 
rosy lights and pearl} shadows of evening upon them 
as wc steamed too lastly b} Many times to-day Wo 
could have thrown a stone aiioss the water, while 
at others the sea opened out to a width of tWfmty 
or thirty milts Moic bc.iutiful waters than these for 
yachting it would bt' iuipossiblc to find 
When wc awoke this uioniing wo foimd ourseltes 
anchored a shoit distance from the town; ond on 
reaching the deck, were gladdened by a perfe<?tly 
calm and heavenly mornmg, a warm sun and blue 
sky. The water is like an opal mirror, and beyond 
lies the town, with hills behind it of a delicate puiplu 
coloiu*. , ’ 

On landing we drove through the town in jk|lijfiki- 
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boing no horses anywhere, all tho woi^ 
apparently by men. Curio, basket and 
othAr 'lollops full of beautihil things are innumerable ; 
fiiSbHsHoips, too, are common, in which we notice a 
gPeaS; many dried biwvn trout from five to six poimds 
e^h, which come from the large lake of Biwa, above 
Kioto. 

We paid hero a flying visit to the public baths, 
wbioh are groat institutions throughout the country ; 
for the. people are by inclination, as well as by their 
religion, most scrupulously clean. The bath was 
about ton feet square, the water very hot, and reach- 
ing to about their chc'.ts uhen staudmg in it. In this 
( bath these simple happy .Japanese people of both 
•S0?ces were bathing together, -without a scrap of 
clothing on them and with all the innocence of simple 
animals. Apparently they know not what ‘ indelicacy ’ 
means , for while we were uking this hnrricd gliuiee, 
a gtaccful nymph of about sixteen sunmicrs left tho 
water, and actu.ally stood l)Csido ns smiling. 1 )id she 
blush and rail away '' Mo. Did wo ^ Vos. 

Tho "veil that was Avaiiting there, must he drawn 
here. It was a strange sight, hlling us with many 
refioetlons. Tlio occupants of the bath greeted us 
•with smiles, and they wcio evidently pleased and 
flattered at our having paid them a \isit. How 
idfXmgruous such things am in a land where they 
greatest oi all civilizers, \ iz., railways 
! 

March 15, 18^ 

great places of interest near Hiogo are tho 


^ We tho 
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tuttive towns of Kioto, Nara, and Osaka. To tli^ 
we were oblip^d to procure special passports 
our consul, statinj? the objects of our travel, for 
are beyond our treaty limits. Ilavinff procured t^m, 
we start with a native guide for Kioto, about fifty 
miles distant, on an English made small-gauge rail- 
way; all the ii)lling-stock and locomotives are Engl^, 
but the railway is worked entirely by Japtuaeso 
officials 


The entire distance to Kioto, the rail rims alon^ n 
plain of an average width of about eight miles, be- 
tween low and seemingly uncultivated moimtdns, 
covered here with patches of dark pine-trees of a 
bluish tint, and there with warm-coloured granite 
rocks. This plain is cidtivatcd the whole way with* 
the most scnipulous attention and care, and is in 
apjienranco like one of our market-gardens at homo. 
The land is splendidly iiTigntcd, as is the case every- 
where here nie rivers and streams which rim through 
these plains bring down a last amount of sand and 
other .solid matter from the mountains, which in 
course of time w'ould choke their beds and cause thei)| 
to overflow'. To prevent this they are banked np, 
causing them to run at a considerably higher level 
than the laud through which they pass, making them 
look like raihvay emkankments. 

Does one not .see in this the aiding hand of Provi- 
dence, and how man, in endeavouring to keep nature 


from aggressing, has unconsciously discovered a ! 
powerful ally ? 

The land is partitioned into small level plotk/ 
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(Jie level of the streams, they can 
(leart’s content, the most abundant crops 
and autiimn being the result. There aio 
netmuKf Hedges nor fences, nor is there any grass- 
land. Sheep we never sec, the grass in Japan not 
BUlt^lg them, and oxen, which arc cliieHy reared and 
fatt^ied for Kuropcan use, arc all stall-led ; the quiet- 
loohii^ landscape is consequently without those flocks 
whit^ give so great a charm to our home pastoral 


The natives are now at work on crops all vividly 
gro^ and corresponding to those of our summer; these 
will bo harvested while it is yet spring, for the heat 
comes quickly and with great and increasing strides , 
when they are clotired, the semi-tropical cr()2)s, such 
as iiee,tako their place, and are in their turn gathered 
in the autumn 'Fherc arc no roads for i)uroly agri- 
eultdtal purposes, only narrow, wcll-wom foot-paths . 
and we very rarely see any bcasis of burden except 
‘‘mtm,* who carries or drags all produce, and who also 
serves as post-horses iix ])ulling the jinrickish.iws. 

Jn the neighbourhood of all the \ilUges am large 
oamqllia trees and acres of smaller ones, all in full 
bloijsom. 


The jnoming is keen and frosty, and the counti’y 
wean a wintry asjMjct — all trees but the evergreens 
be!l|g,^]eafless ; but the many camellia trees, the tall, 
bamboos mid pines, which vre see, prevent 
tb||^ ijl&dscapo from looking naked. As the early 
jtiters its grateful w'annth and light over the 
our home skylarks rise with song into the 
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iiir. These and a few old crows are th® 
we see. ‘ 

There wore a great many natives trav<ollix^;|^*|^ 
stations along our route being full of them. At ’pflkM. 
we reached Kioto, the ‘ Western Capital,’ which 
a population of 22.'),000 of the happiest race on Uifth I 
Kioto iKsing the tenninns, there was a large Crowd 
filling the station, which was further augmented t»y 
the ‘ output ’ of our train ; so it took us some littlo 
time before wc could extricate ourselves from the 
throng and get outside the station. Here wc tock 
Jinrickishaws (the biro of each liciug about three shil- 
lings for the DAY and went through the little streets 
of the town, buying a number of beautiful articles 
from the many curio-shops wo passed, and being 
utterly bewildered by all the countless objects which 
aiTcst the attention on every side 

We have visited to-day several Buddhist tomplett, 
and amongst them that of Nishi-Hon-gwan-ji, said to 
l»c the hugest in Japan, at all events the finest wo* 
have yet s('cu Tho urehitcctui'C of all is substantially 
the same in diaracter . built almost entirely of wood, 
mipaintcd .md unvarnished, with gieat booms} Snd 
cross-bciuns, with much nearly full-inlief cart^lltg, 
iuid very large, ^aggerated, overhanging roofs, tuXlm 
up at the edges : the general eflbct of the whole hemg 
a rather pronounced grey colour. There 
very large trees in the country, for some 
beams ai*o ot immense size. 

Before wc cuter the saemd precincts we 1|| 
take off our boots, and cold os ice to the 
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tttijh matting. The decoration inside is so 
light so subdued, and the now dull ground 
the 'beautiful and simple designs arc painted 
splendid a richness and luminousness to the 
i&tSkiot, that one feels like an incongruous figure in 
nrf ;btherwisc sjdendicl |Victui*c. Of course storks, 
pdac^M^ks, chiysantheinums, delicate spr.iys of bamboo, 
urtth its sharp, willow-liko lca\os, ])lmn and other ♦ 
VlOftfioms and fruits, are all exquisitely Avorked, and in 
execution are peilc(*t 

' The more iiripoitant designs Uou' and the largo 
paintings on the panels of the various looins, are by 
far the finest work wo havo}ct seen in the country, 
it being the work of a higher order of .in art more 
serious and thoughtful than that one usually secs, 
'l^hieh has so much of caricature and of the grotesque 
ia4 it. For love .ind oanicstncss shown In their work, 
itk depth, richness of tone and colour, and in the 
patient eomplction of di'tail — always graceful — this 
'Work may not uiu’eason.ibl)r be s.iid to ,ip})ro\imate 
tp even that <il the A’enotian school riieir facts ol 
fortn are ANondertul, and only to bo att.unod b> a long, 
simple-hearted, and reverent study of u.itine U is 
|Ei)*ramoved from being merely imitative w oik, lor it 
"become, as all work mad betfome an hen humbly 
Idvingly <*arricd out idealized and suggestive! 
mosc disappointing teaturc is their painting of 
1&t]uxian form, which, so far as avc have yet observed, 
to lack all knowledge of eoircct draAving and 
N ^^ ^ ^ ^^ough it is always rich in vigorous but 
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Inside the temple, kneeling opposite IJQ 
feuddha, was a long row of priests ini 
immense ])*i0(», all keeping perfect time and 
noise t*xactly like the monotonous, sing-soi^g/ 
that forces itself so unjAeasaiitly upon one’s ottt& "in 
the clatter of an express railway train. ^ 

Within the eurtilaoe of this tt'mple are the curious 
litth' ponds, islands, bridge's and winding paths thftt 
one si'cs so constantly in th(‘ir j)icturc'S, mapped out 
like a park in miniature, on thf‘ scale of about a 
yard to th(' mih' 

Li'aving lur(‘, we an' again hurried through the 
streets in our jinrickisha ws Wo s(‘e more tompb'S, and 
also tlieir local industrial mid art exhibitions — an 
institution ivhich wi' notic(' in all tli(‘ir towns. The 
temptations of tlu' curio-shops are too strong for u$ to 
withstand , and w(' frequently stop to admire the 
splendid bron/cs, lacquer-work, porcelain and inlaid 
inetal-Avork, of which my friend ot courst' buys 
than any t\io na'ii could can*} The beauty of the 
umuincrable things in these shoj^s is amazing — ^their 
bronzes aic enough to craze oni' — and the tnic ring of 
a beautiiul and deep art runs through nearly ovety- 
thing , but a siinph' sjn-ig of cherry, pt'ach, or 
blossom — .1 s})ra> of the delicate bamboo 
quisitcly graceful and inrlect in Imish — areth^«^'^ 
and most ehariniiig characteristics of their 
ornamentation. 

After a very liaid day w(* get back, tired to- 
to the hotel, which is just outside the tov 
beautifully wooded mountain. The old 
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L.lfcbe' valley, and the pine-clad hilk ©n , 
xt arc very beautiful in the thin risinj^ 

p.^g- 

I'oWer, consisting of soup, trout, fillet of beef, 
)i"^actras, wo go to the theatre, which is a large, 
^hted, bam-liko place, the whole floor of which 
ifci Jl^frtitioned off into squares of about four feet — ^liko 
a j^faj^4)oard. For a few rents we procure one of 
&6IB0 ru&h inattiMl squares, the thin wooden board 
b^Wd^n it and the next being not quite a foot high. 
SMyidaH other ' trotter gear,* arc' loft outside 

theatre in long rows We ask oiirselvts whether 
it i$ p6ssible for any single' [)«iir to hnd again its right 
owner ^ All sit on the fine' rusli-niaitc'd ffoor, but, as 
‘ foreign barbarians,* they bring us biokc n down 
and also accommodate us with a thaicoal tire in 
A lifilige open bronze' vessel 

floor is so crowded with ))eo)»li‘ that wi* hnd 
it'^lfoiy difficult to ]mvent rubbing shoiddi'rs with 
^10 young and pretty slecpy-eycd rlapanese giils in the 
boxes, who are constantly using tiny handglasses 
t?p |9ofe whether their claboratc'ly-got-up fact s and hair 
y p perfect tiiin, and who arc inci‘ssaiiL]} touelmig 
lips, eyebrows and lashes with red and black 
> ‘ Of quality's such as modesty, womanly rcseno 
s, we have not yet been able to discovc r 
ipftary instance ; but kindness, politeness, gentle- 
pleasing graceful manners, we notiei' cvery- 
^rowdyism imd vulgarity, such as wo under- 
Laxnong our lower orders, arc unknown ! All 
[ j|ivifiions are full of those easy-going, happy 
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; ®e of Jinrickishaw Coolies. — Their Short Lives 
"^Japanese ‘ Big Paul.’ — Scenery on the Road to Xara.— ' 
‘^4iouse.—‘ Tiffin.*— Dai-Butzu.— A Primitive Hostel^, 
jj^pan^e Servants. — Dinner. — Cuttle-fish . — Native , 
ies. — Curios. — Midnight Visits. — Our Ablutions.'-^ 
e Road to Osaka. — Unbidden Guests. — A Remedy. — /, 
A Bicycle. — Osaka, the Venice of Japan. — The.^ 
L— The Castle, -rThc Fast Young Man of Japan ,-*tv 
: to the Curio Dealers and their Failings. ^ ? 

■ ’ March 16, 1882. 

‘moniing at ciglit 'nvc started in jinrickishaws . 
b© ancient city of Nara (tliiily miles distant), and 
chance the eye of an athlete happens to light ' 
these lines, let him mark them. I had two, 
^^apaneso coolies for my team, the more bulky .,i 
‘SCO, three; but besides ourselves to pull, they ; 
j^r hcavj^ ulsters, rugs, and weighty Gladstone- ^ 
nv^'Ono of my men was in the shafts, the other ill' ‘ 

Yf»-; 

5®(mdom-hke ; and they accomplished the thirty,. 
" icluding stoppages, with the greatest ease 
^ the six hours, and tho next day ran 
thirty miles from Nara to Osaka in,' 



, pnlliiig up a grettt ^ 
end of both jouinoyB! They i!i 
uphill and down, excepting when 
‘ ,4nd. they seemed to regard it as a shu ' 
strength when we occasionally insisted on { 

, and walking up the hiUs 

Their bare legs, which one has ample time 
during these long rides, are in muscular deyel 
perfectly astonishing, and not to be matched» 
Japan. They wear only thin rush soles on 
naked feet, and have but very scant clothing j 
are short, sturdy, but splendidly made yoimg 
who, however, pay a very dear i^tico for their 
ephemeral physique, for they die very young from 
lung, and other chest diseases. They are veiyji 
fellows, and while running, keep tip a nearly inoSI^ 
talking and laughing Their lives are so short t3| 
we hear the Government is considering the whf 
question, with a view of stopping not only this 
tution, Avhich has been in existence for about t 
five years, but also the larger one of men doing 
olsewhere in the world, is peiioiined by boM^l 
burdea It is in the ordinary course of busisn**^ 
these men to do, day after day — ^if they are ! 
mtough to get the job — ^fiity miles in ton hours I 
for each jinrickishaw and two men for r* ‘ 
nules, and with which they wore more than 
was a sum equal to about 15s. of our English; 
Before wo started on our journey, we ’ 
t^dgest beU in Japan, weighing over a 
toua ; it fr hung so low in the little op^ j 



liiM tiirough ono of the richest of all 
in Japan. In places, this plant eren makes 
at the side of the road ! From our jinri(d£i4 
vb looks precisely liko a privet bush, and rim 
i generally about two feet high. We notice our 
‘ irild maidenhair tern between the stones of the 
lend pear and other fruit-trees trained on bamboo-^ 
iririi vegetables growing underneath ; every inch 
d being utilized. The plum-trees are in full 
Farther on, we go through splendid bamboo 
ns, about thirty feet high, which at a distance 
■tery much liko our fir woods in spring, when they 
Sridriied in fresh and tender green. Ilicso plonta- 
are a source of great revenue to then- proprietors, 
Ut a nation the Japanese would collapse mthout 
%ftmboo; they not only make nearly cveiything 
^tequiro from it, but even go to the length of oat- 
young shoots' This latter the Chinese also do. 
these plantations, wo go through plains highly 
and \ividly green with new vegetables ; the 
.^jjAtddy-helds looking liko oiu* stubble-fields. The 
we see ore again a few sky-larks, singing 
riiey do at home, and now and then a solitary 
Mr. This absence of birds is very striking, 
oted to see a great many storks and cranei, 
play BO prominent a part in Japanese art, but 
seen none. i , 

Urn. we enter a little village,and stopforriiil)iK 
a tea-house (which answers to our 





















bediSi; washstands, chests of drawers^ ba 
ihg-^glajsscs encumbered the rooms ; the 
things besides the shifting walls of the 
being a small si)rig of almond blossom, and 
which it losts, and the bcauliiully white xnMIlt^ 
the floor, which one c an see stret(*hing alon^ 
unbiokeii sheet through the house The deeoii 
of the rooms too, is quite in keeping with the 
of finmtUK', (ommencing, as well as ending, 
scrawl oi ])liuu-bl()ssom on some of its iinvamWh^^ 
eedar-( oloiiied panels Vofla tout ! AVe were estjorte^^ 
to these looms (being led by the hand) by two^ ^ 
blusliing noi oacu modest damsels, vnth * 

tooth; while thc^ tiy on oui ‘ ulsters,^ and exanma^ t 
our mgs, noarl} laui’hiug their lihs out all the ^ 

wc enjoy Iroin our vc»om-> the tender beauty of thja,^ 
view, across a wood( d and lo\cly valley, far Insneath n|S!» 
and str( (( liing awa\ to low mountains in tho distalW^ 
Altci a little lest, and the in\aiiablc little cups of 
wo go tliiough .1 t;uAe oi cry])tonieiias — a kind 
cypress — the lai^est tioes w( ha\e c\er seen, and" 
far as we e«ni remembei horn jdiotogiajdis, being' 
niueh like the immense ])ines ol ( Uliloiiiia. 
them are moie tliui tdi bet m diameter, and 
iifty or Mstyiut into tin .iir bcioic tho ftist 
Ioa\c tboui I 'lorn thtM* Iwii*.' ffiy.uxtit* wil 
coiling tluougli tin' air like cncunious serpents, i 
thick as ojw^’s I Jink r these huge toeeS^ 

dark-loavod caniollias suid otlu r evergreens; iijt4 ^ 
along tlic pretty winding paths until we 
coatw, a temple Sunounding it, and 
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togethezv m 

llilijflMMlf^lf gt^j, stone lanterns five or six feet IiigB, 
ext^n^P^ wr a considerable distance from tbo teni|)la 
dt^f&Jlim different paths through the Avood, theft 
effiiRlpidnst the dark gn'en camellias and other ever- 
glMM%ldug most weird and ghostlike. 

f^'ldllsidc, on which is our little tea-housp, is veiy 
jf covered with largo pine-trees and long dead 
hero and there amongst it wo see sacred 
longing to the temple, and quite tame At 
^itn wo repair to our little sanctuary, whence we 
on the last of tlic day, our spirits sinking with 
Mm. for we have before ns the prospect of a checr- 
lesi^ Comfortless night, the ojily thing to remind us oj' 
h^ipi^bvfmd taking away a httlo from the feeling of 
kselltdon, being some pheas<\nts crowing all about us — 
”nOf i|nito tbo same as our pheasants crovr, biit still 
near enough to it to proclaim at once their 



black-tcetliod beauties now l)iin« lu tallow 
, with hollow paper wicks, A\hich want snuffing 

"iiwBS^OVory two inimites, and a tin oi water into which 
ijll&pvt the snuffs. We now slide on two whole sides 
room, and aA\ait the cooking of sonic steaks 
with us from Kioto A tabJo .and what gy 
{lixs have been procured somowLcre, as well as 
^jnipkins. Our own Imives and forks, mustard, 

, 'pepper, fumisb tbo table. Our first dish is 
Ktablo, salt, and high-smelling fish, and aftei^ 
|l^fish, which Avc both partalce of (and I hav© > 
lie when avo say aa'c like it — I candilly 

14 ‘‘ 
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wftnut I do, for me /). of iKdWBe -we 
, ]|^e bowls of tea bioxight on, but 
OlSnk our own brandy and water, wbl 
Oturngh. Wc arc attended to by one 
women, wbo very much likes our diet, and 
herself to our dinner, depositing with tho’most j 
grace her leavings on our respccti\o plates 
are still eating from them. All this time,, 
regular intervals of two minutes, our dips are 1 
making, of course, a most shocking smoli 
eondles considerately give us timely notice 
wanting snuffing by becoming dimmer and < 
at last they threaten to go out altogether, tl; 

•it the best ol tunes being only equal to that < 
of our wav vest .is After dinnei a enrio-doaloy bi^iijga 
u]) from the town a l.irgo number of little oman^ents 
(inlaid woik in bion/c) ivhuh used to crnbollitjft tho 
swoid-h<indles .md scnbb.inls ot tlu' Daimios, <>r 
vinciid piinces, and .ill ol uhuh my friend 
few pounds 

March lY,!^ 

After the cuiio-do.ilcr left last night, theWi^ 
nothing to do cAcepting to go to bed and end 
to escape the loilom imd cheerless situation 
Our lowly beds were now brought in and * 
the floor — being naught hut thin straw 
with thick quilts to take the place of ejl 
blankets. Wo hoard a groat deal of tittem 
^''outside, an*^ doubtless a largo number of 
enjoying somotbing very much ; but as we | 
vwo the subject of their mirth, we did : 
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being excee^mgly tired, I fell almost 
^ asleep, not moving once till morning, 
told me that ladies and gentlemen of 
came constantly into our rooms during 
t3^^^^lght~hc sujijioscd fiom (‘uriosity — and that ho 
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able to sleep much in consequence Early 
morning, after a wash in the open air, both 
^aiknall boA\l, A\ith the luxury of a paper towel 
light breakiast of iicc, flavoured with 
pounds of steak, wo inspect our 'hoisee/ 
breakfast, consistmg of about 

14-*w4 nh 
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breakfast^ups of plain boiled rice, a 
fiah, and some boiled vegetable lookup lii^wp^ 
Our wonder is that it is only on this that nCMy ate 
goitig to pull us another thirty miles .to ' O^ljta I 
Just now ono of Do Bosco’s team had his '|b#el 
rather badly cut in ‘ skylarking ’ with his friendilf%^ 
a conference is held between them as to wlujtlt^, 
he should start— a doubt which is soon settled in ' 
affirmative, for he docs start, and in the choriaW'tif 
talking and laughing that ensues no doubt foigetilll^ 
hurt. They are as ‘ fresh as paint,’ and off we 
about 7 . 30 , through pines of immenso size, gtOi^ ' 
of camellia, giant eam])hor-wood, and other trees 
known to us There are a few tamo doer about 


road , tho air is deliciously crisp and light, and the 
day is again most beautiful. 

Wo drive through one end of the to^vn, and SOUn 
lind ourselves in the open countiy again, |md golhg 
idong a high onib.rnlvincut, evidently having $0^'^ 
thing to «lo with irrigation. We continue along we 
same plain as ycsleid.i}, with the same blue bil]« sjjid 
paddy-ticlds on cither side of us, which hero are tSfp' 
or three inches deep in wafer Wo moot a 
m>iny Japanese along the road in jinrickishaw8^,tfM^ i 
with Osaka-made innbmllas, after the pattern 
of our ‘ old g.uups,’ which make them fool 
swells; but more h<i\c the largo flat paper oned>illwi£< 
are far prettier, and not so absurdly out of V1^w| 
On both sides neatness and order pmvail in th ftjWWiB 
, the patches adjoining one another and boii^ |m||H 
^ like a market garden (irowing here 




4 ^mOERFUL CULTIVATION. »fl3 


beann, and com. The land is ploughed 
bjrttjlWlie#: we plains, and by men on the steeps of the 
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^e very last loot capable ol cultivation. AU 
* belongs to tlio Crown, and unless the faRner 
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olfttiTato it with the greatest care and 
taken from him. . ^ 

We now pass through a little village, 
being full of dried trout and salmon — tsid 
‘ old-curiosity shops ’ seeming to share the btldb^et^ 
between them. , ‘ » 

How long will these fellows go on without a ? 
They have now been running up and down hiU ai^ 
along the ‘straight’ for an hour and three-quart^ 
without a single rest Soon after this we 
another village, and at last stop at a tea-house (1 
50 minutes from the start). After a short rest, 
sips of tea, and a little fim with the pretty girl% 
seem to be ahvays present in those houses, wo art^’i^ ■ 
again, and soon are winding amongst hills. nm 
some very long-tailed pheasants fly across the rcfd ia 
front of us Tea is growing close up to the roadtift 
bushy and oompact little ])l.uit, .iliout two feet hi^* 
and farther up the hills, and to them extreme 
trees liko tho Scotch fir l>y-thc-l)yc, is it generally 
known that the tea-])hmt is a kind of camellia? 

Our nest stop is at J 1 .> in another vilLago, wheij) ||9 ^ 
are to kilco our ‘ tiflin,’ and whom we got more una^^llpdl^^K^ 
for smiles from the >oung ladies, who show as i 
delight in seeing us as if it were tho end of allj 
earthly desires ' AVo ha\o groat fun with them»4 
amidst great laughter they help us to unpack, iMj 
as to demolish our ‘ tithn.’ They seem to ap{ 
cold teal and tongue vciy much, even more 
like, fur tho supply is not imlimited, and we : 
btKBgry; but wo have our revenge, for they i 









smify lAHm Am ssJi ,, * . 
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it is novertheless tme->Hk 
old ‘ bonc-shakor ’ bicycle I the o£l]||j[ 
f^»||i!*se seen in the country During those tiro. 

’ only seen one lecd horse, and it was one |^t 
should have been instantly stutlcd, for it took djj imub 
time before wo recognised its s 2 >ecies, on acoottnt of 
its having short hind-legs like a hy.cna, and a 
shag^ mane like that ot a lion Tn the villages ifo 
have come through, and ooc.isionally in handrOaiiBi 
along the roads, wo have seen ho\cs with ‘ Dot 
• brilliant oil for J.ipau’ jiimtcd on them in 
letters; this being the only evidence of a 
beyond •ra])au For the last hour we have 
having a sUoiig wind agauist ns, which, with a 
sandy load, makes it Miy haid loi our men, oiii$^ 
whom h.is now to cast oil a worn-out shoo, and ' 
fonri the lost of the joutney with one of his foot ns 
hlotwithstanding ,ill these diawbaeks, they dope 
at our hotel .it 1 30 in ]ust si\ hours after 
Nar.a, aiiji-irontly little f.itigned with thou exertions. 

Osaka is the second city in Japan, .ind boasts a 
popuLxtion ol 270,000 Thcic arc more of 
Mes iio/ivs to the wo.iiy tiaveller m the sha|i(t'? 
temples to ho seen As long ago .is when wo W<j 
India we laid down a rule that wo would only se#.^ 
tetnplo ill c.ith city to which we went. So 
lyo nehixod this lulo, .uul then we found that ' 
goner.illy wasted the cntiie d.iy in seeing eithmt'jl 
or tombs! As soon .is eitlici of the words *1 " 

'■oaf * tomb ’ is now utU u d, wo iiumcdiatoly fe^^ 

Rnd tired that wc both tall down in the 






awT and castle. 
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sjjot; 


itly go to sloop. But notidtlistaitdiiig 


tlli$i^||^jtKp&8ented, at tho most earnest srlsh of oilt « 
guid^'to do * one in Osaka, and we walked through it 
at i3}0 Xate of ‘ five miles an hour easy,’ without tho aid 
of Mr* Walkenphast After a moment’s rest wo go 
to iha Mint, which used to bo at Hongkong, and 
wtueh was bought irom us by tho Jaj^aneso. It is an 
inunanse establishment, and seems capable of coining 
aU tiw money tho world wants, and ceitainly more 
poor little Japan will over inquire Little boy 
with Snider iiflos guarded its g.ites, ,ind after 
^wWWnting passports and visiting-cards we were ad- 
^tted. English ofiicials at first used to be here, but 
^l^dapaneso having learned from them all that they 
< |$l^di teach, they now do without them 
'•* ' joying here, we go to the old castle with its deep 
and noble w.ills, constructed ot stones of 
^wipenso size, some being pcifoctly colossal — ^groat 
» of granite ten yards long by five yards high ' 
On our way wo sec little knots of gills, cither toddling 
along with their peculiar shuffling gait, or else stand- 
shout the streets, the sun-bom blood glowing in 
inviting cheeks, and who fascinate us with their 
They arc dressed in their quaintly })retty way, 
short waists and big sashes tied biJimd, as big 
pillow, their invariably black hail brushed 
tiif) top of tho head and stiffened with gum, 
two long ])ins as long as skoweis stuck » 
The men are busy, and being neither pic* 

. 'KOr pleasing like the women, are not noticed, ' 
tho head of a bay in the Inland Sea^',^ ' 
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ihe V/enico of Japan, on acOotu!i‘<<i¥f 
^$K|mls and bridges, it being built on 
iih&toon rivers We had to present paA^pw^ill^and 
visiting-pards agahi before we could got lftfcb'''t3Ne 
castle, where there arc more boy soldiers. T!]ie*f'ar6 
quite lillipntian 

We dined at a Japanese hotel, canied on with gti$at 
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||jp|:e|luasu)us in the English stjk As Eughbh ih 
^^^Jourt Lingiuge hcio the nceniv wds of ooui^ 
Dnglibh; but tlio cooking was \ory much JapM 
Fancy being in any pait of the world whoro,Bp® 
18 every tiling and when* she is imitated oven 
her cookoiy I young bloods of tho town 
4iipd it was the funniest thing in the worl4 
01 lor their dinner in English, 
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* pleased with all we had i|eeii 

"JiltttlKrt trip into the interior of Japan. 

• Wo heard that some big purchases had 


hero by some of our pilgrims, lacquer-work 

and curios, representing a great deal of money) ei|Kpli^ 
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on board, we Icar but a poor equivalent lor whs^ 
given for them 

March 

Mr. Hughes the leacliug mcreliant of Hiogo* 
whom ^\c were loitiniato enough to have a 
introduction, took us round the town and into 
the curio-shops where our Cetflon friends 
QSibmcts wliich he had boon offered, before 
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tUtnw askod twice and tliiee times il^ 
pi ^]||||j|p ^ttBae SaUAtona china Do Bosco bought he 
270 dollars foi , but on his offeiing 150 
w. Hughes tcUinn the people we woio leaving 
i|MilMmtelym the Oeylov, tho oUcrwas icluctantl}, 
ai^Anth a much-in]uicd <ui, accepted 
Hh Hughes fiuther told us it Mould take man} 
IfiNiSlA before they would iccovcr thou senses, and trade 
as reasonable beings Aftei tho Wamhiei had 
there, they were pist tho same, and a ineio 
the guide ot a Mtll-known and 1 i\ish Jjivcipool 
h|Qfht3einan, was paiducail} .i thousand dollais’ c oinniis- 
||oD from tho diffoicut shops at ivhith his nnstci had 
his purchases 
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Tiir I \M) 01 itir lusiNf. si \ — 'iokouama. ^ ^ 

rir»t \ M w of I’lisi Yam I — Ijptloi Race louml the 'WWM.o-* 
T(Aio Ci o(lilo) — 7'cmplc of Slnbi —Along the ‘TakuAff*'^ 
io K ini ikui i —Dll Dut/u —/mmot faith/ toi 2s ftd. — ^ 
the Slioio of the Picific —Liioimoiis Ciibs and Ooi&{li,44 
Mmiici of e\plC‘^sln^▼ Pkisiiio md Lstocni.— Opimoxni^^d^ 
fl ipj.ii( so ( li iiact( 1 ~D( Dos( o > C onfcssions — JapailWt^T 
Toilt t — N itiiif / a Ai I ho Hi vi line — £vUs t>£ 
Wistiin < ivih/ition — A Nitionil Kth^ion ‘ Wnnte4JW 
( iiiuisms on Ail — Us Pist uid Ikobildc Putuio 

» 

S ^ ikfhny Yokohama, 
jMfiich 20, 188S. 

hr, lift eailici than home timOo, 

Wi, kit Kolu at 1 tui ytstcuh) and haMiig }i$4 
iiui ^Mnd m» hi\i* (umo \ciy well, .uiiviiijf ^ 

j>oon altei noon All }csUuU 3 r Avas \ciy : 
l^e same ]><.ison was ai»am ill, all tlic day; 
ag, lmwc\u w is c ilm and bcantdtil, and weJ 
'agloiions but all loo slioit a steam up ttoj 
1 groat isolatid mount un ol Fusi Yama (al 
Hoent oxtinot M»k mo oi o\ir 12,000 leet 
boon a most impicssi\e su'bt lor a long timo, i 
^ouxs l)oUno any otbci luul w as visible, its 












lafolge&t in the morning sun, above the 
^l|}iUilBe8 of morning mist which veiled its base. 

for the regiilaiity of its lines it would have 
iQght a cloud by <il] who s.iw it noiv for the 
; for it seemed t<» belong to the white and 
mMtt^ftWtial mist Vrhich, like a losc .along tho 
diltettOft of the ocean It is in the sLipc ot a cone, 
[y regular, ivith a flat top , .and there being no 
lend nc.ai it one c.m imdci stand how deeply it 
fmcc itself into tho n.ilive mind and con- 
nito native .iit thus bccomini; a gieat 
t of vcnci.ition uul woiship to .all 

hcic IS iiowdcd with shippmg of all 
fromnSh “i.aiid (KCiui-goiug stc<aniiois uioss tlio 
IctoSan TiaiKisio and those I'oing to England 
Sue/ Oiml, down to juiiks .and other mniimer- 
native eiafts uid boats Fiom oui ship, Yoko- 
with tho c\eo])tiou of I'omg whitu .and clcanoi 
hke any oidmiiy English poit A long lino of 
white houses hotels, .uid tho club, c\tend along the 
shwe; and aw.ay on the loft, on a lull called ‘The 
Wf^thc only 1 ising-gi oiind ncai), uc in.aiiy pleas aiit- 
lesidcnccs belonging to the Euiopoans 
week we scut lotteis ‘ > m I’nndisi and these 
> ^ sending ‘ ikI Amoiica in order to see which 
in then gicat r.acc home m opposite dircc- 
the world 

IS fai inoio Europoanizcd than any other 



1 ^' 



latters, oddly, weie deliveied in London ihesaimd^xy^ 
iveeks afterwards * the louto through America beiiig 
^Ikueker than that through the East 
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seaport town in Japan we have seen ; 
and people show strongly the oftects of the 
contact in having lost, in groat measure, 
ing and charming quaintness. Life seeme 
active here; and the unrestful ways of our 
tion and keen business habits have infected* i 
careless, sleepy people beyond wdiat one could lll^o 
imagined possible. f ^ 

Friends hero have most kindly procured us tl^e WIft 
of the clul) (luring our stay; and for the next few 
nights wo are to enjoy good English beds, a 
which wo have not known for nearly four monthtit 

Yokohama, 
March 21, 

Pools may sing of ‘ beds ot n>sos,’ but wo woill!^|^ 
liave (‘banged ours of last night for them. Tt seeu^ 
a positive sin to go to sleep in them, for they 
su(*li a luxury wliilo eonsciousiK'Ss remained. Imagh^ 
tberefore our solf-deiiial in catching the eight 
train this morning for Tokio (foniierly Yeddo), the 
capital of the em])ire and only an hour’s journey fcoitt 
Yokohama 

On amviiig tliero, jiniickishaws took us round' tlws 
toAvn, about ouc-eiglitli ol wbicli is occupied 
canals, and the moat of the castle. Wc went 
our one tcmjile here — the Temple of Shiba^wh^’^' 
saw tbc tombs of many ol the Tycoons, and 
carving, as well as gold laequor-work : the 
wo have done fifty times before, and stale now^^ 
they are Tycoon’s tombs or any other * cooii*a ] 

It was a bitterly cold day, and having to 



ickisliaw men, who took 
.111" lush capes, giving 
biKC oi poicupmes, and 
loof ‘mushroom’ hats 
luh and a pleasant, cosy 
COSY couches, tiled of a 












» tho people were flying, whioh, 
and oblong in shape, made 
^^^anging noise, like a very loud Jew’s harpi^ 

-1; To-day we had a very interesting mornl^^^ 

: pottery and Cloisonnd manufactories. Thoi'e,,ia(l]j 
where else, the Avorkmen all sat at their Afro 
clean matted floor, with a pot of bumin;^^;1 
immediately under their noses. I don’t know, ifrl 
it kills them, but 1 think it should do so, amC’l 
' proof in support of this is, that they all seafll^ Wy 
weakly and puny. 'Jt 
The rest of this day we spent in making pun^SuidB, 
in studying tho primitive manners of tho pooplp, MUl, 

, in tho evening dining with English ladies — w wji’li 
. greatest pleasure tho Avorld has to give to 
a far-off' land, though not a little tinged Avith 
those who, not being enabled to enjoy a closer 
have to content themselves with looking ‘ into he|i{dv' 
ness through another man’s eyes.’ 

March 24, 

At 8 am. this morning avo went for a flftoeiMlIules 
drive from Yokohama to Kamakura, in order to 
. , the Dai Dutzu, the great bronze imivgc of BudcQ^ 
i . had a carriage and pair, and drove fori|||j^y 

I r.^1 tho Avay along tho mam road of Japan, ca|l««j|n|h 
;.j,;*Tokaido,’ Avhich Avas as soft, but not nearly 
" ' OS a noAvly ploughod-up held — a road 
i TOgin soil, and with holes so deep in it 
. ceased to be ruts, and became pits, and 
' . great deal of core to steer clear of them. 
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I two d* three times for tea on the roft^ 
..^ _ - itwjJljjlwiied, to the same (may I say ‘ pleasing ' ?) 

hy the various yoimg ladies, as wo had 
' llj^neiKd everywhere else One stroked my beauta- 
(^Iban-shaven chin, while the conscious Adonis 
Land blushed again The fair nymph, pointing 
'eliaven eyebrows, laughed at her ingenuity in 
discovered that avc had the same method of 
lling our faces 

5n, at Kartasi, we had the pleasure of being 
on by four other pretty damsels, whose only 
were that they could not do enough for us. 
Ht>7 they polished oft our grub ' How tho tongue, 
lobster, beef, and a wholo loaf disappeared 
[ their fond attentions ' They were so charming 
couldn’t got my friend away from tho place ; 
I regret very much to have to state that his last 
,,^^here was to invite tho entito establishment to 
jS^tiMk^pany him, but on a rf'pioving smile from me. 
Saw the momentary error into which he had fallen, 
^SMtmunodiatoly desisted 

'^plhpeaxi hero our journey was a very pretty one, lead- 
iw til9 between hills, pitched about as one secs them 
Jfevonshire, but covered with pini's and long 
fgrass, six foet high In the valleys, botwg 
B, were rich crops , and from tho ditches i 
Dws camoUia-troos and bushes were growing itt^ 
k profusion Most of tho roads about here afe’ 
Ay, being skirted with grand old pines, their ' 
mhos mooting across tho road They are 
f, but v&ry rarely, to bo soon growing hi 





tho wane fimtastic way at hodoie, 
^turesque; and their general 
ntuat have entered deeply into the aocd 


Japanese artists, for their shapes epitomiise 90 
of their work 

Dai Butzu, this splendidly modelled brazeh 
though not quite so largo os his covfrere at 
in finish and expression far superior It sits uyeftllta 
haunches out in the open country , and was bul|(ii|iy 
a great bronze-castor, at thu desire of the 
Yoritemo, in the year 12>2 The length of the j^kdO 
is eight and a lialf feet, the circumference of Ihe' 
thumb three and a hall, 'while its whole hdgl^^iil 
fifty feet A subscription is being raised ^||l^ 
purpose of building a tcuiplo over it , but we 
to contribute because ive liked the figuio far bettj^^^w 
it is — in the o^icn air and amongst trees in a btM^jj^' 
fully wooded and peaceful \ alley For one 
You (about 2s Sd) wo could haie had our name»‘|)^'. 
scribed by the jiricsts on long ‘ tallies,’ and plac^’t^ ' 
a hoarding, the size of a house-side, to hang anMj^l^ 
thoso of hundicds of our fcllow-men , but thou|^ qjto 
temptation was gicat of so easily purchasing 'iaSil!^ 
tality ’ for oiu* miint s, ivo wore able to resist it wtMjir 

t figure were two givat ugly idols— janitors— , 
high, wluch (like imuiy otheis we have 
covered all oicr with little jxillets of white |NU^ 
which the natives haic spat on them The 
the wot pellet sticks on the idol, the luckit!li^yp)(w 
the man who makes the shot, and the lewjaff.j8 fe|A * 
Though the rest of the body was covered 
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(ttiddns fast oa lus oetiiw Up, to the gktiti 
meat of our guide, elevation and diieotl^^ 
perfect. My first round was high to the 
over his head , the second shot being only 9 ^ « 
taking effect on his ‘ chest 
Leaving Dai Bntzu, Ave went through Ke 
the site of another ancient capital ot Japan, 
near the sea Here wore half a dozen fine Budllmlllt 
temples in perfect condition, which wo did 
After leaving them, our load led us along tho 
trodden shore of the \ast Pacific 
The surf here was \cry fine, huge oily rollers 
ing in great splendour and noise tw o himdrod ya<idil^ 
from the shore The sea beyond was quito 
there being no wind We noticed a great many 
fowl, just beyond the bieakcis and on the sandy be<^« 
much sea-weed, apjiaicntly of the same sorts thatUpcf* 
find on our homo shores , there rvere also shells, buts|i^'‘ 
worth picking up as none were peifcct AVo walk^tU' 
opposite to the island oi Inoshiina (a small pine 
toraplc-covcicd island aquaitci of a mile away^mbi 
the mainland), and watched the men in their qU9<#* 
looking boats fishing beyond the surf ui the glaaliy 
ocean We aftciwards sarv sonic of thou catehes, 
amongst which rveio many red-fleshed fish, like 
porpoises, but finer and more delicate in form ; Salwi* 
coarse-scaled brown fish hke bream in 
very much larger — as weU as the homely ma 
We had to hurry away, for it was getting late, euftlJe 
were many miles from home All about the 
end in the lanes wrild camellias flourished ilk 
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At KftmakurA, tl^ 



UpKtttest numbers, tbo trees were ofibeft'i 
^ and wo saw little children gathering 
in armfuls from the hedges, just as our 
Ht home jiick the may in spring. Later on 
i^isli|li^|W> the flowers literally carpet the soil in tho 
rariety and .s^dendour, for nature has lavished 
ti^ upon this country more prodigally than upon 
on earth. 

l^ldle we were in Yokohama wo worked hard to 
se^ 'l^tHUO of tho ononnous crabs of which we had 
Ixwu given the most awe-inspiring accounts long 
vro got to Japan, but wc were fated to be nn- 
'oXs^Rmate. Not oven a skeleton of one was to bo seen 


•Af^UrtSlUate. Not oven a skeleton of one was to bo seen 
. > r^'-'fokohama, though wo could have seen one in the 
at Toki(», had wo knowm of its existence, 
we were there. Tho largest actually soon by our 

* Mr. 1) , of Yokohama, measured over soven- 

. '( i«|8(j^lfeet from tip to tip of its claws. This is not a very 
one for Ihein, for wo heard that they have been 
considerably over tAvonty tect from one ex- 
to tlic other, and story-books and legcndKS 
groat capital out of their hloodthirstiness, as 
well M that of the octopus, Avhich assumes gigantic 
is said sometuncs to pull doAm boatfuls 

lishcrmcii Air T) , a resident 

who joined the Ceylon there, told us 
himscK had soon an octopus 'which could 
be got into a hogshead-barrel (I don’t 
the bung-hole, but when one end was 
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of the most curious of «Q the 1 
''4^eaogc poople is that of the men, 

'> diessed, alwajrs bow very low several 
their hands vigorously with invisible soap, ; 
tho time tho most oxtraordinaiy noise 
mouths, by opening their lips wide apart, 
in their breath through their teeth. This is i 
of deep pleasure and esteem. The first time 
these strange noises wo wore much alarmed, 
tho poor man was ill, and going to die ahnoist^ 
mediately; but afterwards it became so commcii^ds 
well as ‘ catclimg,’ that we not only found oursol'W 
constantly imitating them, but also noticed many Oth^ 
of the pilgrims doing the same thing. , 

One of tho old residents here told us much „ 
tho inner character of tho people, for whom he Iwild* ' 
(in eounuou with all those who know them 
a far from exalted opinion Naturally the 14^0 « 
one receives during a short sojourn amongst 
c<m be but tho merest ‘ surface ’ impressions ;k jMtd ‘ 
we ore quite aware that a longer stay amongst 
would undoubtedly m<iko us .alter om opiniou4*&i 
many respects From our friends here we tdirajj'is* 
hear the 6.amo story, viz , that their greatest sius ajpe 
licentiousness and untrutlifulness ; tho latter 
them no sin, the former only after marriage, 
is no word for ‘ virtue ’ in their language. 
no romance, nor love, nor courtship, as we und<ipp|K|' 
them ; the women are almost invariably so 
BO obedient, tl^at no winning is necessary. 

^or tho swain to say, ‘You shall be va$\ 
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;l^ey obey, miich obliged ibr ^kxji \ 
Hdness. Of the wild throb of being 
vinip^ the ecstatic glory of being won, they 
ly know nothing; neither have the men over 
id the rapture of the murmuring assent, told 
1 , broken accents by their loved ones (which 
tells me is so delightful) Both men and 
have gentle and aftectionate natures, and are 
^_.id to animals, as well as to one another, but 
f^VO very little feeling The siiftering of another 
ean contemplate ^vith()ut emotion, like our 
►phers at home, and no sight which would 
us mo\os them at all. In manners every 
is a lady, and cvoiy man a gentleman. ITiey 
I Eke children — they lie like them, too , hut every 
!!|S^'[''Jiko those committed by a child, seems to 
a deal of innocence in it They don't lie with 
' amount of sin as our people do, for, lying 

no sin with them, it seems innocent to do it 
Xt\i^fiGOmos a way of expressing ideas ; and people talk 
one another like tiends, each knoAving that 
't^^ther is doing it In business t hey do the same, and 
thiCyiAro entirely Avithout honour. It is like a game of 
chess— the same old moA^es on the board, Avhich are 
Well knoAvn to all — for lying is a national pastime in 
are expert. They are also A\dthout sincerity, 

' )i^it*fwojial gaui overrides everything. Shyness and 
ikiMW unknoAvn in the land ; and though it ought 
ly to bo met with, no ‘blush of maidei^ 
ever yet been seen. There being no shame> 
ittjio fiocrecy of any sort. In hot weatl^jev^ 
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^yi|^4i!ul iromen go about the oouui^^ 



^ wa exception of a large straw hat o&^3|p^jp|||^d 
‘ girls powder and paint openly, sitting ^ 

with their powder, rouge and cosmetidt 
oorato thomsclros at a little hand-glass 
dimensions, talking all the time to the 
Their lips they dye a brilliant crimson, and 
powder, beyond all reason, their pretty chubi 
cheeks, and make their eyebrows darker 
dohncd with a black and sticky-looking sul 
Tho majority of the ^oung women, however, 

,1,7 j r> > i ’ ^ 

powder and such things, and then they arc ofteit ‘rm 
fascinating, for they have dainty, charming, 
winning little wajs Their hands and feet 
variably small, and their necks and shoulders getUiA^ 
beautifully modelled, so the eve often revels 
delights 

We arc told on all sides that our most 
books on tho country are most untrustworthy, 
only that of a celebrated nasal constructor, hot 
that of a talented authoress who is said to have dsfiNiGt 
her ideas large ly through missionary sources, Itb 
be gifted with im eye which secs everything in glow- 
ing, prismatic hues, and with a mind which has tho 
fatal gift of a great and euphonious power of ^ 
pression, too often riding triumphant over so '|i$tj|if 4 
detail as aemnuy 

The revenue of Japan amounts to only' 
£7,000,000, two-thirds bemg derived from 
all of which belongs to the Government, 
taxes arc less than two shillings per 
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cu(ii9’Jnm^ 1 This poverty acooimts for vagif, 
sluHteMwl^ Hrhioh do not affoct the tourist, besides ' 
thi i|> |^4 'vro have so often travollod upon, and 
*| ww [i | BiUll^ shock ovoryono’s sensibilities considerably. 
AlMHdjSSil is expended upon the army and navy, 
ipinH^ht with more propriety be applied to remedy 
1^1^ other foilinqs, but in this neglect they are 
dlH^j^^wing in the steps of civilized Eiuropc. 

of their navy, we hear that though they 
many creditable ships, the Chinese arc far more 
|llp(iiR(^rifol, and have gone ahead of them in the many 
reforms which both countries have alike insti- 
but which have been cbcctcd by the Chinese, if 
secretly, at all events without the samo amount 
<fuss.’ 

As a proof ol the imjmtuosity with which the 
jcfolHmcso have swallowed Western civilization in its 
(Vlglltl^ty, the Covommont, not long ago, appointed a 
emomission to inquho into and report upon its 
e^lSbrent creeds, with the view of their adoption ot 
qite as a ‘ State religion ’ in the ])laco of ‘ lluddhism,’ 
which they have long tolerated only as a makeshift. 
What religion they will choose is as yet undecided, 
though they toll us in the boldest way that as ‘ Mercy 
if the mirror of the Creator,’ they could not tolerate, 
AS a makeshift, ours, which, they say, amongst 
/(tlfofor tenets shocking to their senses, is so malignant 
ttt its <;irtielty as to consign all unbelievei's in it to 
punishment. In the meantime they are happy, 
i^it||N||immo respects better than the average of other 
iiriihoutrKally believing in any religion at^i^ 
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Bappy eridoncos cvoiywhere o£ 

deep and mdesprcad art-instinct in the 

been to us one of the most pleasant inddoMn ' 
visit. We cannot, however, restrain the eveisi 
thought, that the ‘ simple truth, miscalled sil 
of their art -impulses is f^tst hccommg tainted’] 
imiiatient demand the Avorld manifests for all 
duces, as well as that ncvcr-ccasing cravil^,ifni^ 
novelty, which acts so detrimentally upon true jtvt. 
The efleets of this upon a simple ])eoplc like 
Japanese must he especially disastious ^ , 

The future is being d<wlJy forcshado^vcd oven I 
in the production of a large amount of trash, whidit i* 
gratefully and reverently swallowed by the > 

work which lacks the Alpha and Omega of the psfc* , 
Japanese art, for it is -without that refinement ! 
execution and finish, which patient loving toil 


endless unfoltcred time alone can give 




» * 


The fine''t cvamjilcs we saw of their painting 
those in the temples at Jsioto, and though wo ard 
from asserting that they haAC not much in'tl|)$ 
country Avhich is bcttei’, these seemed to us to Iwive 
many qualities, Iroin a decorative point of view, of 
the highest excellence. If they ever possessed grada» 
tions of light and sb.idc thcic were certainly nmm 
observable now , but for lii h liannonies of fipe 
and intense luminositj' they would hang crodii(«]d^ 
with many of the ])ictnrcs of the old mastUISi 80 
tnaay of which, too, have lost all the light and 
they once had, and now ^rmjmin merely w8(|Je 8\ rf 
decoration. usSAihiU 
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Qf {lictorial work which wo have seen in 

supli iIMjMMtcd in all the towns, it may bo said to be 
•yiic0^ 'dfiCOmtive,’ and viewed from even a Japanese 
veiy ‘ conventional.’ It is almost always 
oil^|lffi|||ecne character, being generally very grotesque, 
n™ Iwnhg little in it that tails to excite a smile in the 
not very noble end of art ' Their compo- 
^9 quunt and fantastic, the only law, or even 
nuei^od, that they seem to follow, being that it 
be so. 

om cannot help anal j zing the tai'^on of their pic- 
being so much liked , for what is there to admire 
mthpin apart from the sidendid harmony and tendcr- 
colour (which is of a temper and quality uu- 
ikliiiQini to Juiy other nation of the CiUlh), a great 
4|ei^tyof execution, and a happy Migi>csti\o incom- 
l^etenoss which kindles and leads the imagination > 
, ^ijillilip^ed of these great channs, what is there in their 
peiating, or rather what is theie not m it ' There oor- 
is not correct dr.nving, c\< cpt in all those things 
wIlB^ may be placed in the c atcgoiy ol ‘ still life 
tbeke certainly is not c\cn the attcm])t to get natmo’s 
light and shade ' There is not any peispecti\o, and 
there is 'iwt coricct composition, according to Euro- 
pean ideas, methods, or teaching In their i)ainting 
human figure there is invariably the most 
cenb^ted, sportive disrcganl both of truth of thawing 
onjl |||Qetomy ; but in tho place oi these there is an 
of tho most playful and grotesque action, 
this qualitw/Wli^ is responsible for the 
they ocdifpy i^tho world’s estimaticn^^ 
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or does not tho human mind, in a halt- 

ashamed way, revel in quaintnesses, slid ahiii^n 
itself to the fascinations of that which is dxoA |ind 


Strange ^ 


Their lacquer and biunzc-work, their mUradif, ^ 
metal, their porcelain and other work, is a oswiMit 
source of delight, sometimes verging on distrMIt^^ 
but the really finest of these arc now very rai«^ 
with in the shops, so keen and close has heejt 
scorch for them V ^ 

The effect of Em'opcan tuition, oi even th^ 
sent close contact •without the tuition, will nyWltS,. 
believe, be to destroy the spirit and identity^of 
art, for as the art of a nation is the expression of WHS*' 
people, so when the Japcurcso cease to be the ' 

race they now arc, v\dl their art lose its old featdT^^ 
and become lur impure, bast<vrd ait, levelled down 
the vulgarity of the common world, .uid the roqhivb** t 
ments of commerce, the sole etlucs of which aro 
unolevating ones of ‘ demand and supply ’ V 


CHAPTER XV 

HARA-Kllil 



A of nara*Kiii — Account by am Eyc-uituesa. — 
General Hemarks. 

most meagre notice of Japan would bo incom- 
\ without a ^e>^ words on perhaps the most ro- 
Skble of all customs upon earth, viz Ilam-Kiri, 
lie practice of suicide by disembowelling, we give 
! lotiowing abbreviated description of it, with its 
ceremonies, for which wo are indebted to 
Ift^tford’s excellent little work, entitled ‘Tales of 
J'ltpan.’ His own somewhat minute aecoimt is 
from a rare Javpanese manuscri])t. 

H(trarKiri is of great antiquity, being brnt instituted 
us far back as the fourteenth ccntiuy. It is a cere- 
' ^companied with great formalities, .xdopted by 
aurai or military class, who, having committed 
5o, which docs not deprive them of the pri- 
f jof their rank, cither at tho command of their 
B, or of their own free will, put thcmsolvoa to 
etiquette observed on these occamoies h 
pimctilious ; public censor's, who i!| ^ ^ 
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who hftvo distanguished theut^d^J 
CR liltff, being appointed as 'vntnossos, to p 
tiling is carried out according to rule 
* In old days this ceremony used to bo ; 
a temple or shiinc, which in some cases Wtol 
the occasion , but in modem times it gene 
place m the palace oi gaidcn of the Doimid, i 
tonal noble to whose chai^o the condemned 
entrusted, the former being used for the highot 
— Daimios and othci letamers of the ShogUtl-i'TAg^ ‘ 
latter for officers of lower lank ' 

In modem times, too, it is the moie usual] 
to cut oft the ciimmals he id as he is icachmgf 
to take the duk which is offered lum, witi 
attempting to disembowel hunself, but fonn^ 
used aetUiiUy to up himself up, without aiv 
or 'ftitnesses. Even noiv, if tlm cnmmal 
requests to bo allowed to disembottcl himself, his ’ 
may, ac cording to cneimistances, be gi.intod; 
that ease gioat Ctvrc is taken to lose no time in 
. the head aftei ho his given himself the stab. 
nf trhoic aio tluec rules foi the tune of euttmg 
head the fust, when the duk is laid on the tray^ 
second, when the vittun looks at the left side of hi#, 
belly bofoio insertmg the duk , the thud is whe|L^b 
inserts It 

It is thought \ciy disgiaccful foi a Japanese 
loflQ to look upon death by IIana-Kma& a 
to his |julacc For e\ample, in tho beginning,^^jd»#‘ 
eighteenth eentmy scientcon of tho rotahg 
certain Dainuo, havmg porfoimed Uava-Kfi 
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Yodo, tho people of the 
priests to oomc and purify it The 
4liui^ pidaoe hearing this, ordered tho garden 
it was, thinking that no place could bo 
,|jy the blood of a Satnurai who had died by 
hmd. 

itet was highly commended by the people. In 
eoessary details, as regards the arrangement 
e of execution, tho witnesses arc consulted ; 
considered a great broach of decorum if any 
retainers of tho prince, to whose care the 
is consign^ for execution, make any mis- 
ih tho proper imss to bo observed 
f^tottiodem times tho place of Ifam-Kh i is eighteen 
nn, ^square, tho cf.ndcmuod man being in the centre, 
cases lacing the witnesses, who are seated 
to eighteen loot fmm him If tho execution 
|sW.n in the palace, a -nbite cotton cloth or quilt 
down on tho matting, covered over with two 
j|p|a»jiga sown together , two Avhitc paper screens are 
n^^vided, behind which are concealed the duk on 
a bucket lor the head when out ol, an inconsc- 
StniHtf, a pail of water, and a basin 11 the execution 
has to be perfonned in the garden, tho same air.uige- 
iMFO mode , and a white curtain (white being 
ttlffi'ftt Japan and Chhia for mourning; is elected, 
ygBilW a place of the requisite dimensions. If it 
in the night-time, the necessary candles-— 
^l^ljlpsh comer — arc provided, excessive illuminar 
indecorous. 

being condemned by the GovcrnmonllO 
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WBeinbowcl himself, the censors appoiUKted to Mi 
ell necessary arrangements are carried 
|homselvcs to tho prince to whoso care 
is entrusted ; and who, on receiving them» 
ought to attend in person, and whether the^MlM^ 
wish to receive tho remains of the condemneld^?#^ 
are then shown the preparations made by the 
and the prisoner is informed that all is 
changes his di-ess, and, accompanied by his ‘ sdllM 
throe in numbci — chief, assistant, and infert^^ 
escorted to the place of evccution. After the 
censor has read the sentence, be immediately IfitA 
tho palace ; and tho prisoner, ha\ing again ch|||&i| 
his clothes, is presented by the assisting *^66^ 
with a dirk (nine and a half inches long) on a 
and, on tho victim loaning forward to take tble^l 
head is stnick off by the chief ‘ second/ The 
or inferior ‘ second,’ then lifts the head by thtS M 


knot, places it on some thick paper containing 
of rice, bran, and ashes, laid on the palm of his 
and can’ics it to the censor for identification, 
hoiid be bald, il is earned round on u btiletto, 
throiij(h the lelt c.ir 

When a counnon man is cvecutod, he is bound 'witjli 
cords, and so made to t.ihc bis |>laco , but a SajdilJtnu 
wears his dress of eoreniony, is presented 
dagger, and dies in the manner described abovei« 
thn identification of the head, tho priitco is 
for tho trouble to wliich ho hius boon put., 
is brought out, tlic coqiso hidden hv a wMtixIttwiD. 
tHid tho witnesses Icatc. 
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Tw^niroEtd used on these occasions should l)e 
of jp Pjwtttthal from whom tho second should ask it 
tenns os tho following: ‘As I am to 
1.WWi|Mp^ lionour of acting as j^our second, T would 
wSj$^lBc(m your sword f«)r dio occasion It may be 
^^^lij^asolation to you to ^rish by yom own sword^| 
WKwidch you arc so familiar or else one should be 
from his lord, but in no case should the 
tiso his own 

Hxtford also describes an execution by JTarn- 
which ho was sent oHicially to witness 
condemned man was Taki Zon/.ibnro, an officer 
uJitl^j|ib!eiBizon, who gave the oidci to fire njMm the foreign 
SPpWfiblont at riiogo, in the month of Febniary, 18C8. 

to that time no foreigner had witnessed such 
',^||^,e*0cution, which was rather looked upon as a 
,^|i{^ltfdllor’s fable 

’^f^TPho ceremony which was ordered by tho Mikado 
ill^tUielf, took ])lace at 1030 at night in the Templo of 
^$$frikugi, tho he.ul<JnaltCl^ of the Satsuma troops at 
A witness was sent from eadi ol tho foreign 
l<l||pations, making seven in all 
'** We were conducted to the teraific by officers of the 
Prinoee of Satsuma and (lioshiu. Although the 
eif^^rajiony was to be conducted in the most private 
tho casual remarks which wo overheard in 
, and from tho crowd lining tho principal 

^ to tho temple, showed that it w as a matter 
^ttle interest to the public 

|l$onrtyard of the temple presented a 

sight It was croA\dod with sold^Es|ll;' 
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In Imots round ]ai;g«<,lSnK(, ,mioh 
tiuew a dim flickering light over the heocy^ eraujlii^ 
quaint gable-ends of the bocrod buildup, jrajjmttt 
chown mto an inner room, where we were to 
the preparation for the ceremony was 00Iim^Hb\ 
Jn the nc\t room to us were the high 
officers 

* Aftci n long interval, which seemed doub^^ 
from the silence which prevailed, the proy^dii)ICM| 
Governor of Hiogo came m, took down oux 
and infoimcd us that seven sheiiffj, or wifaMKM ^ fH 
would attend on the pait of the Japanese, 
behalf of the Mikido, two from each of 
iniontry regiments at Iliogo, and a roprosentfttln^^^ 
from the cumin il’s clan Wo weio then asked if ’ 
desired to put any cpiostions to the piisoner, to ^ 

Avo leplied m the nogatuo. * ^ ' 

*A further del ly then ensued, after which we twin* 
lUAitcd to follow the Japanese ivitnessos into the ' 

hall of the temple, where the cciomony was tO ^ 
portonned * 

‘It was an unposing scone A Urge liaU^ wifih ft 
high loof, sujipoited by dark pillais of wood {Venh 
tho coiling hung a piofusion of those liugo gilt 
and ornaments poculiar to Ihiddhist tompleft 
front of tho high altar, whoro tho floor, covere|djf|ljk 
beautiful white mats, is loiscd some three 
inches from the ground, was kiid a lug of 
Tall candles placed at icgulai intervals, gaTet^*R^ 

^ dim mystoilous light, ]ust sufficient to let all 
erodings he soon The seven Japanese 
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CAtjpdt, ivitih hid back to the h^ 

UMiahb crouching on hid left-hand nde. 

‘Ono of tho three attendant officers 
fortirard, bearing a stand of tho kind used 
for offerings, on which, wrapped in paper, 
short sword or dirk of the Japanese, nine 
inches in length, Avith a point and edge as shatj^J 
razor’s. I’his ho handed, prostrating liimself, 
condemned man, who rccehed it reverently, 
to his head with both hands, and placed it in I^CEt 
of him. / ' 

‘ Alter another profound obeisance, Taki Zensah*^ 
in a voice which betrayed just so much emoti(xa 
hesitation ns might be expected from a man 
making a psiinful confession, but with no other sighl*^’^ 
either in his f.icc or manner, spoke as follows : i 

‘ “ I, and I alone, unwarrantably gave the otd^tp b 
fire on tho foreignci’s at Kob(', and again as they 
to escape For this crime T disembowel luysolf; 

1 bog you, Avho arc present, to do me the honor 
' witnessing the act ” ^ 

‘ Bowing once more, the speaker allowed his 
gaments to slip dorvu to his girdle, remaining 
to tho waist. Oarohdly, according to custo]xt,*,'W 
tutted his sleeves rruder his kirccs to prevent hhfM(|}| 
felling backwards, for a noble Japanese ehouKE]|v\, 
falling forwards. Dclrberatoly, with a steady^l^HK^ 
he took tho diiik that lay before him ; he looked 
wistfully, almost affectionately For a monielft’ild 
peemod to collect his thoughts for tho last ti]4^|,||P , 
then, stabbing himself deeply below the waj djjjtfMtf ' 
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of ft yonog fellow, only twenty years old, wl 
Otjrntent with, giving himself the one 
slashed himself thrice horizontally, and tvdee l 
Then he stabbed himself in tho throat, untiL j 
protruded on tho other side, with its sharp 
the' front , setting his tooth in ono supreme 
drove tho knifo forward with both hands throt^h $u 
throat, and fell dead. I 

In tho year 1869 a motion was brought forwtft^W 
tho Japanoso Porliamont advocating the abolition ^ 
tho praetico of Jfaiu-KiiL Two hundred memhUim 
out of a house of two himdrod and nine voted ayoifm < 
the motion, which was supported by only thcNw, 
speakers, six members not voting on cither side, 
this debate the Ihtra-Klri was called ‘the very_ditr^jM^‘ 
of the .lapancso national spirit, and tho embodiment 
practice of devotion to principle ‘ a groat omataet^^ 
to tho empire,’ a pillar of tho constitution, 
valuable institution, tending to tho honour of thh 
nobles, and based on a compassionate feeling towai4* 
tho olKcial caste ,’ ‘ a pillar of religion, and a spu)r ^ 
virtue’ It is a signiticant fact that the proposer 
this motion, who on more than ono occasion rendered 
himself conspicuous by his advocacy of Westonl ciVpi^ 
station, was murdered not long after this debate 
place. A 

Tho punctilious and ceremonious character df 
Japanese people scorns in some way to exploift wft 
existence of this extraordinary practice of HarchKi^f 
for among nations not possessing so high a , 

honour it could not lind a place " 



wKmsm, oHvaliy, and devotion, must exist in'**" 
a certain prince being compelled to pw^ 
foippllli^^hipn upon himself, for cutting at another 
VjWj fcj j OT jyword who had insulted him, forty-'vven of 
M^ers, after years of patient waiting and watch- 
ll&lpiHiirirder to achieve their purpose without possi^ 
cf failure, attiicked the house of the insulting 
and killed him, immediately afterwards por- 
Hant'Ki ri on themselves, thus anticipating 
they knew they would be ordered to do by tho 
I isniptp, but perfectly satisfied in having avenged their 
‘ l6r<L This is a piece of heroism and devotion 
to bo matched in tho world , and oven now tho 
If^Mttese pay those faithful servants almost divine 


fiAlthough this happened at the beginning of tho 
^fiil^teenth century, as recently as 1S08 a man, after 
n ^^ying before the tombs of tho /m /y-si v< ii, pcrformoil 
» SUm-Kii i, considermg it tho most honoiuable place 
sribetein to put an end to his existence. 

The practice ccilainly shows heroic disdain of 
death, considerable courage, atid stiict discipline to 
the customs of the couiitiy For a nun to cxccuto 
hifty wlf for having done that which outraged his 
CCtjl&py’s laws, shows, that whatever may have boon 
guilt or justification, he ne\er meant to try 
■bh'k tho legal consequences of his act. This is 
alipJMit ennobling guilt ' Would that our own male- 
!Adh9bV'COuld SCO it in the same light , and by following 


ICtioo of these simple people, do unto themselves 
what they so generously did unto othiSvsl 



CHAPTER XYI. 

\ 

ON THE PAririf. — OUR VOYAOE TO nTE SANIrtflctf 

ISLANDS. '< ,% 

Good-bye to Japan. — A Son-sou wester. — We lose an old 
— From East to West.— Three Sundays in Nine Days 
tu^nese Men-of war.— -Capture of Two Cape-hemi) IWji 
‘Capons.’ — Loss of the Screw of our Lo^(.— Sandwich Z8lAii||d[ » 
visible. — Ariival at Honolulu. a, »> 

March 25, imtf* 


A BHIOHT soft and lovely inoniin" this, onr last < 
tho land of tho Risinjf Sun. How it i)ains us to {„ 
Our visit has hocu little but a llootin" glimpse of a Stitt-- 
beam happiness, unlaiown to any other people as it is^ 
to these. The sun seems to shine brighter, while alH, 
nature is overflowing with a greater happineas, as iJbi0 
knowledge pomes upon us that the last hour when.t)n^ 
shall leave this land of lightest joy draws so ttttMrf 
Wo ore aU under its seductirc spell, and some atOOMi > 
deserting the ship, i-osistless against tho 
fascinations of tho country 1 It pierces all to the liWHili, 
to have to leave so soon places so full of enchatttO>wfet * 
but our tour is little else than a yachting 
skuny roimd the Avorld, and seemingly nea^yUMl^.. 
on the sea. 



A SOU SOU WESTMR, 



n^e our last purchases this morning, And a% 
nojM l^t on hoard with Mends There was the usual 
bdi^jPp'Wd to get rid of bciorc we started for the other 


Natives with all sorts ot things to soil , 
k AVords and daggers, to \asis, cabinets, dwarf 
^ AtO It was most amusing to see how chea}» now 
^N^hing was , all gomg fui an old song At 2 p.m 


4 
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tlinsnrow began to go round, .md wo wuo onto more 
q & } this time on the longest voyage ol oui tour 
t% wras a lovely aftomoou, with bright sun and a 
dltn and glassy sea Fusi Yama, hlty miles away, 


like the solt memory ot a mountain than a 
with its coat ot pinky coloured snow softly 
iMplIhlit QUt agamst the empyrean blue 
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ntildB domi the bey, a few vud|otV ' 

' IttDtibte^ on board left in a steam launch; 

«i^, the last of Eastern lands faded awa;^^*| 
headed for Honolulu (distant 3,500 inile£i)*'lt 
lands of the ‘new world,’ across the wastes 
groat Facidc. 

Our first night at soa passed uneventfully in 
but the morrow broko stormily, with a strong 
from the S B AV , which increased to a gale with hea^ 
sea before noon At 4 p ni our niaintopsail (820 yaj!Ki2 , 
of canvas) sjdit into shivers, most of it being 
right away. AVc were on deck at the time, with ‘ I 
on, watching the huge seas roar past us and theft l 
gulfs voiding along in thoir wake, veritable hflla ; 
valleys, as if water wore imitating a rolling landsct^* 
For a moment it looks as if some mountain sea whwhj^ 
races to us would SA\ecp us away like a chip. Foi'h'** 
moment it pool's high above our bulwarks, the nex^ 
and it has died aw.iy under our coimter, suigbogjl 
lorw.xrd in a scetliing, hissing mass of white foWdi^ 
Wo were obliged to hang on to the bulwarks, for 
rolled most unmercifully Soon after this we,jK!w^"* 
had a Uiat tsuried away by a heavy sea. 
little diimcr for anjoue to-night, aiuf i>one for a 
big soa had washed it all out of the galley ; and dUclcB 
and fowls, cutlets potatoes, beans, etc, mixed fllJ). 

‘ sea water, soup, sauces luid grav), were swinjadog 
about the deck. later on the sea became wrorse, aftd 
at midnight the gale rc.uhod its height. At 1 , 
heavy soa struck us, and with a wrench and ’ 
wMch is fdt throughout the ship, our usaGfl' 
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stem jj^iitnoh is gone. All the ftHemoon aad eTenSgog; 

poiiripg down the galley stairs amid- " 
i flooding tho main dock. While I was w^|||f)| 
*3| was baling out the water from my cabin, 
was three or four inches deep, with a 
it Though there was no danger, it was a 
night. Seas smashing against us, making 
bole ship shiver, shake and croak from stem to 
water washing about tho deck below, and evory- 
\ tttore or less wet in the cabins ; a groat heat, for 
l^jWere under hatches, rolling heavily, and broken 
rand glass sluvoring down at intervals tlirough 
a combination of heat and fearful noises (as 
as a groat discomfort) nut to be likened to any- 
earthly. Luckily, this gale was in our favour, 
ei|tl|'^we made .i f.iir nin in the twenty-four hours. 
iljSld-flrst-ofliccr and a middy were nearly Avashed ovor- 
tho latter, it is said, owing his life entirely to 
the good tailoring of tho captain’s coat-tails. And so 
dilLt is tho dreamy, languid summer sea — tho rest 
eternal of all the ocoims ' Bah ! Avuuld that tho sonti- 
drivellers had been here ! it would soon have 
yik$p. all tho gush out of them ! 

Martli 27tli. 

.Few got much sleep last night; this morning at 
^;|^4tteak the gale had gone, leaving only a strong 
llPOeie end a fust-declining sea ; our little windows are 
XHcAe^^'w so constantly as they were imder tho hugo 
Wlvfei^ which for the time plunged uiir cabins in nearly 
totel d^rknajM. To-day on dock has been spent in 
; eway tho remnants of tho old topsail apd in 
hn another in its place 
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Snnday, 1882. 

8 inco 1ai>t Tuesday wc have had bright 
night sand light winds, and the vast waiBt||pp!^ this 
mighty ocean have been gently swelling ondgewSng, 
ns if reposing after its exertions of lost Sund 8 j|^ 4 |(f pm* 
days leave been lazily spent in reading andloa£iOlg;,<OQe 
d»iy iKilng enlivened l)y seeing whales spouting 
distance Yesterday wc Imd numbers ot the betco^d^ 
little ‘ bo’s’n ’ birds Hying about the ship ; thej IMB 
quite white, a little l.ii'gcr than pittoons, and hav 0 for 
tails u])parontly only one long brilliant rod foatllsielt, 
Our old fn'ends the Oape-hens arc continually foUoUW 
ing us day and night , they arc very tamo, and hft|^ 
the most c.isy, gracclul, and elegant Hight, oir^li|||f 
round and round the sbi 2 > without the least 
etlort. 

♦ 

At 4 p.ni we weio on the nieridlui (ISO® lon^tudi^ 
and about 1,400 miles li<»m Honolulu, exactly twslw 
hours m bout ol home time, so we have entered the 
‘far west’ .xnd are now ‘homeward bound.’ Were 
wo not to alter our calendar, wc should, by the tilJitO 
wc get back to Kngland, bo a v\holc day in advanoo* 
For o\.im}ile, jour Jst ol June would be our 2l)d; 80 
wo shall Ihivc hud oiu' mun> sunrise iuul sitnset thii^ 
you . in fat t, h.ive lived a daj luneir. Hiis is in Iflon* 
Eoquouco of our yoing lound the world and 
ing tlic sun all the time Were wc to go iwii fOftoA 
the world, wc .should be rat ing the sun, and then h^vo 
to erase a day To-mt*irt»w is consequently a dfos 
not to b' found in the esdendar, and, out of 
our pilgrim puistm, wo sure making it another 



CAPTURE OF CAPE-HEiTS. *3S 

Of ooyeae the above explanation is only written for 
fhe 

'H* 

*' '^The second Apiil the 2nd— the bocond Suuday 4 ^ 

Wit iijball have had three Sundtiys in nine days 1 
Thit like yesterday, is again perfect — a hot, 

with a calm, bright sea We arc now eleven 
htdf hours behind your time, and every mile 
diminishes the dillcrcncc thcio is between 

t Wt have boon sailing for a long time tin ough whole 
iMCS of rortugucse mcn-ol-war, which aic a species of 
as well as through sea- weed, on which wedis- 
\ numerous little crabs The fonne r s,ul about 

ocean, quite independently, with thoir own little 
(Bails, which consist of a mciiibianc spread between two of 
their arms,thcii )thcr six anus or legs being thrown out 
I6r rowing or steering purposes. A number of these 
eniilijfias little things wore c*iught in a landing-net irom 
CNto of the ports, guing us ample oppoit unity of 
l«achining them 

Aj>iil Itli, TiU'iday 

To^y the porsistoiit elloits ot our uidclatigable 
Sporiaoian wcio rewarded by two Oape-hens, which 
ho caught with hooks baited with jiioecs of lat 
poi4:> attached to a long running line. Ik iiig hooked 
by tha bill, they gaAO 1 in play m the an beloro 
they feonsented to Ci^mo on dedv, when loi the lirst 
tima We bocamo a^vau of tlicir immense si/e. One 
UKiAgurod 7 feet I indi (lom ti)) to tip of its Aviiigs 
have four joints, induding the shoulder-joint), 
soeasured 7 i< ct (> inches After examining 



* 236 S&JWy LAlfDS AND SEAS. 

^ 



account of tlio great length nf their win 
wore aided to roam again m their glorious 





sji>rj)mca litAifDs m^iGHT. 




CiV«( tbo untised wastes of this boundless ocean, which 
wemJdi sewn to he thoir own domain , for though we 
hams helM eleven day& at sea, wo have seen nothing 
hf^t llutat end the ‘ boVn ’ birds, besides a lew dsh 
Wie hwe had our patent brass log, which is about a 
and trails alter us, measuring the number of 
ipS go, bitten ofl, it is siipjtosed, by a shark Its 
at great rapidity in the water, as well as 
sjmilbg, would no doubt ontiee a shark as leadily as 
'|P^lni:^ary spoon-bait docs our fish at homo. The 
vws severed where it was doubled, lust abo\e the 
fupMe swivel, and as if cut with a kmio 
^ Atthe weather is again gottmg very warm, the tem- 
'|tet%tUte in the cabins bemg over 80°, and we have 
f having splendid moonlight nights, with a calm 
^(HK^fad one or two fine sunsets— though the sad con- 
must be made with regard to the latter, that 
fx^jOgh wo expected them to have unfolded to us 
new splondoms and glories in the glowing chmos 
tlufongh which we have passed, those we have scon 
hwve been iindcmably very disappomtmg, and ccr- 
not so fine as those about our homo coiists 
' finest sunsets, as well as the most iinhomehke 
^ ihw character, wore those wo saw in the Indian 
; the others wc could sec anywheic 


^ Apnl 

^ dj^t excitement on board this morning, lor ttio 
SmutlKich Islands arc in sight ' At 8 am. Oahu, pro* 
jtfbuitiiaA ^Warhoo,’ is distmctly visible about thirty 
How wo have longed and longed for this 

17 2 
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, the realized dream of all our dresnuai^l |t%ht 
Away in the distance, there it is, looking j\0 Wb$ any 
other land, not better, and not worse. see 

that we are m another world yet , wo can't eeatliet it 
is a bright blossom in a summer sea yet, nor eyen 
‘ like a water-lily on the swelling ocean ’ ! W}||i4i yw> 
can sec is the suit breaking pure and white di^ tile 
tar-oft shore Wc can see the straggling town. At the 
foot ot high, green hills, with a beautiful blUfi 
between us , and ‘ Dumond Head,’ a dead crater, ^ 
its crest cut sharp oil, rising on our right &om thd^fi^i 
Soon afterwards wo can make out churches 
missionary houses, and now a small boat 
way to us, and soon after comes alongside, BflA * 
pilot, a veritable old Captaui Cook, boards us 
showers down an armiul oi welcome newspapers 
hungry and devouring minds. In a short thstr 
wo have x)a!>i>cd the coral-reefs outside, and are itt' 
smooth water close to the town of Honolulu at 4 jUiTp. 
Our fifteen days’ voyage is now over, during which ltd 
have not seen a sail, nor any sign of humanity Khdd 
wo left Japan 




CHAPTER XVII. 


HjliroWICH ISLANDS — nONOLUI.U — TUB HAPPY 
HDNTINO-aEOUNDS OP THE MISSIONAEY. 

Fraud exposed. — Great Disappointment. — Conflict- 
Opinions on the Islands — West of Ireland zfersus the 
^ ''finndvich Islands. — The Town, its Streets and Houses. — 
i *lj(ke Vegetation. — Visit to a Whaler. — A Fruitless Search 
‘ litter Shells and Coral. — The View from the Punch Bowl. — 
The Pab, — Missionary Laws. — Present Native Population 
’ Octfnpared with that of former yeais — Programme of Hono- 
Amusements — Dinner at the Hotel. — Tho Fruit, etc — 
Chjr New Passengers.— The King’s Band. 


* Naught so good but stiam’d from that fair use, 
Revolts from true birth, stumbling on abuse 
Virtue itself turns vice, being misapplied.’ , 


Honolulu, April 12th, 1882. 

10 hi. 32 mm behind our home time. 

iJaSAPPOiNTMENT and disgust are weak words with 
to express our feelings after having first ?md of 
having sem this oveiTated and priest-ridden 
After fifteen days at sea, one con easily undcr- 
siAttd tjhftt almost any land would bo welcomed with 
deUgjb^ and any beauties that it might possess would 
hi»,Itui^[nified — ^perhaps a littlo pardonably. But not- 
utiUidWtiding this, the cruel blow has been felt ke^y 
Oh hoard. It is so plain a matter that all are of 



ano 


scm^y iMrj>s a/tp spas. 


ihe same mind, and amongst the masses ovdinarily 
etdliTated tourists it is equaJly impossible eotid 
be any substantial diversity of opinion, I am japt fte- 
pared to say that if one hod read nothing 
islands one would havo been so much dissp^poiMn^ ; 
but it seems that the further away the land it, Ihe 
greater is the rubbish Avritten about it, for there 1 r ^ 
loss fear of e\posure On board wo hear nona hilt 
very uncomplimentary remarks on what the 
generally-read book-writers have said of Hoi«d||4i''^ 
but ospcci<illy of Miss Bird and her pooticaUy'wriwKd 
but misleading book As a description of what hi 
plain as the sun at noonday (out of England) % 
unrecognisable, and, as an old resident in Honohllli 
told us, ‘has had the effect of making evetyund 
coming hero extremely disappointed with eveiytibinj^ 
excepting the glorious chmatc.’*' , 

To Miss Bird it may be a ‘bright blossom in d 
summer sea,’ or ‘a dream woild,pure and lovely, 
balmy rophyrs stir tho dreamy blue.’ It may bd djU 
that has been wiitten of it by the other writezy, to 
1h(m It may bo tho most beautiful spot they hium 
seen on earth— if so, one can understand their o ffiirion. 
It seems to bo a sad necessity that nearly all of thd 
voiy few people who possess even a spark of ^ 

‘ t 

* This gentlomnn, who his ioE.idcd heie for thiiteea yeltly, 
wntesto mo as follows ‘I havo onlyhoaid one opiiidi^yilti- 
pioasod amongst the icMdrnta of the islands respectia^ JlQlto 
Bird’s book, and th it is— that it i& ridiculonsly overdratm luid 
o\aggeratod , in ioct, it is so full of muiepiesentationa tbld wB 
oldest i„!uabitant dnc‘ not lotognisc his own honodMl lldt 
description of it ' ' f ^ 
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m t]i^ oompositiion should turn on ' full steam ahead/ 
and glih iMIfO I'hapsodies of ecstacy at everything that 
and the world is obliged to put up with 
the vlriwfak their song, and travellers have to become 
Moreover, those sentimentalists are 
fttvaiiably wanting in the faculties of both 
and memoi y If these people have not 
ssM Ssuything roaUy giand — if they have not seen tho 
^Jonles of the tropics ncai tho Equator, nor tho majestic 
iSi|Sidt(ours of tho ‘last of caitli’ — tho Himalayas — 
dfoam over anything, fiom a pretty woodlond 
down to a lily or an old pot, swamping all 
ht a flood of ‘ high-falutm ’ efiusion if they hix < seen 
,0lSlSe supromest gloiics of earili, they \ery comoni- 
dhtljf forgot them — at the moment. 

JSt big words are used for littlo things, what is there 
the mighty ones wliicli arc worthy of them ? 
CNte sod above this, m tho case of the ‘sentimental 
Ijsdy authoress,’ ‘ ’Tis .ilways tho last suitor that wms 
tW Woman’s hand ’, so they art ahraj^s mote or less m a 
atate of gush, without much caring ivhat it is that calls it 
forth. This is tho only explanation that is to bo given 
what has caused the greatest pain and disappoint- 
to, I think, everyone on board throughout our 
tWSfe Sine %llih lachnjma f 
' 'Mark Ti!vam’ seems to have been not a littlo 
ktspMibed by tho common malady , for he spcalts of tho 
' tojStefedl luxury to sit iii tho poifumod air and forget 
was any world but these enchanted islands,* 
^ are ' trees that cast a shadow like a thunder- 
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' Hba whole tone of Miss Bird’s hook is tsaiit. «8 to 
gbe every ordinary reader the idea that tholA hdand^- 
belong rather to another and heavenly spt>t|ltt'0iS{Q.' to 
this world of woe. If she, or others like her, Jto 
dream over seas of sparkL'ng and transparent ^ 
woU as coast scenery, finer than anything we hiM^t 
soon in the world, let them go, not 10,000 miles fbr jt, 
but only to Achil, on the west coast of Irolaad^end 
let them gush there, for it is worthy of it ; and 
lot them rejoice — weather onlypermitting — in a d|<f|Wkt 
world pure and lovely, where balmy zephyrs sti|? 
dreamy blue, where the sea is a brilliant trans|ifC|i^ ^ 
green near the shore, bound and bordered by a ikiw 
white lino of foamy spray dashing against the reef, aOA . 
farther out the dead blue water of the deep sea.’ Thjiff 
will sec more than this in Achil they w ill see a stWdjl^ 
such as there is not in the Sandwich Islands, ofn^ty 
white and sparkling sdvor sand, hard lothcfeot,borde*W 
by water clear as the sky, and coloured as the rainbo#, 
where each la/y roller has robbed the jcAvels of tlu^ 
coloiu'S , and in living flashes which are bom and 
in a glittering instant, rise heavenwards in a cloud fX. 
spray, and then ripjdo to our feet in their liquid 
of joy,* It is he) e that colour is seen in its briUiaiu^il^ 
as well as mantling cliffs, which toAror in catib9dtijJi< 
columns to the sky One. can say all this fearkA)i{|i|j^f 

and in truth as well, of Achil , but lot us leave 
painful subject 

After the FaH, wo hear that the sights of the 
are exhaosted. The toAvn itself is decidedly 
* By the Editor. 
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poia^uil^ Imag characterless beyond the unTniatalUtbte 
evid«^^ iCi^ an overwhelming priestcraft. Churcheii, 
chn|H^4MAneB and meeting-houses, libraries, schools 
and *g|$}leges galore ! The' town is laid in squares, 
iilNt Jdi0 American fashion ; and the houses are built 
The streets arc straight and dusty, and at 
few melancholy-looking oil-lamps accentuate 
diurkness. A few native police patrols, oppressed 
i||k* everything elso by the unnatural atmosphere of 
great paternal caro, drag themselves wearily 
‘ the deserted and dreary streets. On the walls 

’ jlMrl huge and flaming adTcrtiscments of hot-cross 
4itfHUf of superior quality: The only redeeming 
, Ipkiures in this missionary Utopia arc the beautiful 
igjirdens and the rich vegetation, though the latter is 
tM^toh (Spoilt by bciug thickly coated with dust. There 
fi>w trees cxcejrting in and about the tonn; but 
l^pahns are fine and in great \ariety, os well os the 
guava and tamarind trees Rod and white 
jAmtttders, many of them 25 feet high, in full flower, as 
as tuberose, hibiscus, bougainvillea and jasmines, 
in nearly all the gardens. The lantana in places 
^ the hedges ' and plJox, canna, asclepias, eu- 


roses, and a host of other flowers, are also 


^ |lA3HHat a quarter of a mile from our ship is an old 


about to start for a nine months’ cruise in tho 
Antic seas. Three of us took advantage of tho oppor- 
of looking over her, and taking a boat, wo iiuUod 
On getting on board we found most of the 
up with vats and otlicr necessary but 
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iniibWBome equipments of thdr trade. How l^e do 
the ladies think of the daniipers these men go 

through ; the watchful nights they have te pUMf t^e 
patience they have to practise, before they eaa hewttp' 
pKed with the flexible bone which they use wim 
striking eftect ! From what we were told by oah m the 
terribly rough diamonds on board, every whaleit 
out for flvo years, but the crews arc relieved evei^^f^Stm 
months, A good catch may bo worth from 50,0^ lO' 
7<j,000 dollars : but one vessel, some time 
managed to secure a cargo worth 180,000 delhp^ 
(or £36,000 1). <)n tbo foretop there is a 

out place, called the crow’s-nest, surrounded wSiJhi^ 
strong canvas, where a man is always statiotMil 
for sighting any whale which may bo incautioUflil^t 
spouting or amusing himself within a range of 
miles or so, AVhen tho Avhalc is seen, a long, 
narrow, low boat is lowered, provided with harpoehifi'^^' 
hatchets, naiTow deep spades with very sharp eddies,'*' 
for diggmg into tho blubber, tubs of rope, each oCtt- , 
taining about 640 yards, and a very heavy, 
breech-loading gun. Tho harpoon is a wooden 
at one end of which is a .short barbed spear, fixed iil^, 
a bayonet to a brass barrel containing a cartridge 
a heavy bullet. When the harpoon is thrown and 
tho whale, tho cartridge is ignited and the 
ploughs through tho unresisting flesh. On 
recovering from this shock, the wounded wh^e hcUtt 
with tho harpoon fast in him, taking out n 
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A ' whaler: 3«5 

When the 'whale has made its great rush, it is agtdn 
apprM^4^ and a shell contaming gunpowder and 
pieces of tid iron is fired into it by tho short breech^ 
loadloip hlhnd,erbuss, and explodes insido him. This 
gun is Jo hea'vy, and is loaded with so great a charge, 
thalt hlh matter however practised, big or strong the 
htey be who fires it, he is almost always knocked 
Ofttr by the recoil. When the whale is dead, it is 
lUhtid alongside, firmly secured by ropes and chains, 
tibe men cut into him with their sharp spades, 
^ ti^ out the blubber, sometimes three to four feet in 
i^bddhnesB, boil it, and stow away the oil in casks and 
ItalUi in the hold The man who explained all this 
told his story in the most pathetic way, with his 
seemingly fixed on some scene ho had passed 
t^tfiOUgh, and •vvhich he now described. lie told us of 
'jjJleiterribly hard life it was, the privations and cold 
y iHf^had to endure, and how the officers took almost 
profits for themselves Sharks will occasionally 
aMiack the whale when lying alongside the ship, biting 
out of him huge pieces, sometimes two feet square, 
hotvill take no notice of tho men who aiu standing 
on tihe whale and digging out tho blubber Wo were 
tiflld that whales have been caught 75 feet long, but 
'tras a stroke of good-luck rarely met with ' 

'jlLlbar leaving tho ‘ whaler,’ we walked along thoshoro 
Diamond Head to pick up shells and coral. 
Wo had refrained from buying specimens in Singapore 
vdiel^ tibey axe both cheap and plentiful, tor had we 
tf^iilpad that we could get them so much better in the 
Islands ? Though it was low-water, and Wo 
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eSMSdned tlie iduore carefully up and doim ^ the 
xi^Qg tide drove us aivaj, not one dn^tlljll^eould 
-we find, and no vestige of coral ! In the pifUif left by 
the seavre saw some very strange and prettfty»eauu1ced 
little fish, but very little more seaweed than (ate Could 
find in the middle of Regent Street 
In the afternoon wo sat for a long time on the topjlf 
a orator called the Puncli-Bowl, overlooking thb tOJPdt 
and bay Wo compared Avhat we saw with whWi ttU 
have at homo, and the nearest approach to it* 
thought, was Rarraoutb, though Barmouth is undCf*^ 
niably far more Uncly Tliat was the general eftbcil. , 
On critically analyzing the Lmdscapo, wo could detltii^* 
the difference in the vegetation about the town 
noath us, and could make out p.ilms of various soMS* 
and other trees li,i\mg a dark-gicen foliage, but udiAt 
wo saw was in its general ettect not to be compared iSQ*< 
much in our ( ^10111101 Islands, nor to many placets \ai 
our own coasts AVo could hardly bring ourselves 'to 
believe, alter all wo bad road of it, that we weie * 
actually sitting looking at Honolulu in the Sandlrh^ 
Islands, neailj- 1 0,000 miles from homo ' 

On Monday, 1 0th, we walked from Honolulu to the 
Pali, a pass, rugged and mountainous, ending ahcuytcty 
in a precipice 1,100 loot high, and celebrated 
history of the island for Ixiing the place where, 
years ago, a whole army was diivon pell-mell c^vwipl 
cliff and destroyed I'hc hones of those unfoKtMQ^es 
ore said to be still ‘ bleaching ’ there. On our ih Jv 
after leaving the town, we ascended gradually a i 

four or five miles, in general similar appeara¥U^||yPI|p 



Tm PAU. 



THE PALI-THE HOTEL, 


*47 


oi liaabeiis, but fringod deeply with patches of 
grass i/xA ferns, aud here and there with trees of a short, 
stunted grolflh— a thicket, the top of which was lui 
even«U9dnlatii]g cloth of tangled foliage But for this it 
ought have been a poor imitation of LLmberis at home ! 

Ihe view at the top ot the pass was very fine, and 
Ijnt'hlTbld see the shores ot the island on both sides, 
nuidlllined by the ocean — deep imd peaceful blue 
What we have yet seen of the vegetation cannot for a 
mjOOOent be compared with that of Ceylon, Penang, 
' W iSbgaporo; and as tor wUd jioivei s, though they are 
lilways beautiful, we do not sec them growing in any- 
thing like the 2 )rofusion we ^ero told to evpcct 
* ‘1^6 hotel here is a ghastly place, and everything is 
Ife much under missionary law, that on returning to it 
on Sunday, parched with thirst after a long walk, one’s 
'^Mitreaties for even a bottle oi lemonade, or ‘tonic 
'T^rUtwr,' was answered by, ‘ Very sony, sir , the bar 
^ |iotBn't open till 5pm’ And this though wc were 
^ il^ying in the hotel ' 

Some years ago a resident Enghsh gentleman, the 
fethfiMn-law of our intonnant, Avas heavily fined for 
omufuitting the heinous sm of carrying on a Sunday a 
pitefeer oi water from the well to his own house 
are forbidden oven to ride on Sundays (pio- 
because both sexes are so passionately fond of 
^faHMouusement). To cairy even a parcel, to travel, or 
b) iodulge in any manner of amusement on Sunday, 
is also forbidden, A lieence to sell spirits costs 1,000 
which is foiieitcd, as well as a fine of 500 dollars 
for supplying a native with any intoxicating 
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dniak. These kws are as stringontly onfoioed as the 
minuonaries, with all thoir influence and eiHeiivourb, 
can efiect. Laws directed against inunorality nsra also 
very strict, hut, notwithstanding them, ou# ja told 
that ' the moral character of the natives is nefi SU^- 
rior to that of other islandtik.’ Of this there la not 
the slightest doubt With the boon of all this spijritnal 
and moral care, how is it that the population hl^.10 
enormously decreased <* Whjit arc the other forijftt^ nt 
work which have wrought tins, and with which* <^0 
missionaries have been, and still are, imable to coper 
When Captain Cook discovered these islands, he esti- 
mated the number of natives at 400,000. In 
the Amcricau missionaiics caleuLitcd them at 140,OC|||j 
the ociisus oi 1832 showed the jiopiilation to tijO 
130,313, while that of 1878 puts it at 44,088. tW, 
isLandois say the blood of their race has beoeidc 
poisoned by ,\ foicigii and evd ( ivUization 
The jouuid jicn ol ‘ M.uk Twain ’ has wiitten of'^^ ^ 
happy state of these natives as they were ‘ before {3^0 ^ 
missionaries braved a thousand piivations to comOStl^ 
make thcnijieiin.uientlymisciablc b^ telling th^htVir 
beautiful and how blissful a place hca\cn is, and how 
nearly impossible It is to c,ct thcic, and showOdft^lO 
poor native how dicaiy a jilaie ]>cichtiou is, andll^ipit 
unuGcessurily libcial tacilitics thcic aie for 
it; showed tluni also what iiipturo it is to worihidi 
day long lor fifty cents to buy food loi next day idth, 
as compared with fishing for pastime, and loflingiii the 
shade through otcrn.d .summer, and eating 
bounty that nobody but Nature laboured to 
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How sod it is to think of the multitudes who have 
^'one to their graves in this beautiful island, and never 
Imow there! was a hell 

Th^ fifteenth verse of the sixteeuth chapter of St. 
Mark is the great scriptural authority for missions ; 
and though it has not been necessary in this instance 
to secure a footing for Christianity by the sword, nor 
to support it by cruel and bloody persecutions, its 
advent into the islands is strangely coincident with a 
state of things which is iibArious to all — which cannot 
he hidden, and winch shocks one to the quick : the 
same sins are .scon hero, which seem invariably to 
accompany the civilizers, wherever they go. On the 
Other hand, the natives ha\c been taught nol to oat 
one another, to road, write, wear rudimentary clothes, 
and, the most of them, to talk English, or rather 
American. 

I take up }ui old paper at riuidom from amongst 
many othci's. It is an old copy of The Friend of 
'Honolulu, dated .Iiino, 1.S79, and see the following 
attractive progr.iimno of amusements lor the lirst part 
of the month of .Tune — possibly un'iurpassod in the 
world for riotous and abandoned diversion. 

Jane 1. — Sabbath Eyciiing, the llev. Dr. Hjde pvc.iobus 
ApaBSl Foreign Missionaiy Scimoii, in Foit Stieot. 

jlaBe 3. — ^Meetings open of U. E. Assoc latiuu at Eawaiabo 

cflWek* 

Annual meeting of Women's lioard of Missions. 

Jane 4. — Examination of Miss Bmgbam's Boaiding SobooU 
* June 6. — At 5 p.m , Missiouoij tea-party at parlours of Fort 
ohntoh. 

JuM 6.— Examination Noith Pauiiic Theological Sdiool, 
tiaJb 
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Fair at Mies Bingham’s schoolroom, for the support of the 
s^ool, at 5 o'clock p.m. 

June 7. — Babbath School celebration. ProceMiMl ttBrohes 
from Kaumakapili to Kairaiaho. * 

June 8. — Homo Misrionary Sermon at Frat Street in the 
evening, by Rev. S. C. Damon. In the morning, the Sev. F* T. 
Doane preaches at the Bethel. 

At 2 p.m., organization of Chinese Church at the Lytetim, 
At 3 .30, communion of churches at Kanmakapili. 

June 9. — Adiournment of H. E. A 

June 10. — Sailing of Moiniitij f'Inr (a mission ship). 

June 12, 1.3, and IG.— Examination of Oahu College. > 

Contt‘Ui2jLitc tlie state oi‘ these ])oor natives at 
cud of this lortni<>lit’s orgic — this ivhirl of riot ttod 
(lis&i 2 >ation. Is it not euou<'li t o aecuuut for the alanh** 
in" docreafec in tlio ^Dopulation To what else caa it 
he duo ^ hunted iiji and down, as they incessantly ate, 
by jiaoks of their cvor-\igilant foes, what can they do' 
but </ie— even the very touglicst of them? 'Wlhat 
ordinary flesh and blood could survive it? We,|dl 
wonder what hccomcs of their bodies, for wo never 8ee 
their gravc.s. Do they shrivel uji and dissipate thWls^ 
* solves into their ealm summer air, or do they rush in' 
frantic despair to where ‘ the balmy zephyrs stir the 
dreamy blue and in a lit of delirium drown th^'^ 
selves in their lazy murmuriu" ocean, 8oekin|r e]b|e* 
where a rest which they have been unable to 
the hmd of their forofatheus * ^ 

The census of 1 S7S shows the astounding fact, that 
for the six years jirevious, thch* now small population 
has been tlfcnasing at tlio rate of nearly thirteen a 
week! tourely ii is the im])orativo duty 
country which has not utterly lost all {ii|alh!|pi ^ 
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humanity to roscuo at once what remain of these un- 
fortunate islanders, and take them to other climes (if 
such stiil exist in the world), where their tormentors 
are «of, and where they may end their remaining days 
in peace, tended by loving sjTnpathizing hands, with 
idl their wants gratihed, and, unhimted and un- 
badgered, try to forget thch cruel jiast. 

Yesterday wo walked about the town, saw the 
falace, and Queen Emma’s Hospital, and dined at the 
hotel, which, though very pretentious juid having cost 
a large sum in building, is certainly tlie worst aud 
most luicomfortable one we have been in during our 
toOT. Thediniicr was poor; the fruit— so much laixdcd, 
Ctld to which all of us looked forward with so much 
jsest on our voyage Iroui d,i])an — very disappointing. 
The oranges are large and good, bananas and mangoi's 
only fairly so, and the strawbemes exceedingly small 
and tasteless, and the beautiful fresh asparagus, x\hich 
ie to bo had hero ‘ all the yeai' round,’ is taken from 
hermetically sealed tins, coming from America . they 
can also bo found ‘growmg’ in the same way in the 
‘Seven Dials’ in London Of the other vegetables 
numerated below, 1 ciui only say that hi tho 
first hotel on tho Island we Men' not able to 
get any of them. This is what wo find to be the 
/(Mf; the following is what wo were told wo should 
find, in tho work to which I have so often alluded: ‘In 
patches of surpassing neatness there were strawberries, 
which are ripe hero all the year, peas, carrots, turnips, 
aspkriigas, lettuce, aud celery.’ Let us pass from the 
paiirly^,Hinabjeet. 

9 


18—2 



SVmV LANDS AND SEAS. 


' >52 

These ' iinfortuuate ’ natives are rather fine and -vvcll- 
shaped people ; and the women, who strike us as being 
superior to the men in physique, though not loarely, are 
far from being ugly. They am the same race as the 
Now Zealanders ; and though nosirly 4,000 miles distant 
from one another, their liuiguage is so much the 
same that they can understand one another without 
diftieulty. 

As an instance of the jmwerful ])hysiquo of the 
women, a story is told of a man and Avonian, who, being 
washed out of their canoe, attempted to roach the shone 
by swimming. A strong cuiTcnt, however, carried 
them out to sea, and they Avorc obliged to strike out for 
an island some forty-two miles distant. About half- 
way to it, the bravo woman, iinding her companion 
incapable of swimming farther, oAving to a severe wound 
in his head, supported him for the rest of the way, and 
eventually brought him .s.ifely to shore. Her heroism, 
however, was unrewarded, for on airival the poorman^^ 
W!AS found to bo dead. 

The dress of the avouk'u is one solitary long gaiment, 
flowing loosely to their feet, not taken in at the w^t; 
in fact, I am told, like a lady’s night-dress. The men 
as well as the Avomcii Avear garlands of flowers, celled 
‘ leis.’ Those avo saw Avere com})act strings of floWjS 
resembling very much our marigolds, and without a 
particle of green abuut them. The men only wear a 
shirt and trousers ; and ius it is always summer and 
the sky usually cloudle.ss, they would doubtless ratllor 
bo oven Avithout these coA'orings. 

The mean temperature of the coldest month 
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the five years ending 1877, was 62® Fahrenheit, and 
that of the hottest month 81® Fahrenheit. 

We are tiiankfnl to say wo oro to leave this after- 
noonfor Hilo, the ‘ paradise ’ of the i'-Lind of Hawaii- 
pronounced ‘Harwhai’ — distant 240 miles, where, after 
a ride of thirty miles, i\o shall see the sohano of 
Kilauea, the largest liviu" one on caith. It is said 
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to be the most aiviul sight in the noild , but wo no'll’ 
believe nothing till wo sec it foi oinsfhcs 
Our common little spaiiow is even here, on these 
islands, over 2,000 inihs fioni any inainl.md* Wo 
have seen it in ov ery conntiy iv c luu 0 \ isiu d Every 
climate seems to suit it, as well as cvciy food 
• We aro taking on sixteen new passcngcis hero. Tlic 
King*8 band of thirty performers comes to the ship to 
play to us. It is composed entirely of natives, led by 
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a CfermaQ (late of one of the Berlin Clrcnadior 
regiments) ; and amongst much good music that they 
play ve again hoar the strains of the now fomiliar 
' Toujours FidMo,' excellently rendered. 

A crowd of now faces is on board, and aU are gar- 
landed and wreathed in bcautiM flowers. There are 
some veiy bitter partings hero : a young bride an<i her 
husband leaving with us, her brother and sisters being* 
in a perfect agony of distress on the quay 

As wo steam away into the blue, in the quiet of a 
lustrous sundown, a salute of fourteen guns is fired 
from the parade-ground ; and for the first and only 
tune ^vo see the King, who waves his handkorohiof to 
us from his boat-house 

We are taking to San Francisco two steerage passen- 
gers, belonging to the crew of the Konnl, a slijp» 
which was blown uj) by an explosion of coal-gas in^the 
bay of ( '.dIforni<i Of the four boats which put off fi^m 
her, one has nc\cr Itccn heard of, and anotlter wgft 
abandoned, the* nion in her being received in the othi^r 
two (lelting into the north-east trades, after knock- 
ing about for fourteen da}so^or a distance of more 
than 2,000 miles, they landed in Hilo, for which they 
made, and none the worse for their ])erilous journey.^, 
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Zt^par Settiement.— Hawaii — An E\iinci Ciator. — Tho 
■#•7 Hilo ►was saved from Destruction — Tho Eruptions of 
18S9 (tnd 18C8. — Our &tatt for the Grater of Kilauoa — The 
Hoad to the Half-way House. — A Tropical Forest — A rralli/ 
CSvilized Native — Difficulties on the Boad to tho Yolcano- 
Hotiae.— A long and anxious Ride m tho Dark — Our 
welcome AmvaL 

Apiil 13, 1882. 

DtlttlNa last niji^ht wo passed tho leper settlement 
of Molokai, an island inhabited only by those 
who are tainted with tho awful disease Tho Govom- 
mont has boon obliged to adopt tho painfully neces- 
saty measure of banishing them thrro in tho endeavour 
to Stamp out the disease Tho island is a living grave, 
wheve aU (save one noble young pi lost, who has given 
up the world and his hfc in order to minister to them) 
are iraitmg, weary of their hateful lives, till tho re- 
pulsivo and incurable disease at last gives them tho 
longed-for release. At tho present time there aro said 
to be about 700 of theso poor creatures on this plague- 
defiled spot — from little children on whom the loath- 
some diiBease has only just laid its hideous clutch, to 
tbi^ ahappless masses of festering flesh in which hardly 
a of humanity is now discomible. This is 
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the black blot on ‘these Eden isles/ the ‘canker of a 
calm world and those who care to read between the 
lines may easily know to what the curse iu due, and 
what is the i)rcvailing sin of the people. 

This morning is calm and lovely. At daybreak we 
pass the island of Maui, luid soon after coast along 
that of Hawaii. Ibo coast is a fine one, with steep 
black cliffs rising 300 to 400 feet from the blue and 
sparkling ocean, riven hero and tlicro in deep 
precipitous ‘gulches/ which can be traced a long way 
inland, and which were not unlikely wrenched Open 
by the contraction of the island in cooling. From the 
edge of the clitts the broad Lind rises gently, as for as 
one can sec, softly clad in brightest, richest, and most 
vivid verdure, for sunshine and showers alternate h^re 
in quick succession. Much of the vivid green we 
see is that of the sugar-cane, which is grown in Vast 
fields. 

Tt is one of those loveliest of mornings, when restless 
clouds gleaming like silver, in the bright sim-Ught, 
SWC 02 J over the upper lands — a bridal mom, trembling 
in a silver light wliich gives its ])early note to all the 
landscape. Streams in number thunder over 
clifis into the sea, and dotted here and there on the 
sloping laud ai'o white houses and many xutUve 
churches. Soon afterwards the coast line loweni, aiid 
at its least interesting 2 )art lies the little town of Hilo, 
about a mile from wliich wo smehor at 3 p.m. Thirty 
miles away wo can plainly sec the snow-topped moun^ 
tains of ^ufaima Kea and Mauna Lea, each of 
nearly 14,000 feet high— then* tender bhies and 
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of the nearer distance losing themselves in a chain 
of colour, which, increasing at every link in an in- 
tensity of green, ends at the beach in a fringe of palms 
and other trees. 

£til<} looks a dead-alive little town on a beach of 
hlach disintegrated lava (not white coral, as Mrs. 
Jlrassey describes it), with little white houses, sur- 
rounded by gardens, and half-buried in trees. Of 
course there are a great many native churches ; their 
proportion to the number of houses I am afraid to 
ynention, for four of being outside the mark, but from 
dur ship they appear to be about one to every ten ! 

As soon as wo were able, wo lauded, in order to 
make the necessary preparations for seeing the gi’cat 
Volcano of Kilauoa, which is over thirty miles up 
country, along a terrible road of la\ a boulders. 1 5cforo 
returning to the ship, we walked through a mass of 
high fom and grass to the top of an extinct crater 
over the town, called ‘(Jrcen Hill,’ which now, with 
many other craters near, lorm the most splendid 
natural ferneries one can imagine ; any one of theni 
making a finer show than the combined efforts of all 
the nm’serymen at homo could make vnth all the skill 
md appliances of their ai t. 

On our way we noticed much of the pretty a.sclopia.s 
as wd.! as large (][uautitic.s of the lantaua, the latter 
growing in great exuberance, and forming in places a 
bushy hedge of Welve feet high. From here we had 
•a fine view of the bay ; smd inland, within half a mile 
of we saw the winding stream of lava, looking 
23m a’ grey flood of broken, pilod-up ice, and which in 
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Se|»tomber last threatened the little town of Hilo with 
delsbmetion. It came down &om Mauna Loa in a wind- 
ing, seething flow, nearly fifty miles long, in placet UJfles 
broad, and hundreds of feet deep , and, as you may sup- 
pose, threw them into intense excitement in^HUo, 
whore all preparations had been made for an imme- 
diate and strategic evarnation For some weeks the 
inhabitants ttied to tium the course of the sluggish 
flow, by const nictiivj; earthworks, and digging tronohtS} 
the missionaries (alter doing their packing up) * 
giving them much substantial aid — all that thiy 
were capable of — by prating uoaily rontinuoUEily 
for three necks Still the flow came crawling on,' 
nearer and nearer, and threatening to engulf ewstyv 
thing The natives, believing in the jiowors of thdf 
beloved I’nncess Ruth, a lady of iramonso bulk and » 
weight, managed to get her, by means of first a owt 
and then a litter, to the crater, where she remainedfof 
some days prajing, and s.K*ritieing live pigs, goats* 
chickens, bottles of gin, etc to JVh^ the goddessi)f 
these unqueiu liable fires, lor all ol ahich things thb 
divinity is said to cvmco a strong liking, and all of 
which the fair rriiiccss hoiscU pushed over the edgC 
of the clifls into the oaorflowing sea of molten lava 
beneath. And tliis a r’liristian country too I 
It was n nasty pdl for the missionaries to havelbc 
remain passive to this exhibition of heathen supCMI^- 
tion; but what folloived was more impleasant, for 
evidently appeased by the offerings made hw,* 
stopped the eruption Just before the flow enguli^ 
little town, and Hilowas saved, and againbreathed|ld^ 
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These islands are all volcanic, every step one tak9& 
furnishing abiuidant signs of their Plutonic origin, 
and much that one secs and treads upon being of no 
very distant creation ; but the frequent showers and 
soft elimato clothe the thin coating of soil, with 
wl^ich the sterile lava becomes covered, with a vegota- 
tioji that lives and thrives exuberantly. Earthquakes 
ahd eruptions on a painfully largo scale seem to come 
itpon them every few years. Tu JS59 there was a 
great eruption of Maima Loa, which continued for ttvo 
months; the winding current of lava coining from it 
being fifty miles long, from one to iivc miles broad, and 
from ten to hundreds of feet thick. It took eight 
diya to reach the coast, when it poured like a cjvscado 
dyer the clids into the sea, and tilled up a largo and 
deep bay. In 1 8GS there was another great eruption, 
attended by earthquakes ; one of the latter causing a 
huge sca-vrave, which, after doing gi-oat damage to 
Hilo and tho neighbouring country, and engulfing a 
great many human beings, sped across the Pacific, and 
even made itself felt on the (Jalifoniian coast, over 
2,000 miles away. 

,At 0 a.m. the next day (tho 14th), ivo breakfasted, 
^aad were soon after at Air. Spencer’s house, whore a 
troop of horses were waiting ready .saddled for tho 
tWeifi^ of us (including throe courageous ladic.s) who 
inteodsd making tho journey to the crater. Most of 
IIS picked out the horses wo liked best at tho time — 
stll p£ them hardy-looking little animals, luid bred on 
the ialhmd. On board there liad boon doubts and 
anxii(itil98 whether we should find a sufficient number 
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of horses for all who wished to make the journey ; but 
our fears turned out to bo idle, for as nearly all the 
natives keep horses to do their carrying (there being 
no roads admitting of vehicles of any description)^ the 
supply was practically unlimited. 

The natives arc all splendid equestrians; the women, 
who ride astride, being especially so, and ‘witching 
the world with noble horsemanship.’ Tlicyall laugh 
at the comparatively poor figure we cut on horseback, ‘ 
as well as at the long time ‘ foreigners ’ take to aceom- 
])lisb the thirty and a half miles to the crater. It is 
difficult, however, to go l>oyond a walk, for the track, 
almost the entire distance, is an extremely rough one. 

Wo had ordered paek-horses to take up provisions, 
and, as the Avholt> truth must be told, a large supply of 
liquid; for wo hear there is likely to bo nothing that 
we can cither c.it or drink at the shanty cuphuistically 
called the Half-w'ay House, which is fourteen miles on 
the track, or even at the ( 'rater House itself, 

A cruel fate singled me out by ] lacing mo on n 
voiy fast home. ’I’he iimt mile and more was through 
the suburbs of the little town, past sugar-cane 
plantations and a sugar maimfactory ; and along this 
part of the road wo galloped hard — T showing the way 
— ^most unwillingly, but I had no voice in the matter. 
My seat and safety from the .stampede of horses behind 
mo I owe to the vice-like w'ay in which my poor horse’s 
ribs were squeezed, as avcU ns to the high pommel of 
my Mexican saddle, to which I hold on with fretmed 
tenacity. When my oflbrts had nigh exhausted me, 
the road happil}' bocamo very bad, and tha pooo 
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sobered down into u steady walk, which after that 
moment was hardly once broken till wo reached our 
goal, the Crater House. 

Four miles from the town the track plunges into a 
dense forest, thick with richest ferns, some of colossal 
jMK^rtions, and undcrgi-owth which would lift a lover 
of botany into the seventh heaven, llorc is the glory 
of the tropics ! ^flio tree ferns arc most superb and 
wonderful, arching ten feet over our heads as we ride 
beneath them. Some of their fronds must bo fully 
twenty feet long ! The creepers, too, festooning the 
trees, and dancing from one to luiothcr, nearly choke 
out the light and air, and hart’s-tonguc ferns, with 
fronds over eight feet long, gi-ow in clusters high up in 
the trees, like mistletoe. AVc have to proceed in 
Indian file, juad for the throe miles wo ride through 
this entrancing scene wo are absorbed in wonder at 
the beauties smTounding us ; but all is so dense a nct- 
w6rk of vegetation that one cau see but a little way 
into its tangled masses. 

It is yet the early morning, and all is bathed in heavy 
dew; the ferns which bmsh our knees as wc ride 
along are all begemmed with (hops glittering like 
diamondswhero the sunlight hap])ens to break through 
Upon them. How soul-satisfying is such a sight! 
How the eye delights in luid feasts upon this triumph- 
ant and refreshing verdure ! Silent under the heavy 
dew — its natural gloom made deeper and more 
'mysterious by the patches of fla.sbipg light which, 
struggling through the pilod-up masses of foliage, call 
to gUtteriug life the myriad prisms on some gigantic 
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How Btill aad unbroken a peace i» here ! How 
profound is its rest ! And how full of life and growth 
is every living thing ! 

In some of the more open spots wo pass under 
goava trees, with ripe fruit hanging from ' their 
branches; cocoa-nut ])alms, crested with drooping 
loaves and fruit ; screw pines, banana and peach trdos, 
besides many others having a verymarked individuality, 
but unknown to us. ' 

The i)ath is barely two feet broad, and is very hard 
to travel along — u]) one uiomeut, down the next, with 
very poor looting fVn' the horses ; for it is of a fine-sur- 
faced lava, called by the iuiUa'cs ‘ pahochoo,’ imd by 
the white men ‘ satin rock ’ 

We now leave the delightful de])ths and grateful 
shade of the forest, and emerge into the oi»on country, 
and into a blazing sunlight, the noontide air of a per- 
petual summer. Ferns of a kind imkuown to US, 
but answering to our ‘ bracken,’ cover the hmd deeply, 
with hero and there stunted trees having red-tufted 
flowers, and an occasional cocoa-nut palm. Many 
little wild-floweis beautified our path , but the most 
■superb of all was an immense begonia bush, of thirty 
or forty feet in eircmnfercnco, completely clad in an Un- 
broken mass of the most delicate pink and frostcd- 
looking flowers — a sight none of us will ever forget. 
About fourteen miles from Hilo wo reached the littlC 
Half-way House, where we louud nothing to be had 
but shockingly ilirty water, dry biscuits and tee. 
Here our sti’aggliug party once more aissembled* «hd 
having off-saddled ami picketed our horses, awalNid 
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the arrival of pack-horsos with tho provisions. These, 
however, came along so slowly that 1.30 p.in, arrived, 
and still there was nothing to he seen of them ; so all 
but De Bosco, H. and I saddled up, and started off 
tired and hungry for tho Crater House, rather than 
run the risk of being caught by tho darkness. Wc 
were obliged to wait, for Do Doscos horse had cast a 
sho^ and tho guides, who had extra ones, were of 
cdurae in any other place than where they wore 
Wanted to bo, and wore far behind. At 2 ]).iu., almost 
hidden by boxes and packages, the ])iick-horscs ar- 
rived, when a box was inuncdiatcly prized (»pen, and the 
thirst of three panting pilgrims tcmporiuily assuaged 
It was now that wo discovered that the native keeping 
the shanty had idl the necessary materials for shoeing, 
hut the artless savage refused to move in the matter 
without first being paid a dollm’. This little difficulty, 
which was of course one of his own creation, might 
have been disposed of three hoins previously ; and 
then by this time wc should have l)ccn approaching 
the Crater House, instead of having the prospect of a 
sevCntoen-mile ride along an unknown track, and most 
of it in the dark. It was only one more instance 
showing the effects of a dawning civilization. 

At 3.45 wo started, carrying in our arms a)id 
pockets as many bottles as wo were able, for the other 
thirsty souls ahead, as it was impossible for the pack- 
horses to arrive at tho Crater House, where wo knew 
fliere was nothing, before midnight. Wc passed 
'through the same husli-covercd country, where largo 
quSiirflties of stag’s-hom moss thieadod the ground ; 
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afterwards making our way amongst bushes having a 
small white flower, like the orange blossom. As long as 
we had light, the road was comparatively easy to find ; 
but when darkness came on, wc had to leave all to our 
horses. There was no momi, and it soon boeome so 
very dark, that at times wc could barely see the sky- 
line ; when the scrub was high, it w£is impossible to see 
even our horses’ ears ! So wo did the only thing wc 
<Miuld, viz., gave them their hetuls, and trusted to their 
.sngiu'ity to get us out of the fix. Luckily the tarack 
was through dense brushwood, ho wo could not well 
stray oil' it. One moment we were scrambling over 
I'ock.s, the next it seemed as if we were going down 
some boltcunlcss pit; but our horses were never once 
in ern)r, and seemed thoroughly to understand the 
sliding, in which way wo accompli, shed .so much of our 
.journey. 

After travelling for what seemed to us to be quite 
liftcen miles, we were still in utter darkness as to our 
whercabouls. Mo landmiu'ks of imy sort ; no signs of 
any volcano, and ik» reflection of tire in the clouded 
sky ; no life, no sound of smy kind. And what puzzled 
us more than anything else was that wc were still 
amongst the same stunted trees and fenis, and on the 
Kjuue liard lava ])alh, instead of being on a dreary open 
waste of loose, crumbling lava, as we expected to have 
been long before this. After a council of war, during 
which an empty claret little is thrown away, we push 
on again, always scramhiing up, sliding or shying 
down invisible blocks of lava, the termination of which, 
so far as wc oie able to see or know to the oq&trtiy, 
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may bo some yawning procipica As wo woro riding 
ill Indian iilo, wo were often soparatod in tho darkness, 
and could only teU oacli other’s whereabouts by constant 
shouting ; the cries and their answers seeming some- 
times to come from tho clouds, sometimes from below. 
Three miles of this, and tho country suddenly changes ! 
Wo lose tho trees and immediately got into fog, which 
with each stop becomes denser. N o signs in tho sky yet, 
no >signs of life, nothing to bo seen nor hcai’d. Wo 
now began to tcdl confident that wo had lost ourselves, 
and that wo should have to sleep out in the forest. 
Another anxious quarter of an hour, and at last, 
shortly before ton o’clock, a bright glare lliishos 
through the fog in front of us, and wo suddenly lind 
ourselves at tho haven of refuge — tho ( -'rater House ! 
We were very nearly mis.sing it, owing to tho fog ; and 
had wo done so, in loss than thirty yards wo should 
have tumbled headlong over a precipice into tho old 
crater, 600 foot below, and thus have ])aid a mom pre- 
cipitate and lasting visit to it than wo <;aied to do. Our 
advoutWiis hailed with wild delight, not only on account 
of the whisky and sherry wo had brought with us, but 
also for tho infoniiation that tho pack-horses, with the 
rest of tho provender, would probably airive in a 
couple of hours. Tho drawing of corks, tho gui’gling 
bottles, the pervading bouquet of that ])recious dew 
collected from tho mountains in our cliili grey northern 
home, gathered for a brief moment round us, and it 
wSs gone ; but never was tho grateful stimuhmt more 
needed, and never was it more appreciated. 

The irieeping accommodation was swamped ton times 

H) 
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over, but my Iricnd managed to secure a sofa in the 
passage, while I was lucky enough to sharo a bed wit’ 
a friendly pilgrim. Some tried to sleep on the floor, 
others on boxes or chairs in front of a wooden tire, 
whoso unwelcome smoko insisted, with dogged pertina- 
city, in coming into the room instead of going up the 
chiinney. 

The 'N’ankoc in charge of the (.'rater House was in a 
shameful state of half-delhium from drink, and it was 
with didiculty that the comers could jicrsuado 
him to allow them to cnfx'r the house. When they 
had done s(», ho played with them in the most insolent 
manner, telling tliem to take oli' their bats, and some 
to sit hero, othei’s there. Tic said that he ‘ guessed he 
was running ’ this house — that he was boss, and that 
anj'ono who didir’t do as lie told them, ‘should git 
straight out and go to some other hotel, ?/ ho could 
lind one.’ The next moment he would adopt a most 
})olite tone, and say that everything ho could do for 
them he would, ‘ hut not a thing slnmld anyone got in 
Ilia house.’ After a deal of‘ran>ping and gassing 
around ’ he (juioted down, and by the time wo arrived 
all these little ditlicullies laul lK?cn arranged. When 
at last we had chosen our respective sleeping-places, 
completely wom out with fatigue, Rocbcck, the crater 
guide, announced that the fog had cleared oft', and that 
he was now willing to t.aho a [>arty dovm to the crater. 
iSevon or eight volunteers resjamded, and started with 
lanterns and long polos shortly before midnight, lo- 
1 liming about 2 a.m., when their discovery of the pro- 
visions rendered useless any further attem]>t at sleep. 
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A peiibct volley of corks anti the clinking of glasses 
drove away the soft niu'sc from drowsy eyes and aching 
limbs, and soon oven the most weary was wide awake 
and ‘ profaning hard.’ 

A second party was now formed, which started about 
■J* a.m., returning about two hours after. Altogether, 
the night was a tangible vision of what one might 
expect to SCO in Purgatory — ^a weird smd fine viol!/ 
for Dorb. Outside, a dark night lit up by blood-red 
vapour rising from the hdte of tiro away in the dis- 
tance beneath us ; msido, a bedlam of doul)tful spirits 
having their last stirruji-cup before getting the order 
to proceed on their journey, and everyone, even would- 
be sleepers, full of excitement, and, though sadly 
needing it, unable U> got more tlum the shortest 
snatches of sleep. Thus was the night s])ont. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

THE SANDWICU ISLANDS. — HILO 11. 

View from Iho Volcano Hontie. — Onr Landlord at Breakfutw— 
Our poor Pack Animals. — ^Dejmrturo of all the Pilgrims but 
six. — Our Plans. — An Enjoyable Dinner.— Start for > the 
Crater. — What we saw there. — The Betum to Rilo. — Our 
Party separates.— Adventures of two of them. — Leave for 
San Francisco. — Tho New World in sight. — Adieu to the 
Ceylon. 

At lust cainc the bright, siiuiiy morning. When wo 
rose, we saw, for the liret time, the steam rising from 
cracks in the ground, all about tho house ; and rose- 
bushes, like tho llanksia, but much larger, in full 
bloom, growing uj) to the very edge of the fissures 
through which the sulphiurous steam was rushing so 
viciously, Fifteen miles distimt on our right were 
the snow-covered ridge.s of Haima Loa, with a crater 
six miles in circumference, looking as beautiful as any 
other mountain in tho soft morning sun. A faint wreath 
of vapour chmg to its huge side like a tiny cloud. It 
might now seem almost a calumny to speak of that 
peaceful, rosy-looking mas-s as encasing horrors beyouVl 
all powers of utterance. Ten thousand feet above US are 
its qucnchlosB, etcnial fires, the terror of every living 
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tiling, the forgo and workshop of the earth itself 
Wo all regret that we have not time to ascend it, for 
though it inTolves camping out for a night, somewhere 
near the summit, and enduring tho intense cold of so 
groat an altitude, as well as tho difficulty of respiration, 
its crater is a sight which takes possession of ono’s en- 
tire being — so stupefying, and so awful is it said to be. 
Fifty yards in front of tho Crater House, in tho 
middle of a rolling plain of green shmbs, grass, and 
ferns, is a huge caldron, niiio miles in circumfoi'onco, 
lookmg as if the support of tho earth had been 
suddenly withdrawn there, and tho immense area had 
instantly fallen 600 feet, at which distance below us is 
a sea of congealed lava, in tho midst of which, two miles 
away, lies tho lake of tire — tho over restless Kilauea. 
It is indeed a wondrous prospect. Looking doivn upon 
it reminded one of a charred and bumt-up moor, with 
tho smoko still curling up from its centre. Tho general 
level of this immense bed of lava beneath ns was a 
f('w years ago nearly twice as low lus it is now ; but it is 
not the occasional flow of lava over its surface that 
has so raised its level. It is some awfid force below 
which at times pushes it up, and which alters its height 
ns well as the ever varying ugliness of its vast face. 

We take this short glimpse l»cfore going in to break- 
fast — ^to food that was nearly choking in its rcpulsive- 
ne^ One weary pilgrim, strolling in listlessly and 
sitting down with his hat on, is addressed by the land- 
lord (who is only in his shirt and trousers) in slow, 
moasuced tones, with every word omphasired, as 
folloiftt: 
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‘ Remove that shadow from youi brow.’ (Silence.' 
‘ Wfll you remove that shadow from your brow ?’ 

Pilgrim : ‘ Not until you ask politely ; say please.’ 

Landlord : ‘ Please remove that shadow from your 
brow.’ 

Pilgrim: ‘Certainly.’ Tlio offending ‘shadow’ is 
then removed, and harmony once more prevmls. 

I have nearly forgotten to mention that notwith- 
standing the immenso labours of the pack animals in 
getting up last night, they were only allowed a short 
rest before re-commencing their downward journey. 
This piece of cruelty was rendered necessary by the 
old missionary law, which ]>rohibits any travelling on 
the Sabbatli ! 

After brcakfa.st all began theh ride back to Hilo 
(excepting a Mr. and Mrs. \V., a young lady, my 
friend, 11., luid myscll), each of them having had tho 
privilege of paying X2 for the most miserable night’s 
lodging and faro that ever fell to the lot of any 
of us — the insolence of the drunken Viuikee being' 
thrown in ‘ gratis.' 

Our plan of operations was as follows: As the 
Ceylon was not to leave till tho next day at 6 p.m., we 
purposed dining at p.m., and then stroll down to tlio 
crater at 4, so as to see it during tho daylight, as 
well as at du.sk, and after returning to tho Crater 
House, to retire as soon as possible, in order to get a 
good rest before 3.110 a.m. the next day, when wo werg 
to rise in order to start at daybreak for Hilo, where wo 
hojH)d to arrive about a couple of hours before the 
Ceylon was timed to leave. • 
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Wo passed the morning very lazily, for wo wore 
still much exhausted from stilliiess and want of sleep. 
Wo walked amongst clustering rosc-buahos, tho tender, 
lovely flowers growing almost over the narrow fissures 
through which gushed tho hellish blast. What incon- 
gruity is hero ! — the most lovely and tho most terrible 
from Nature’s workshop side by side ! Fragile flowers, 
and terrible eternal fires ! Butterflies, too, are flitting 
about, and in tho .straggling trees am surely nightin- 
gales* singing, and with the same trilling wator-noto 
that wo hoar in the Avoods of dear old England. TTn- 
tbrtunatoly they were some little distance away, in- 
accessible to us, and not a glimpse could wo catch 
of one, so we am not able to state positively whether 
it was our ftathored King of Song. 

Wo came upon some sulphur-banks close by, which 
wore emitting u scalding steam and stench ; and we 
afterwards spent the remaining time till dinner in rest- 
ing, and gazing over the great pit beneath us, to where 
tho steam was rising from the seething lake of incan- 
descent lava two miles avray. At p.m. wo sat down 
with our guide to a dinner of wild mutton and turkey, 
which ho had shot tho day licfore, and both of which 
were terribly grand in their toughness. If ever tho 
cutting power of a steam circular saw was wanted, it 
was on this occasion. Ordinary knives were usicless 
against the coils and layers of ligaments, cartilage, and 
gristle, which took the place of tho meat usually found 
*on animals eaten by man. When my fearless companion 
at last detached a flake, it actually began to curl u]) 
before our very eyes like a Avood-shaving on his plate ' 
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How it brouffht tbo old school-dnys back to us, aud 
awakened the slumbering recoUections of the slabs of 
india-rubber we used to chew, till they became soft 
enough to make air-bubbles, the snapping of whi^h were 
so fruitful a source of impositions and woe I Besides 
these luxuries of mutton (md turkey, wo had Boi (a 
caladium root, which is ns largely eaten by the natives 
hero os potatoes arc in Ireland), bread, and tinned 
Australian beef. Wc left the table lumgiy, with tired 
jaws and aching limbs, but novertholcss with fastdieat- 
ing hearts, for our uovcr-to-bc-forgotton visit to the 
crater. Only thirty yards fi-om the house wo began 
wnding down the side of the precipice; 600 vet}' 
stoop steps dowii, through small straggling trees ^d 
ferns, wo reached the [jlaiu of old lava. We have 
come do-wn by apparently the only possible way, for 
on all other sides of this huge caldron — which, as 1 
said before, Ls nine miles rmmd — its Avails rise from 
300 to 600 feet high, sheer, like a elifl' the only vege- 
tation about them being where we descended, and 
whore there .scorned to have been a partial ‘ slip.’ 

This plain of hard luA’a wo arc just .stepping on is 
the overflow of 1 SOS. It has pushed on in its sluggish 
course till its roUiiig ma.s.scs have become htvrdoned 
in giggly convolutions, which even at their edge are 
twen^plbot deep ; but wc have soon struggled up, and 
m.ajte our way across it to its centre. 

Ouf'ghido tells us that much of tliis was molted and 
reformed last year. From many of the fissures and * 
cracks which ti'averso it like a network on all ddiea, 
sulphurous steam is incessantly hissing, and we 
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(HI appalled at tlio awfol wilderness of terror around 
us, as woU as at the mighty forc^ which causes it. 
'Fho lava is knotted and twisted m groat black masses, 
like a suigia^ sea of pitch, vomited up in low hills here, 
sucked down in valleys there. Its surface is black, 
shiny, brittle, and very porous. Parts of it are in 
form exaedy like wire-rope in regular coils, while 
others are glassy and in thin flakc.s, which crackle 
under the feet. In some places where it appears to be 
solid it is only a thin emst, rendering great caution 
necessary to prevent falling through — were this to 
happen, goodness only knows where one would be 
When one stopped ! One or two of our follow-pilgrims 
last night broke through it, burning their boots, but 
suffering no further injury beyond some slight cuts 
siistamed in their frantic endeavours to regain their 
footing, and extricate themselves from their warm 
position. 

For tho first half-mile, tender fragile little ferns, not 
unlike our oak foi-u, have taken possession of the black, 
cindrous cracks — tho doomed heralds of a vegetation 
which may at any moment be engulfed in floods of 
annihilating fire. Another mile, the lava getting all 
the whilo hotter and hotter to the feet, and we arrive 
at tho edge of the living crater. It is a lalio, 1,800 
feet long by about 1,300 feet broad, with perpendicular 
walls all round of an average height of about 50 feet. 
We ato standing at the edge of the cliff overlooking 
tho molten lava just below us. When wo first saw 
it, tba whole surface of the vast lake had tho appear- 
ance of frosted silver, except at its extreme edges, 
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where awful-looking furnaces were bursting out in a 
subdued and fitful roar. After waiting a fow moments, 
the guide told us it would begin to break up; and 
hardly had ho uttered tho words, than one of tho 
himaccs began to extend its area. A dazzling orange- 
coloured crack appeared a few yards outside it in 
the frozen-looking surface of the lake, and gradualjy 
extended itself all round the glowing patch. Almost 
iimuediatoly afterwards the whole surface of tho lake 
Ijccatno riven with tiery cracks, shooting hither and 
thither across it, and, as ice breaks up, immense 
sheets of the surface rolled away, a bubbling wave, 
into tho incandescent, flaincless, and smokeless sea. 
Inmuncrablo fountains of rod lava now spluttered up in 
goiy drops to a height of Hfteen or twenty feet, and 
fell back lazily into the raging flood of fire. Tho whole 
of tho lake was now in ivild connnotion, and waves of 
tiro sped across it, lashing its clifl's in reddest spray. 
Though tho wind blew from ns, tho heat was at times 
torrilic, tind wo were obliged to shade our faces from if 
iiH well as wo could with our hands. Even then it was 
ditlicult to look u])on this awful .scene for more than a 
fow seconds at a lime. 

Suddenly wo noticed with horror tho whole lake 
sinldng. With a swdrl the bubbling fiery torrent 
rushed through tho side of tho cliff on which we 
stood, till the vast surface of the lak(‘ must have fallen 
throe or four feet. Millions of tons of molten lava 
were being dvainod off some where ; but who dare sa}’ 
(•'hi cc? With more tliim interest, if not with alarm, wo 
looked to see whether it was oversowing the imnmnsc 
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caldron in irhich wo stood, cutting oft* our escape ; but 
no suck cruel chance l)GfeIl us. We all stood speech- 
less at this stupefying sight of nature; for in those 
terrible moments oven ‘ tliought was not.’ What wo 
had seen was all the work of a few minutes, but no one 
moment of the time, nor any of its crowding incidents, 
will ever bo erased, or become even dimmed, in the 
memories of those who witnes.sod the scone ; for of all 
the experiences of life this surely must remain tho 
most thrilling. 

After the lake had thus discharged itself, it relapsed 
into a quieter mood; and tho sea of living lava 
deadened from a dazzling orange colour into tho 
frozen appearance upon wliich wo timt gazed. As tho 
lava, where we stood, was vciy unpleasantly hot Ibv 
tho feet, after a hist long look into this awful place of 
hell, we turned unroluctantly away, wonder-struck, 
hiunbled and silent, none remembering the trouble, 
stiffiioss, and manifold disconiforts wo had suftcrod in 
this twenty minutes’ transportation to tho flaming 
portals of tho realms of rcrsei)hono. Of everything 
that wo had looked upon since wo loft tho smiling 
verdure-clad world above, with its roses, nightingales, 
and eternal summer, there was nothing with which wo 
were familiar, but that joy of every living thing, the 
crowning gloiy of tho world — a calm oA'cning sky. 
There was nothing else hero that had aught to do 
witli any place but hell — nothing that could bo called 
beautifiil — at all events to a sinner — though everything 
wag terrible and awful, beyond all power of siiecch. 
We were nothing loth to change the place of woe for 
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the beautiful world above it, and get back again to 
the ferns, and tree6,*and grass, and things we knew, 
and to rejoice in the scenes of common life. 

On our way back ovgr the lava we picked up little 
tresses of the glassy fibres called P^^'s hair — a soft 
yellow-silken substance, which is spun by the wind 
from the rising and falling drops of lava. After a toil- 
some journey we reached the (Vator House thoroughly 
fired. How our more than plucky ladies were equal 
to aU their exertions T am unable to understand ; for 
the stiff pull up the clift* just before wo got ‘ homo ' 
again, seemed interminablo, and almost like crawling 
up a house-side, it was so steep. 

After bowls of the l)est milk wo have had since 
leaving homo, wo went to bod, and the next morning 
TOSO at 3,510 greatly refreshed. At four we breakfasted, 
and at a quarter to five, just when tho “ rosy hand of 
mom had unbaiTcd tho gates of light,’ wo wore once 
more in our saddles, and bound for Hilo. For nearly 
a mile my friend and T were able to gallop, but after 
this tho entire distance had to l»e walked or rather 
scrambled over. Wo were now more than ever as- 
tonished at what we had been able to achieve in the 
dark in going up ; and it was really a wonder that W6 
didn’t meet with .some .serious accident among many of 
the break-neck places and holes we had passed over. 
Nothing of any interest happened till we got to the 
Half-wfly House at 9.510, excepting that we met a mis- 
sionary, and saw a few wild ducks, and a bird which 
looked to us like the double, or solitary snipe. Hote, 
after a frugal repast, tho throe laggii^ behind again 
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caught us. At a little after tcu we were all un the 
track again — the young lady, my friend, and I, being 
in front. 

A short time after tliis we lost sight of Mr. and Mrs. 
W., and H. ; and the rest of our journey was performed 
Avithout incident, excepting to climb a guava .tree in 
the forest to pick its fruit, but which, when gathered, . 
was not worth eating. Mr. W. caught us up hero, and 
said that his wife and H. avovo folloAving behind. 

We arrived at the beach at a little after three p.m. and 
found oiu* cutter waiting for us ; the Cejlm ready to 
start and bloAving oii' steam. We waited half an hour 
for the late ones ; but there being no signs of them, 
Mr. W. jumped on a horse and rode back as hard as 
he could, while I took a carriage tAvo miles along the 
road (this being as far as it could be dragged) to give 
Mrs. W. a help down, for we knew she must bo very 
tired. It Avas now hvo p.m., the hour fixed for the 
Ceyloti to leave, and still there wore no signs of our 
friends, llalf-an-hour after this Mr. W. came gallop- 
ing back to where 1 was Awaiting, saying ho could see 
nothing of them. It was then arranged that he 
should ride on until ho found them ; and that 1 should 
walk bock to the Ceylon and report, and that the 
carriage should wait where it was till they a 2 )poivred. 
Two other townsmen on horses now kindly joined Mr. 
W., and aAvay they idl went in search. After riding 
till dark Mr. W. was unable to go farther, so ho 
'returned in great distress to the town to organize a 
thorough search. The toAvn and our passengers by 
this tihto (eight p.m.) were in a state of consternation. 
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J'ro visions wore got ready, imd parties despatched 
along the only twi) paths possible for them to have 
taken. At ton a rumour reached the town, 
through a country policeman, that a white iuan and 
woman wore seen on the ixiad, going towards the 
village of Puna, iifty miles away ! Another half-hour 
of painful susjwnse, and a native gallops into the town 
with a piece of paper, scribbled upon. An anxious 
crowd presses close to hear the nows. After a 
moment’s delay further anxiety is removed, by Mr. 
W. announcing, ‘ All safe ; relumed to Half-way 
House ; lost the way ; send provisions and money,’ 

Fresh horses were at once despatched ; and at mid- 
night wc returned to the (\///oji thoroughly knocked 
up with anxiety and fatigue. At eight a.m. the next 
momuig (the I7tb) the lost ones an-ived on board ; Mrs. 
\\\ of course veiy much fatigued, but H. apparently 
none the worse for his exertions. 

For the following account of their adventures, we 
are uulebted to our friend If. himself, who takes uj) 
the narrative from the Half-way House : 

‘ Mr. and .Mrs W and 1 wore the last to stiu1;,asthc 
throe others had gone on 1 followed the advanced 
guard, leaving Mrs. W. and her husband to bring up 
the roar. After riding two miles, and finding I oould 
not overtake the party in front, 1 waited till the roar 
gmud came up 'fo ])rcvent any delay that might 
arise in the iu}Tncnt for the horses on arriving at 
Hilo, it was now suggested that Mr. W,, who was well 
mounted, should ride on and leave me behind to escort 
his wife, whose gallant steed put up his book (a sore 
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one) against going liistcr than the slowest of walks. 
Mr. W. accordingly rode on, leaving us to follow. 
Little did any of us think what was to bo the conse- 
quence of this Unfortunate proposal ! 

‘ I did not recognise the path we wore on, but we 
followed the marks of horses’ hoofs till wo got into a 
bullock-track, swampy, rocky and full of deep holes 
aud pits. I now felt ccitain wc had not come this way 
before, but still that wo avcto following the others, as 
there were fresh marks, showing that several horses 
had recently passed, .and wc had soon no branch road. 
Two miles or so of this bullock-track (which I after- 
wards foimd out is called the Tea Swamp) brought us 
to a forest, at the edge of which was a small hut, to 
which I hastened in the hope of hnding some one f)f 
whom I could inquire the way ; but it was empty and 
deserted. 

‘ Here a consultation was hold as to what was to be 
done, for we wore ignorant of our whereabouts, every 
step seeming to take us farther away from llilo Bay, 
which we thought wo coidd sec in the far distance on 
our right Still the fresh hool-marks aud the absence 
of any other path made us dctonniue to proceed. 

‘ The way through the w'ood was very narrow, and 
at times very difficult to traverse, owing to the lava 
rocks over which our horses Inid to scramble, and it 
was sometimes only with the greatest persuasion that 
we could got them to move at all ; so on wo jogged, 
* still keeping the hoof-marks in sight. 

‘The fsurther wo wont the more anxious wc became, 
especially when wc thought of the Ceylon leaving at 



2!>o i UNN 1 • LANDS AND i£AS. 

live o’clock. But at last, joy ! wc catnc to a clcariuj' 
in tho forest, and seeing some rising ground in front, 
I sorambled up, hoping to get a view of the sea. 
Great was my disgust to find only a forest-clad moun- 
tain in front, and naught but tropical trees and plants 
all around us, as far as T could see. 

‘ Our anxiety now greatly increased, and I could see 
by the face of my companion that she, too, did not 
exactly sec where tho joke came in. 

‘ Another hurried council of war was held to con- 
sider the advisability of retracing our steps to make 
certain of our waj', for by going on, wo know not 
whither, it seemed more than probable that we should 
bo obliged to sloop in the forest. As well as we could 
judge, wo wore going a.s fast as wo could into the 
intci'ior of the islimd, and away from tho sea. I hod 
been noticing for some time past that Mrs. W.’s horse 
was showing unmistakable signs of collapse ; so, not 
knowing what might hai>pcn, 1 determined to spare 
mine os much as po.s.sible, for her use in cose hers 
should break down. 1 therefore dismounted, and 
dragged it after me. Tims wc wearily proceeded for a 
few moi-c miles, every moment increasing my anxiety 
and tho lady’s fears. 

* At hujt 1 took what I considered to be the wflflBt 
coiuso, and turned back in order to make certain of 
some rest for Mrs. W., after her great exertiobs. 
Accordingly, Mrs, W. having mounted my horse, and 
1, with hers in tow, right-about turned and steered for 
t he Half-way House in somewhat better spirits, VMtdi 
however again drooped when wo thought of the irass}- 
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bility of the Ceyhn having loft without us. Our 
steeds now exhibited evident signs of on inclina- 
tion to lie down. Shall I over forgot that journey 
back ? The remembrance of that aged white horse, 
which I hod almost literally to pull after mo over that 
awful road — of our thii-st-parchcd throats — of my 
anxi<rty for my companion ; those stirring memories 
could 'never fade from my mind, not wore I “ to live 
throe lives of mortal men.” 

‘ Always dragging the old elephant after me, wo at 
last arrived at the little wooden shanty at the edge of 
the forest. T again searched for water, but found 
none. Here I WTote and pinned to a tree a note, 
tolling anyone who chanced to pass in search of us 
that as both of our horses were exhausted, and wo 
wore uncertain of the way, wo wore returning to the 
Half-way House. Darkness was rapidly coming on, so 
wo tried to press on faster, but in vain. About two 
milos from the Half-way House we fortunately came 
across an English-speaking native on his way home, 
who promi.scd for three dollars (he was afterwards paid 
live for his services) to take a note to a goutlcmim in 
Hilo, in which wo asked him to let the captain of the 
Ceylon know where wo were, and to send ns provisions 
and fresh horses. This letter despatched, wo both 
felt more at oa.«c, especially as we met two boys and a 
man hens, who, takmg us to their hut, gave us cups of 
dirty water, which I eagerly drank ; and dirty as it 
was, it was to me like a magical nectar. 

‘ Hie darkness increasing, wo hired a boy to show us 
the i#^9ty and lead the horses, Mrs. W. being obliged to 

20 
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dismount owing to one of the straps of the girth having 
broken. Three times one of the horses broke loose 
from the boy and managed to got rid of his saddle. 
At last we arrived at the Half-way House, and sank 
into two chairs, exhausted and almost speechless. 
After drinking sundry cup.s of coiTeo and eating the 
remains of our lunch, wo retired to our rooms, first 
giving orders to the astonished nativbs that if any 
message was sent wo should be immediately called. 
Sleep was impossible from anxiety and mosquitoes, 
lint at 1.5 am. two men with lanterns tapped at my 
window, and informed mo that they had brought a fresh 
horse for the lady, and that we Avorc to come on at 
once, as the Veijlon. would sail directly on our arrival. 
Wo started off in drizzling rain, with the two guides 
with lanterns and ^Ir. Jt»rdan, a gentleman from Hilo, 
who, hearing that avo Avorc missing, Inul most kindly 
promised the captain not to return Avithout us. He 
brought us a small flask of brandy mixed with beaten- 
up eggs, Avhich proA-cd most acceptable. 

‘About 7.3® am. avo umved at the outskirts of Ilil(», 
where Ave were met by the gentleman Avhose son was 
acting as our guide, and Avrho, after giving us some rc- 
froshment at his cottage, drove us into the town. 
Hero we mot several of the piisscngers, and Mr. W., 
who was overjoyed to sec his Avifo again, safe and 
sound. Oirr greatest thanks arc duo to all who took 
such trouble about us: to the captain, officers, and 
pa.ssongors of the Ceylon, Avho had organized the search- 
parties, os well as to Mr. Jordan, to whom 01)0179 espe- 
cially grateful for all lus kindness. It turned that 
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we had gone on the wrong road up to tho forest, the 
path through it being tho right one, although neither 
of us recognised it, and that when the approaching 
darkness coused us to turn back we wore within four 
miles of H,ilo. Altogether, from the time of leaving the 
Volcano-House to our arrival in Hilo, wo had been 
twenty-three hours in tho saddle. Mrs. W. overcame 
her fatigue in a day or two. Every credit is due to 
her for her great pluck and endurance, and I sincerely 
hope that she will get as well out of any other diffi- 
culties she may have io encomitcr through life.’ 

' All’s well that ends well so lot’s say good-bye to 
Hilo, and our kind friends there.” 

» H -It «. )| * 

Witli tho exception of the sight of tho volcano, 
and tho ride through the forest, everyone has been 
sadly disappointed with these islands. ‘Tho en- 
chanted regions of ctonial summer and pcrjictual calm;’ 
‘these iKsarls of tho I’acilic,' siin’oundcd by their 
‘oily, brcczolcss ,scas;’ ‘this dream-world, pure and 
lovely,’ which all have looked forward to with so much 
pleasure, is still unrealized ’ It still belongs to tho 
realms of dreams. The wliito coral shores, tho dreamy 
sea of blue, the amphibious natives and their surf- 
riding, tho groves of palms stretching along tho shore, 
the air laden with the scent of flowers, tho rich sun- 
light and fruits in sickly profusion — ^where are they 
aU? Echo answers, ‘ Nowueke !’ Yet all these will 
still b^ng to the Sandwich Islands of our fancy, but 
4)06 to the Sandwich Islands of our realization. 1 
prefrir tho old dream, for it seems for more real, and 

20—2 
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of course is far more beautiful than the miserable 
reality. It is almost of a piece with everything we 
have seen since we left home. In thinking over the 
countries we have passed through, the first image 
which invariably presents itself is dUl the old one 
which first fascinated one’s child-soul and with which 
one has grown up to manhood ; and it is painful, in 
looking back, to find that nothing comes near the 
beauty of the old vision. The last hoi)e I had, that 
vne place in the world would come up to my imagina- 
tion, lias now gone. The vegetation of the tropics, the 
Taj, Kilauoa, and Canton, are the only things which 
have very much moved me ; the two former are beau- 
tiful beyond the power of words to describe, but 
Kilauoa and Canton may bo linked together as two 
of the most startling sights in the world, both of 
which must be seen in order to appreciate their full 
horrors. 

S.S. Cfi/Iwi, April 20, 1682. 

Three days ont. 

Immediately ul'tor the lost pilgrims arrived on board 
we started for San Francisco. Since wo loft we have 
had bright skies, a brilliant sun, strong winds and high 
seas, and life on boiu-d has been unusually quiet; a 
great stillness, stit)'uc.s.s, indolence, soreness, and a 
marked dismclination to sit down, has reigned amongst 
those who visited the crater, besides much poorlinMs 
from drinking the bad water on shore. 

The plucky Mrs. W. appeared yesterday afternoon 
on deck, having nearly recovered from her great 
fatigue. ITio wind hivs now dropped, and thhigtl as 
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well as pflgrims begin to assume their old appearance. 
All of us who are leaving the Ceylon at San Francisco 
are commencing to pack, and a greater accent is given 
to the ordinary humdrum nature of ship-life, from the 
knowledge that we shall so soon be leaving our friends 
and the old ship. 

April 25tli. 

Since the 20th we have had very calm weather, but 
an immense swell. This morning a large full-rigged 
ship passed about five miles from us — the first ship we 
have sighted at sea since leaving .lapan. Last night 
we rolled about in a fearful way. It is said there must 
have been a heavy gale somewhere north of us. Tlio 
waves are immense, being about a hundred yards 
apart — glassy and without a ripple, for the air 
is absolutely brcczclcss ! It is almost impossible to 
sit about the dock, and to keep in one’s berth at night 
is also a matter of the greatest difficulty. I’o-night is 
most glorious, with a clear starlit sky, and a soft 
radiant moon. 

April 2f.th, 1882. 

This is our last day on the Ceylov. The immense 
waves have almo.st gone, and the morning is lovely, 
with a freshening breeze. At noon we arc under full 
sail, with a spanldng beam-wind. The ship is now 
ratding along quicker than at any time since leaving 
Southampton. We are doing over thirteen knots an 
hour, and it is said we shall bo in at six p.m. 

At two p.m. the Faronell rocks are in sight, and 
soon after the mainland of America. Hurrah ! Who 
can regard that land unmoved ^ — none on board, 
judg^g from tho number of ‘ break-downs ’ that arc 
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being doQCod by different pilgrims on the quarter-deck. 
The sea changes its colour from a deep blue to a dirty 
green. We pa.ss numberless ships outward bound, 
and see a great many sea-birds. We are now ap- 
proaching the celebrated ‘Golden Gates.’ A pilot 
cutter bears down upon us, and, as she sails under 
our quarter, an irrepressible young pilgrim, eager for 
the most important news from England, is heard 
shouting, ‘ Which has won the boat-race, Oxford or 
Cambridge?’ The poor inquh’or’s mangled remains 
were then thrown overboard, the marlin-spikesretumed 
to their places, and taking on board our pilot, we are 
soon after bowling along through the ‘ Golden Gatos.’ 
Numbers of sea-lions are lying on the rocks to our 
right, and one we saAv immediately under our bows. 
Black gco.so % clo,se over thcAvater in long lines. We are 
now over the dangerous bar, and stemming the swirling 
currents of two largo rivers. Hills are on all sides of 
us, and we are now in the grand harbour, and San 
Francisco, the (^ucen of the I’acific, Ihe magic city of 
the far West, is behind the gi’oup of lulls yonder on 
the right. We are now in, anchored half a mile from 
the docks and a forest of ma,sts. Two huge sacks of 
letters have just been delivered on board, and an ex- 
cited and surging crowd, with outstretched arms and 
eager faces, foi^ctful of all but self, presses in for the 
homo letters. On these occasions people are nearly 
uncontrollable— even our respected parson. Tb$'frel- , 
ing is deep almost ns vciy life ; and when it diea out 
of u,<), will not the la.st evidence of the clowen ,l|i<k>f 
have disappcoicd from our erring species ? ^ ' 



CHAPTER XX. 

THE NEW WOriLH — CAUFOUNTA. 

San Francisco. — Its Peculiarities. — The Chinese. — Our First 
Meal on Shore. — The Palace Ilotcl. — Our Breakfast. — Start 
for the Yosemito Valley. — Railway Travelling. — The Stage. 
—Villainous Roads. — A Flower Region. — Gold Mining. — 
Mariposa. — Revolver Carrying. — Impudent Qirls. — Indians. 
— Snow. — Pine Forests. — Cones.— ‘ Clarke’s Hotel.’ — Mon- 
ster Trees. — Fires in the Forest. — The Yosemito Volley. 

The Palaoe Ilotcl, San Fi'ancisco, 
April 27th, 1882. 

We landed this morning in the New World, this groat 
land of the future ; the home of the free — and easy. 
How incommunicable arc one’s feelings on reaching its 
shores and meeting a new race with new habits of life, 
speaking a language not entirely diflierent from our 
own ‘ insular dialect I’ seeing this tine but .shamefully 
paved city, with its restless, cosmopolitan population of 
enterpnsing men ; a city having a society possibly as 
as any, but also one so low that there is no apt 
iC'btid for it X es, wo have already hoard slang, cursing, 
an4 blasphemy to a prodigious extent, and worked 
into ordinary convonsation just to make it sound well, 
and a sentence a pretty and artistic turn. We 
hava 99&D. chewing and spitting and other coarseness. 



2SH 


SUNNY LANDS AND SEA^. 


besides a selfishness which elbows one into the gutter 
and rides rough-shod over everything. How different 
from the manners of courtly Japan ! In one respect 
the city has been maligned, viz., in the amount of 
shooting said to be always going on in its streets! 
From what avc had been given to understand, we had 
made u]> our minds to begin shooting at something or 
some one directly wo hmdod, so as not to appear 
peculiar ; but wo saw at onoc it was unnecessary, and 
wo reached the hotel safely without exchanging a shot 
with anyone, or even being winged by a single errant 
bullet. 

It is indeed a curious community: pushing; reck- 
less, self-reliant, enterprising and intensely selfish to a 
degree uulaiown in the Old World. It is not merely 
from the fact that it is naked here, that it is so con- 
spicuous ; for clothe or cloak it as they will, it would 
still win, hands-down, in a canter amongst any other 
communities in the world eligible to compete! They 
have one aim ; that is money — nothing but money ! 
They have one god ; which is self— nothing but self ! 
The higher society of Ran Francisco looks on with 
anxiety at this vigorous and now jihasc of life, and 
what is to be its outcome, for they .are in the midst of 
it If thero is no bettor society in the world tlian that 
of Higher California, there is certainly none so bad as 
its worst Ag.ainst this the police of San Francisco ore 
powerless ; and gangs of lawless rufiians, often eyen 
boys and girls, have been known to enter shops, and, 
ju.st as the tliought seizes them at the instant/flhiher 
s/ioof tho proprietor dead in order to got wh^ 
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tlioro may bo in the till, or else put a revolver to his 
head and blow out his brains if he attempt to interfere 
with them. 

These enterprising boys and girLs are called ‘ Hood- 
lums,’ and are said to number about 600, living in 
gangs in different parts of the eity. It sounds in- 
credible, but it is nevertheless tnie, that Son Francisco, 
with all its enormous wealth, has not yet boon able to 
master them ! 

The Chinese here, who number nearly 50,000, have 
their own quarter in the city. They scorn to be cvciy- 
where. Wo saw them even in the Sandwich Islands, 
where they have secured a firm footing. They are able 
to make a living anywhere, and where other people 
would starve. Their wants arc few ; they arc a thrifty, 
quiet, hard-working and inoffensive race, and yet they 
are intensely unpopular. They refuse our civilization ; 
they scorn everything but our money. They are a race 
incapable of being altered ; and though all other people 
lose in groat measure their individuality and become 
merged when living amongst other races, the China- 
man abroad is now, as he over was and will bo, the 
same, and sIioavs no sign of having been penetrated by 
a single foreign institution. 

For three weeks before wo reached the ‘Golden 
Gty,’ wo had to content ourselves with the most 
wretched faro, for the bounty of the Sandwich Islands 
oidy provided our ship’s larder with food which made 
•sitting down to table something distinctly loss than a 
pleaauce. One may therefore easily guess how im- 
patiwl we off were to get to the world-renowned 
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hotels hero. Some rtishod o£f to Baldwin’s, others to 
the Palace Hotel, one of the sights of the world, for it 
is the lai^st hotel in it ! It was not here, however, 
that we had out first meal. When we reached .the 
shore we wore taken to a restaurant, where we de- 
voured like two starved schoolboys — it was our 
deliberate choice amongst all the bounties of the 
earth — ^rolls of fresh broad and pats of fresh butter, in 
a way which made everyone near put down their 
knives and forks and look on in blank amazement for 
the sequel They did not know that those poor 
wretches they were Avatdiing had not tasted that 
simple, delicious faro for nearly live months ! When 
wo tired a little of this, our simple tastes urged us to 
oysters, fresh salmon from the Sacramento river (at 
2d. per lb.), and asparagus which had never looked on 
tin; as well as a bottle of excellent Californian Hock. 
Only those whose .simple tastes (like ours) had been 
long ungratified, could enjoy a meal as we did that 
one. It is indeed a land of jdenty, whore provisions 
— ^nay, luxuries — may bo had almost for the asking. 

Our hotel, the most commanding edifice in San 
Francisco, is said to cover fl.’).000 square feet, and 
naturally cost a fabulous sum in building. It con- 
tains nearly t>00 «iu7c» of apartments, all ex- 
travagantly furnished, and provided with every luxmy 
that money, lavishly squandered, can purchase. And 
how little a way money goes here, excepting fcr Ibpd I 
For instance, one has a glass of ale at the hotel llhfiw-' 
the charge is one shilling '. One then strolls hillio the 
hair-dresser’s, and has one’s hair cut, ad^ thi^J^^fliigo 
is four shillings !— only four shillings ! Shs^rything 
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is on a scale of showy magnificence and luxiny. The 
mlU <) vianger is quite bewildering — it is so largo. 
The bills of fare are the same. Here is one — that of 
the first breakfast we had; 

PALACE HOTEL. 

BKEAIO’AST. 


Fruit. 


Ijiitfliah Brcakfhnt. Qrocn and Jutinn Tc u Chocolate. Coffee. 

With Croaui. 


Fromoli Rolls. 

Com Broad. 


Bread. 

Vioinia TIoUh. MnlTtns. Graham Rolls. 

Boston I !ro\tn Bread. Graham Biutul. » 


Wlioaton Grits. 

Boston Cream Toiist. 


Oat Mo<il 


Fried .ind Boiled Hominy. 


Milk, Buttered and Dry Toast. 


Wheat Cakes. 


Honey. 


nice Cakes. 


liidiui (‘ikes. 
Mai>le Synin. 


Waflflos. 


Broiled. 

Beefsteak, naln,Tiitli Tonsato Sauce Onions. 

Mutton ChoiM, PUin, Bicadcd, or Tomato H.i\ico. \ cal Cutlets, Plain or I 
LambClioiw. Calves' Liver und Bacon. 

...I........! ...... U..1. ...... 


Breaded. 


Balt AlackercL Kidneys. Smoked Bidiuon. 
Tenderloin of Pork. 


Ham and Etfgs. 

Sausages. 
Apples and Poxk. 


Broiled or Fried. 

Fresh Fish. 


Sole. 


Pii»’s Feet 
Smelts. 


PlHh Balls. 
Tripe. 


Fried Clams. 

Oysters, Stewed and F;ricd 

Corned Beef Hash. Stewed Kidneys. Salt Codfish, ,Sh iker Foshtoiu 

Stewed Tripe I’nr/Icd Beef. Hailishcs. 


Baked. 


FHed. 


Pried. 


Potatoes. 


Lyonnaise, and Stewed with Cream. 


Epgs. 

Bonrablod. Boiled. Poaehod. 

Omelet, Plain, with fomatocs, Onions, Kidin ys, or Ham. 


Shlh-cd 


Oomed Beef. 


Cold Meats. 

TTam. iiiimh. 


Beef Tongue Dried Beef. 


‘ y HOURS FOR MEALS: 

BiesIdlMb a te 12 ; Lunoh» 154 to 2 ; Dinner, C to 8 ; Tea, 8 to 9 ; Supper, 0 to V' 
Fob Obiu>RCn: BroukfiiBt, 7 to 10 , Luiidi, 12 to 2 ; Dinner, 0 to 

" DUbeS ordered, not on the BUl^ Pare, wiU bo duirgod extra. 
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Everything in this city of keen business-mefi seems 
to be at high-pressure point, and to have a forced and 
unnatural gro^h. In its population there does not 
seem to be one fooL Even the nigger-lad— the care- 
taker of the hats during our table d’Adte— imports 
into his modest calling an amount of show and 
cunning sleight-of-hand which seems in keeping with 
all about him. Amongst the hundreds of hats ho 
takes charge of, ho has never yet made a mistake in 
returning each one to its owner; and this without 
checks or other means of identification — relying 
solely on his memorj'. 

As one leaves the mllr, ho picks out the hat he is 
in soni’ch of, brushes it, makes it turn two or three 
somersaults in the air, with all the graceful finish of 
a conjurer, catches it by the back of the brim, throws 
himself into an artistic pose, and presents it with a 
bow and a smile. 

Though our voyage in the Ceylon came to an .end 
hero, the tics which bound us to her were not entirely 
severed ; for many of the old cheery faces were still 
about us. It seems, therefore, only natural that these 
notes of our tour, while we were with her, should bo 
supplemented by a short account of a visit we paid to 
the Yosomite Vallej’^, which Americans atfirm is ‘ the 
lost of earth.’ Hut this it must be ; for as it is the 
finest they liavo, the rest follows. 

The Yosemite Valley is about 230 miles from San 
Francisco ; die last 100 miles of the journey being* 
over terribly bad roads in a stage carriage— ths 'most 
])crfect engine of torture ever construoted all 
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events, for which one has to pay before getting inside}. 
It perfectly carries out the designer’s malicious inten- 
tion of preventing an occupant from seeing anything 
of the country through which he is passing. It has 
narrow fixed scats — ^so close together, that tho ex- 
cruciating pain suffered in one’s contortions to got into 
one, was Elysium to the general agony and desimir 
one felt when it was secured. Tlicn one’s misery was 
complete. Iron bars on all sides sup])ort an im- 
movable roof, which comes down just low enough all 
round the stage to enable one to sec just seven yards 
and a half from tho wheels, but no farther. Most of 
our time inside is taken up in trying to prevent our 
heads from being violently jolted against these 
bars, which lie in wait for them on all sides. Escape 
from them is next to impos.siblc, even with the most 
vigilant, and a poor friendless and tender orj^han 
like roj'self was utterly unable to avoid them. But 
to proceed. 

On April the 28th, wo left San P’riuiciseo at four p.m., 
by rail, for Mcroed ; this being our first introduction 
to American railways, and their many strange and 
interesting features. Amongst tho most striking are 
the long, easy-going ruUman cars, and the curiously 
funnelled engines with large bulls, instead of the 
whisUes which ours have at home. Then the universal 
cry at the stations here is ‘ All aboard !’ which is tho 
equivalent of our ‘ Any more going on Then there 
^s the extraordinary familiarity of one’s fellow- 
passengers, and their delightful pastime of emptying 
their mouths of tobacco-juice at the shortest 
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intervals. Then the diamond-ringed conductors who 
take one’s ticket, thrusting a check into the band of 
one’s hat in exchange, and who have gone on to the 
next person before the sedate and dignified Londonci-, 
aghast at their temerity, has had time to expostulate 
at the outrage. Then the advertisements along the 
line! At every commanding point of vantage— on 
walls, posts, railings, rocks — in fact, everywhere, so 
that the eye cannot escape them, so obtrusively well 
situated are they — appear advertisemcnts,in largewhite 
letters, of medicines for curing every known disease, 
besides others which acquaint one with all sorts of 
useful information ; such as that ‘ FUj Bitters is all th‘ 
go for love !' and that such and such a shop is ‘ darned 
cfieiqt' and ‘ vxintv go^i 1ml’ Advertisements of the 
‘Rising-Sun Stove- J^ollsli ’ arc seen throughout the 
length and breadth of the land ! In one comer of the 
car is a magic box, from which come newspapers, 
maple wax, cigars, and a himdred other things, which 
one is pestered to buy. It takes hours before all its 
wonders have been revealed. At the entrance of the 
car, prominently displayed, is a notice, worded as 
follows : 

‘ Passengers ai’o hereby wanted against playing 
games of chance with strimgers j or betting on tblee- 
card monte, strap, or other games. 

‘You WILL SLTJELY UK llOBBED IF YOU DQf, f*' 

At one of the stations, en route, we joined i^lt tiro 
general scramble for ph\ccs at the dinnor-tal^ where 
wc noticed, in its most extravagant gro^^/the 
oustnm, which seems to be a imiveml one, of (making 
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all the courses of an entire <«We dUhoic before one at 
the same time ; and all of which ono is expected to 
get through in a few minutes — ^fish, beef-steaks, fried 
clams, sausages, fowls, pig’s feet, vegetables, sweets, 
tripe, and dessert being piled up on little dishes all 
round one, and completely covering the table. The 
waiters enjoy the name of ‘ Hash Cluickers and as 
they do nothing further which merits the name of 
waiting, the designation is not an inappropriate 
one. 

At 10.30 wo arrive at Merced ; having ])asscd all the 
way along rolling plains and slopes of land, entirely 
covered with waving grain and occasional vineyards. 
Here we sleep; and the next mommg (the 29th), 
after a hurried breakfast, wc are all eagerly waiting 
for the stage, of the horrors of which ato are yet 
in blissful ignorance. Soon it apjwars. ‘ Surely they 
cannot moan to cnain eight people into that thing 1’ 

‘ Why, it’s only big enough for four I’ ‘ An old rabbit- 
hutch like that, too I’ Such iue a tow of the expletives 
with which its appearance is greeted. Ihit it has to be 
done, and we manage to squeeze into it, all feeling more 
or loss like ‘ trussed fowls.’ Wo soon ascertain, from 
the groans given out on all .sides, that the jolting will 
be tremendous ; bull our di-iver, with a complacent 
chtuMe, remarks that the road here is ‘ as hard and 
sn^ooth as a dollar,’ compared with what wo shall 
find' It further on. So an immediate halt is called ; 
* and, rmfeh to our regret, my friend, whose spine still 
feels effects of his ride to the Crater in the Sand- 
wioh Islsnds, determines to abandon the trip on ac- 
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count of the intense pain overj' jolt causes him. 
He walks back to Merced, and his wisdom we soon 
applaud ; for the rolling and plunging of our machine 
becomes most agonizing. For five hours wo drive 
over treeless pLains, covered with very short, thin 
grass, and little wild flowers ; and see a great many 
owls, and groimd-squirrek, which sit at the edge 
of their holes, popping into them in the most 
magical waj' when wo approach too near them. All 
day long we have a sweltering sim beating down upon 
us through a clear suid cloudless sky. We are just 
in the nick of time to .see the country in its fullest 
beauty ; for the prodigal spring drapes everything in 
freshest verdure. And when at last wo leave the 
plains, and get amongst the hills, wild flowers of 
cvoiy hue luul beauty burst forth in joy on every side. 
All now revels in a sj)cndtlu‘ift youth which in a few 
weeks will become a withered and parched old ago. 
Let the relentless sun scorch his fiercest — all his heat 
is welcomed ; .and in its short lc.aso of heshness the 
fertile earth seems to defy the warning voice of 
Natuie, and to slay her silent step. The hiUs we are 
now upon rise quickly. Jlcautifiil shrabs and bushes, 
clothed with glowing flowers, arc all around us ; the 
latter, as well as those which carpet the soil, oomqdetely 
outdo the vivid foliage in the struggle for their glorious 
supremacy. Mounting as wo continually do, su^ 
pines begin to appear ; and higher up the mountains 
they bolt th'' scant-covered rock in nearly nnbwlten 
forests, looking a light liazy purple in th*'.^priet’ 
noonday .air. The scene is now one of great l^ijiiiity ; 
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W%iL \j^'j^ii^oula»ly M ^ 0 . Bi9|i|id 
wwe jafipectia^ tlw 
ItlIMftd,* titiere ware five Oolt’e 
^ Ibaagiag o\or a bilHard*>ici^|i| llle 
,<fSpied the following . ' ^ 


1^/uMfL sUd uhati Ihu toAtu 
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are a playful pcojdc, and thou: dilleront lyi»os 
, ftcfor have an immonso imgo, and tho mo%t 
Ita and incongruous aio met Avith s.ido by side. 
Ik we were at dinner to-nu^lit ni the miserable 
'«lfotel in which wo fouud ouischcs, ono of ojy 
ns, in his buavest and most w inning ton^, 
,4eked ono of the joung ivomcn who WSrfe 
us lor a bottle of bcci lie might jofct 
Jjave asked for a jmit ol pinssio acid. |fer 
luJiTor at tho icquest c ould not have hlpi 
r'l'l^e first scowled upon linn, apjiarentlyiftt 
It address her, and then said 

think we aro oidmary waitresses, 
to help ’ 

|l»ve a bottlo of hecr, please 
a whisky-shop ’ 

it was. May I be permitited to have ft 
‘.tedott *0 the comer of the room 





vouM 

‘^•||^j^ h»T<» somo btoad, i>l(^ f 
,« ^Hi^ipiipuiat don’t you tliink 'no ace ordibi^^H|||| 
t'^u^pISnad apairin^' liko this whoil''4^9RH 
and our being every time reminwi^nH 
wiii dene, that 'we 'wore not to think they iw«Bm 
' mtHrosfios, did not conduce to make our 
jjlftiy pleasant one 

April adtii, fl^ 

We leave at seven, and soon niter we drive 
gold-mines, .uid Iheii a iniucis’ \ illago The day 
to a deuizou oi oui log coimtry, absolutely podM 
it is cloudless and without wind The grOUlw 
porioct carpet, woven by lovely wild-flowers htH 
<if Varying and dii//luig coluui lu glory and tim| 
fletHng in Eiigl md can approach it As 
ahng, the gioiiiid m one plaro is blue with pMH 
\^^iSaOphila , m auolhci } olluw, irom the tentqlim 
p^phur-coloinod plat^stciuon Now we 
,|ri|PtS, bluebells and lupins, and now, flowi6(jra| 
jdlllliyeiy much bkc our cyclaiiKn Dwaif hWH 
^^^tMciischolUii), ainica, and bttlo white s||hW 
flowtutoi besides many othcis unknown to 
eattJt Oh all sides Tlio nemophila pusha^^B 
it, growing in largo patches, ov on to the x^ljiii|H 
road. It is a vast region of flower-^loi^«ijra|H 
have never hefltto soon Wo pa&s 
poisonous oak. Our driver sayn liluifc |^a|H| 


.3*- i-'V*, 


fjf rjzisy. -flw 
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mwa 
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.:.M. 

^ 5 -> ■; 


t>W^cu4i0'WWM 

us hov Jim Ito su^ 

I 'ukUgt thoughtJusidy pludki0d ^,4#' 
iU the 'vroi'ld docs, uud 
t»t»k8 in consequence. i 
.trunks of the tines being honejNiMM^ 
^i^Giibod, amongst the branches of 
is mistletno: those trees it 
S ; some it has killed altogether. 1!)|0 
jiilhe "way are simply villainous, and the JoltS^' 
kus. Wo have been ascending more or leiftl 
' and now the ])inos begin to assume a larger 
©see patches of white among the trees on a 
, front of ivs, and spocul.ifion is keen as to 
If it is snow. One of my companions, who 
^ that it is not, has to ])ay. At 12.80 We 
I *Oold Springs,’ a little wnjsidc houso in a 
littnllcy, shut in by lofty mountains, whUtU 
^titles of New Town ]iip])Ins and other ap^dM 
U It is hero that wo sec Indians, for thU' 
and most repulsive -looking creatures t|key, 
||.fhroad flat faces, and long black hair liangiim 
^houldcrs, as straight and coarse os a 
wre told they are the Digger Indians,.' 
subsist on roots, some edible portion olt4^ 
'grasshoppers and other such simple d|^ 
wo start on foot, for wo have to cross a 
iiPoet high, but now only about 2,D00 feet 
^(a^-way to the top we come upon deep 
.elting snow amongst the giant pines. 
% the exorcise and great heat arc 





301 


Slfiflfy MNZtS SJSAS. 


V<»y pwrohmg. AH the flowers hbrre mv go«^ 
the moualains arc covered with levialhi^ tNOttV W# 
are at last well into tlio groat pine foiestfi of 
MMit of these pines arc cloeply eove^ed'W^Jth 
light^groon stag’s-hoin moss, oven to 
branches These shaggy monsters agtutuiii a »0«ahre 
hacb^froTind, your mind’s eye may ho able td |detare 
in all their impicssntnoss, Imt bywords It isf 
mconunnnicahle lj>mg about the sii;^ 
covered eaith aic corns ol immense 
measured s( vcntccn inches long ' At the 
pass the snow lies fiAo oi si\ ftoi deep On 
ing wo go along tlie side s oi the gorges, with 
tori'cnts iiishmg wjldlv bcmatli us, and were it not 
lor Iho imnn nsc tn < s which aie o^ r lywhcro about US, 
wo miglit he m Swit/cihud 11 ilt-w ly down we JUect 
an Indian A\ifh .1 Wmchc'.ter iiilc, and about iii^ 
ysids behind, 1 iboninig altci him, is hiS ‘bqUa1»‘*-^>-K[i 
ugly couple oiu would latlici not meet alone. 



Anotlu 1 leu uuiiiitcsaucl w( g( t to ‘(’Ink’s ’(tw<ai!i!j| 
miles from AF 11 ijtos 0 It is a splendid hotel in 
splendid a.iIIc), with a sp.iikliut! tionl liver rton 
thwmgh It, and sun ounded by loi < st-eovorodmotk^ 
In the CACuiug ti.ippcis come about the halt^^jj’l 
skinSof beats woIms lud loses, and we listen iM 
fascinating talk while the lupud jiootry of Mj3S|M 
ale gurgles to the dcai tunc ol 2s per pint. ^ ® 

Alter a broolcfast ol trout, w 0 start at 
Yo emito Valley (twenty-six mUos). 
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day. As soon as wo leave the valley vre 
patches of snow, and winding 
<>i gotgcs which make one hold one's 
is less than a foot of road between ohv 
sheer fall of a couple of thousand feet, 
mistake on the part of our oantious 
driven^ »ftd after 'a crash and a thud, ‘ the rest is 
gilOaHjgl^^ Now and then caiiiaj^es hi\c gone over, but 
rilo the worst places, xnd I believe no lives 
i i( 3 l^ been lost 

fixity considerable piopoition oi the pines in those 
fus forests bear c\ idcnci s of fiic, some being 
standing jull.us ot shiny (baicoal to their 
tqps; othorb lia\o died a natui d di ith and remain 
hU||0 white skeleton toliiiims i>iand .uid mjstenous 
hi Idioir decay Otlioi inonstcis, noaily 100 jards 
itl'tength, ha^c lilltn, and lie aloiiusido tho rood. 

driver tells me these tuos .ae (.iiiscd by tho 
Xadifns in smokin<» out stpinuls (umi their holes 
ground, gcnci ally il the tool ( t some t ice, and 
allowing tho hio to bum on, Wc soo many of 
squirrels. They me gje\ .uid \cij' iirettily 
n 9 i|£|i|!Sd, and mtuh laii>ci th m .iity t\o li.ac at homo 
JftriVPr points out to n^' ni fhe miow what ho Says 
eks of wohe^” He also cuidks our blood by 
us tho .spot wilt te lie bas often soon an old 
"iiear cross tho load 111 tionl oi liim. Our 
I* may bkiuch, wc may diaw closer to ouo 
we may even loitily ouischcs with a bottle 
— ^we arc not aft.ud, 

I^DSsible to average tho distance between 
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360 feet in height, end firem w^tiB 
in So you may faney what |iti 

l!ha ibeneath them, and how one’s whole , 
mind end body — is dwarfed and croi&Bl 
humbling ascendency and stately grandoUV' 
fiionds are qxuto nauseating, they look 
tcmptiblo. FoUowniq with the eye these 
wluch rise and use m uncinng hno, strugglhij|^ 
far-off light above, one gets glimpses of the 
sky — ^tho light of hoa\cn wbioh biealm soMy 
these giant ]»mes, and sheds a light like that of 
upon the woild buK ith *' 

Wo have nddm -vciy little to-day xn the 
The entrain inq ddi^bt ol walking m freodUid iu 
those forests is too qicat , and havo 
miserablo thing (ladling along the gorge hdtl^ 


Wo bound o\<.i the conc-strewn ground, 
rutin^ is the an. 'llio 1 ngest cones wo see 

the sugai-pine 'I ho) hang m bunches of tWiM 
three, like tlsse]^, lioiu the oxtrciniUcs oO 
hMWlchos It must not bo thought that thesuin 
aire the Wollmglonu giemtca — tho leviathan mm 
Q xhfomia — that one Ins hcird so much aboxttw(«19 
we shall see anon when wc return These 
see are the ordinary suits, man}' of which 
also at home ; hut heie they havo long 
out of all knowledge, excepting to a 
'I'hc largest of them are the 
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]pit)c3i>pme), both ghjving to about t^o 


: 0 tfoo-virorH whoro Natiue’s heart thioba 
^ pioturo<3, music, and art of Ood our* 
la all their sublimity find me Thai you 
S' hwe to s<’e I for words aro useloss to 
lithe faintest impression of what thie'jforeet* 
ii!keans, and of the feeling's it inspiroa 
jl|jt(dicious scent and fiagianco, too, add yet 
iaichantmont to the grand concord and 
ay which this great fotest-region breathes 



are constantly passmg thiongh an air laden 
scent of lichcst infonse, coming fiom tho old 
After a short stiug'h' my companions — two 
iahOBent joyous Lids — .uc lying dt ul on tho tiack for 
the ‘smell ’ is moio like th it of ainica 1 
as I have upped cii iluii coalps, pioptaatory 
e^UUm’nation of then ahnoini.illy ioimcd luoins, 
the dislaiico the lumbhng old stage. Quick 
;ht their bodies aic i oiled to the edge of the 
; anothoi instant, and T see them boimding 
space 111 fiightful haps sti iking tho oat- 
Orags in their awful descent No\v they hiiiVU 
but their scalps, wliieh I c m fully stow away 
.wioh-hox. (If fair and loving taper fingers 
to twine those auburn locks again, please 
editor — poisomdly ) 

hours of walking and riding, durmg 
i^ve only done twenty miles, a considcrahlo 
distance being through doep drifls of 





306 svmr iJlA'DS ANJa SEAS. 

snow, w Attain an altitude of about 7>000 feet} aagtd. 
auddaaady in front of iis, about 8,000 foot 
Tdseittite Talley appears in all its tqi8|oa|ea'liite 
spliUl^ur-oa huge trough, siuik deep in 
toina ' 

A few minutes nitonvards wo stop at lai^awlS^ 
Point We know it is Insjnr.xtion Point, ntfit <llon/t 
sidmto Amoiican cousins have had it pajnteil up fbl* 
us on a boaid in lai^o lottois Fiom hero we li|lS6 
nearly the cntiio a illt y. It would scorn moie 
to oaU it a dnsin lot inassi's of ncaily whito 
nearly 4,000 fiit, town aboAo il almost proeij^tienf^ 
on all sides It i*- uiil\ siv miles long, and frUtn^^U^I 
a imlo to a imli in ividtli , but it looks much feW 
than this owm I > tin jm/Cijiicts which hem it i® 
on all si(l( s 




CHAPTER XXI 


THE yOSEMITi: VATJ.EV. 

into the Valley. — The Ihklil V( il.— Tho Biyer of 
-ThoThrec IliothciH - Tho Yosemito Fall.— Cloud’s 
Half Dome — -Mirroi Lih(. -ITmon Point. — 
Desor^^^ — TJis List As((iil The Tioe^ — 

the Forest again.— Tho Gn//ly (• laiit. — Tho Father 
*oi tibia Foi’ost. -Through the Snoy JVIoouhght in tho 
American Jealousy — Wo ha\o for Madciia.— * 
Jfndi^ns.— Han Fi<iiicisco again.— The Cliiinto. 

Ooit descent iute rliis voudoriiil A.illoy j\ by a road 
'Wldob sig-zags down the f.iff ol’ a nearly porpoii- 
dieillar clLtr. On the liglitour i^C'- arc attracted to 
tbe lltidal Veil — abcautirul fall ol ''lo tVet. On tbe 
wbicb floats from it in Idiny sliocts is a biillnuit 
^wl^'bov. The filling water looks lik<' a gauze veil 
Whiph. Is constantly overlapping i I self in its descent, 
ana igjr tbo spray is blown (or long djsl.inecs by even 
zephyrs, its poetic name si'cnis a fitting one. 
y^|||l»VP now deseoiidcd into the \ alloy, the base or 
^ which is perfectly level, almost up to the pro 
[which enclose it. There is little dcbfh, tor 
k above is like adamant. Tho scone is per- 
all sides, mountains of a toned wliiti- 
with snow, rise one above another. 
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-wMte^i^ oi tibe sock is «a ft disool 
Ji(iia:);i^ llw efibet is stairdii:^, ft&i «ial4i( 

Aactiltiktdl ' thin ’ Tmmensft pmos, 

^yow wherovor it is poBbihlo on 
soomingly impossible places, 
green there is the smooth white rdcik. . 

have come to see now passes quickly * 

J)*morama Through the centre of the 
crystal ‘ River of Mercy/ made up from tivu 
dons watorftlls, which tumble on all sides 
precipices with au echoing noiso hko 
<Wftfthos of thunder Ncaily opposite to ths 1, 

Veil/ and on the othci side of tho vtdley, 
Oapitan/ an almost \eitici), sinooth-fiicod, S6i 
slab of crcaniy-coloiucd gi mile, 0 000 feet high>M>4 
ncaily a mile in Lngth' hoiv wo approach ^ 
‘Oathcdral Spius/ gicit isolitid blocks or noodle of 
granite of mimcnso height ISow is scon a splntilki 
triad of locks, the Tliico J.iothcis/ iising on© 
the otlicr, tho liigluM being almost 4,000 feet 
Opposite these IS the ‘ Stiitincl,’ towering mo*^ 

3,^0 foot .ibovo 11 •> Til fact, whoiover wa 
wherever wo look ive ue^iondcr-struck All 41 
so small a compass, and thcio is so much 
OUT ©yes got wcai), and Ihcic is no lost for 
cepting by koepmg them on tho ground, oar 
them dtogothci 

Tmmodiately opposite our hotol (Cook's 
Valley Hotel ’) is tho world-famod Yoflemitai 
IS said to surpass every other foil in th© 
licjghl and volume of w'ator combined* tfr 
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oheowliiab erosts tlie mountain j^ondor, 
ilMBlf over its ledge into tho valley, bAlf a 
filling it with its echoing thunders, 
tlfdoo broken boforo reaching the bottom, 
of 1,600 feet from tho top, the next 
wsltd of 534 feet. It is full of soft majesty 
tut^ l)eauty, Its volumes of water fall with tho most 
I girooe and gcntlonc&s, seeming to descend su 
^ .Ihtt this appearanoo of course is due only to 
ICO wo arc from it The wall of granito ovor 


ii 


tit fells is smooth, vertic.xl, aud of a soft croamy 
^’colour. At tho loot of the \ alley tho fill loses 


behind gracctul trees aud shiubs, which look 
liS^ ^ willows and aldois at home In tho imrac- 
di4|e forogi'ound runs the sihev mcr, amongst 
me^owb flashmg in flowers and soit grocu pastunigo. 

"There aro many other snpcih fills, many ol 
Srldch tlio short time at oin disposal will oiJy allow 
Ul to glauco at Ilic mountains on .ill sides aro 
and very stiikm^ , the highest ot them, ooUod 
I's Best,’ is .It tho In.id ol the valley, and 
acddsus on altitude ol 10,1 '/O icot Tho mountain, 
beweier, that inbtautly aiiosts tho w.uuUimg eyo, on 
of its ovtraoxdu) ly ioiui.ition, is tho Half 
5,000 foot above tho v.illo^ It looks as if it 
tfij^been out in two down its ccutio, lioin crovm to 
and 03 if one bido had toppled headlong iuto 
l^mid beneath, for httlo d< bt 'n is to ho soon in 
»y. It doubtless was beulptnrod h’ko tins 
valley itself was formed — when tho sup 
^ reeky world hero gave way, and Idl a 

is » 
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niil© below tho level of tbo adjacent country, laying 
bare tihe ribs and buttresses of this wMte gMiidte 
regioa 

fuesdsjr, |{a7 jjad. 

Our only entire day in tbe v.dley. Before breidfifast 
wo wont to tbe ‘ Mirror Lake,’ at tbe fartber end, of 
tho valley. It is a su])crl»ly lovely spot, where tho 
still waters of the lake .sloc]) among the firingisig troob 
under the stupendous ^md overbungiug Half JDoilBitd on 
tbe one side, and a massive white mounbun^ es32ed 
the Wasliington Column, on the other. In the 
morning the waters ot this lake aic so still, that WWay 
detail is niirroitd as clearly as it it were the object 
itscll I’ino-trocs on a distaiil part td Mount Watkin, 
wbicli is lit up tbe e.rjl} sim, an s.dd to b© ro- 
llccted no l(im>oi upsido down lait right way up! 
Ouriuform.ini ( xjd.iius tho ]>li( nomonoii hr the most 
lucid way. lie S.13S tla surface of tho lake is 80 
bright, and thc' n tier luui s<> c k- ir, that it reflects tho 
refleetiou bac k, avIiu li rs tla n again icflcctecl. ditor 
tliis game .rt kattlcsloii* ,md slinttlooock, tho WOary 
reflection is at last .illowcd to rest, and it ovcntiudly 
appears right way up ur the lake Wo smiled, an4 ho 
was wrath, for ho tlioiight wo wished to cast a slue on 
tho beautiful lake* s phic id rvaters. To our own mdhds 
wo could easily acfount for the appearanoo. Tho IjPeos 
that were reflected rs'erc tall thin pines, a long duttehco 
aw'ay, and Iroked siinjily like golden shafts of 
on tho mountain-side, da,shod in with splen^d ei®bpt 
and ])ootic mystery hy tho subtle hand of the 
me sun They had now so littlo of tho convei&Del 
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of Ulo pino, that ircro ono so disiposod, one 
'witli. very little effort image them n])sido down 
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this wo wore bhown the hkenosscs in the moim 
ta^’A^tock of birds and and lovers to(, an<l 
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mKOy other things, including even clothes 

on n lino! In fact, wo ‘did it* in the ot^iv^ps. 

manner, os all tourists have to do. 

Wo are amongst the voiy first tins year te,^t the 
valley, the snow having only just been i^m 

the passes. W o consequently have the enl2i!nj'^(5(i^» to 
om'sclvos, which adds an tmspcokable chM|\^jdUr 
\isit. A little later, and there will bO 
hungry sight-bcers from all parts of 
can guess what it would be like then. Evd^ymly' 
tho valley is a guide and blood-sucker in ono 
or another, and we hoar that in tho season, visit(^||M ' 
almost ordered off to tho diHbrcnt places of inwll% 
American tourists like to travel all together, and M 
bo ‘ personally condiictcd Britishers naturally 19l(B 
exactly the rovcise 

After brc.ikf.ist vo climbed tho gorge to Uniwjj, 
Boint, from vhich .iltitudc wc h.ad line views, not on^ 
of tho valley, which imw l.\y at a great depth im- 
mediately below n-., but also across tho toBSods-Vp 
peaks and siwtwy wastes of the Sierra Nevada, till 
sight could SCO no l.nthcr, and they wore lost in tho 
‘ othorcal notliingiicss ’ of the distance. The snow 
above d,his was very deep, and its slopes very 
My two companions, both fo.ulcss Alpine climf^ a^, 
went up another 1,000 feet to (llacior Point J did 
n<tt, for wo had no guide, and there was no vost%0 of 
a track, .md I doubted m.my things — my head bi^ng 
onoof them. Nearly every stop wo sank in tho show to 
uiu thighs, while ayawniug procipioo at tho edgOfiif the 
belv uig snow invited us into its recoiling depths. 1 




to ittovo more thaii^vas iirtohtd iu {jOitiiig ouf in} 
i^otoh4)Qok and bLotcUng tlic locality 1 did thi^ 
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because I lolt sure that if ovec 1 reached the volley 
ag(uxt, exoopting as pulp, thut ^ould bo my last 
experience of mountain olimhing:*^ 

Wea»»i^,;Xi<qriMU 
This morning at 6 30 vro started 
ClarVs hotel, this time with a carii%ge^4|I^Wk wo 
had to got there in time to see the Big T^fSfS in the 
same daj' Tlicy are eight miles from tjw Wo 

left the valley with the greatest regret, 
times and longingly did we look back to ^ 

turn ill the mountain hid it from us. 
to woik haid to got bade to San FrancuieO h^l^tltpn 
on Friday, when tho Cti/hm is to sail, and 1i^,|M9r 
my companions in tins delightful trip to the 
Valley The jolting, jdimging, and rolling ef, oiir 
vchido aro hn>h]y evutmg, and we all have to tding 
for veiy lilo to prevent ourselves from being flui^ out 
of tho torturous mac lunc At one p m. wo reach Odlk'Si 
and after a little tiflin, start for tho Big Troee^tiho 
Wellinglonia gigantoa For thico miles WO ^ftgsln 
submit to bo driven, but wc ciawl so slowly 4!^ ,tho 
hills, that wo w<dk tlio rest of tho way, and scKiDllnii[ve 
tho stage far behind Oneo more wc aa$ in fhjf jlWnw, 
and walking under tho cuonnous pin(^. Mb)lt 4 vpty 
brisk walk of botwocu four and hvo miles, WjS at 
on altitude of C,500 feet, and suddenly eomo IJfi^iinc 
of tho monsters It is only a small one of i^ee((ii^|^een 
to twenty feet in diameter, hut totally difii9mii|lA(]Erom 
any t|^o wo have yet soon Amongst tlto db^luirkS 
of the othci tiooB it is as light as oi3mam()n#d|!f.r|ls31age 
I Ijc iLloinunahon I tfasn made I htvp- 
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is disitppointmg, and its boughs are of very 

littid eot)!i|itcred with its immonso height, for it 
ixm&ti into the &ir a huge tapering monumont. A 
littto f4!i}|^{i4tiQg and wo seo their yellow bnxks 
trees in steadily increasing numbers. 
aAicr tliis we are in the ‘ South Qrove,’ 
■when we a|!e confronted by the ‘Grizzly Giant,’ a 
monster, thirty-three feet in diameter, antf 
0<i(eK <1^ feet in circumference It lifts its giant 
dstWIllKS feet into the air, witliin Avo feet of tho 
the clock-tower at Westminster, and only 
ft 'iSifli W two lower than St Paul’s. Tliis enormous 
shoots up eighty feet bcfoie tho Arst lim)> 
it, which in itself would be a huge tree ony- 
whdfe in England, for it is variously stated at from si\ 
to eight feet in diameter As t.ir as the ‘Giizzly Giant’ 
there is a carriage ro.xd out through tho snow, but not 
beyond, so wc arc obliged to make the best of our way 
through it to tho larger £p:o\o, vhich is about a mile 
fsfther on. It is very hard walking tlnough tho snow, 
ift which wc often sink up to our thighs In this 
gxpve we are surroimdcd by these veteran raonorchs 
_of ihe tree-world in all their stateliness luid grandeur. 
Stnught as an arrow they loar alolt their shaggy tops 
feat infe tho azure sky, tho largest living creations on 
eft|i@i|i^ and probably tho oldo.st ' Pom upwards oi 
4, years ago of a cone barely an inch long, they 
hwrft WiiW reached their present mighty dcveloiimcnt 
W^'l minded, instead of 4,000 years, I might s.iy 
over for a prostrate tree having that mimbci ol 
eourtbqdi^pigs lies in the grove ' 
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Tho largest tree in California is the ‘ Fath<rr of the 
ForosV a veteran that now lies low in the Calaveras 
Grove. Its length is 430 feet—^that is, over 100 feet 
higher than St. Paul’s — and the first lixahlrld<dl loaves 
its prodigious trunk is 208 foot from the toots! Such 
monsters are beyond tho grasp of the mind to under- 
stand, for even in its wildest flights it has never dared 
*to dream of them. They are, as Niagara is, when seen 
for tho first time, incomprohonsiblo. We wander Iftund 
those monsters, like atomics, over tho deep un- 
trodden snow, and collect specimens of their oones, 
which arc hardly larger tbaai a hen’s egg ! The ravages 
of fire, the evidences of man’s despoiling hand, are 
everywhere \isi1ile; and marry of these splendid trees 
have literally had caverns burnt into them, laying bare 
a depth of cinnamon-coloured bark more than eighteen 
inches thick. 

Wo have now to turn our faces homewards, and 
retrace our steps through the stioAv, for it is past six, 
and wo have scarce an hour of daylight left, and far to 
go. Wo SCO where tho sun is djeing tho tree-tops for 
above us in a rich yellow glow, below which all is 
steopd in gloom, 'ilic twilight comes apaoe, but it 
tarries not. As darlcness spreads over tho pine-clad 
heights and dales of the great forest rogionj a full 
moon steals above tho far-off ridge and sheds her light 
in solemn glory over tho sHont world — silent, now, as 
if nothiug lived on earth ! Its light seldom foils ^ 
across our path, but we see its sleepy beams above, 
i.illing in softest patches amongst tho same'giant 
I nmks and Imibs it has bathed in wlver light for forty 
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centuries, the fesest was desecrated by any 

huxmui footl Iforiung in Nature’s solenm courao 
CQUid be mom un|[>ressiTe and enchanting than was 
this widh thrimgh the forest. I do not know whether 
it is Wtiwith my friends, but I have derived more 
pliaasate from the forests even than from the Yosemito 
VaHey itself and, could I not see both, I would rathej; 
sestithfl Ibrmor again than the latter. One word more 
Big Trees. They wore accidentally discovered 
in 1850. An English botanist gave them 
thi^]S£MSie of Wellivgionta gigmHea, and tins aroused 
«iiin<H$ean jealousy. It was attempted to show that 
^ tjOe was of the same genus as the rod wood, or 
Se^pMia Bemp<.ri'l I ens, and the Amcjie.ms still call it 
by that name. One Avriter* makes the following 
remarks on this svibjcct : ‘ It is to the happy accident 
of the generic agreement of the big tree Avitli the red- 
wood, that Avo owe it that Ave are not noAV obh'ged to 
cell the largest and most interesting tree of America 
an English military hero. ITad it boon an 
Eli^^iish botanist of the highest eminence, the dose 
would not have boon so unpaktablc.’ 

Australia claims the glory of holding tho highest 

in tho World of all liAuug trees. In Victoria a spoei- 

xaeiQ. oi 'Euadypfun amygdaloid, or almond-leaf giim, 

lm$moOntly boon discovered, which has been found to 

omifipre tho enormous height of 430 feet (tho exact 

rim ^ tho fallen monster in tho Calaveras Orovc). 

* 

Thuibda}^, May Itli 

• ’ 'At tlwii toot?ai»g wo loft for Maclcni (sixlj -lut 

f JlF» % St^te 6eologi&i of Califoim.i. 
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miles distant), in a crowded stage carriage. For the 
first ton miles wo drive through the forest, Wo pass 
an Indian wigwam, removed a little from the road, and 
soe tho moat in long strips dr 3 nng over the log-fire, the 
smoko from which is wreathing through the stiU air 
to tho pinc-frettod canopy above. As we are now 
.making our way down to tlio plains, wo go at a slash- 
ing pace, and soon leave tho forests and the snow 
behind us, again going through the same kind of 
scoijcry os that we passed through on our way from 
Merced! Flower's — nothing but new-born flowers and 
loaves— bright sunlight, rounded domes and dales of 
velvet herbage, rocks and glistening streams ! Again 
wo ]>ass by gold- workings, and a generous landlord, at 
Avlioso sbimlyAro stoj) 1o cliango horses, presents mo 
with spccinieus of cjuartii in which aro veins of tho 
rich frosty-looking metal. Wo see groat numbers of 
quail dining onr drive, as well as a lux. Tlio road is 
dusty, and the day liot. Our carriago is very full, 
and the jolting still oxmici.iting. We pass several 
times under a wooden a(picduct in the shape of the 
letter V. It is in this way that they float down all 
their timber (which they call ‘lumber’) from tho 
moimtaius. This particidar viaduct is over sixty miles 
1( »ug. At so\ on p.m. wo reach Madera, having changed 
horses tlircc times cn route. Tho hotel is so crowded 
with iiitouding visitors to the valley, that wo have to 
slei']) in a I’tdJraau railway car, on the line. The . 
beds that lu'e made up for us ore so comfortahlo that 
1 bi IS f.ir from bemg a hardship. At five ai.m. wo aro 
oiuo more off to San Francisco, which we reach at 
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one p.in., and at the Palace Hotel I rejoin ray friend, 
who during his week of quiet has quite recovered from 
the effects of his ride to the volcano. 

Wo have had another almost cloudless week, and 
without a drop of rain ! That we could have a climate 
like this in England ! Cloudless days, yet not so hot 
as a hot summer’s day at home, and always cool night^i. 
In winter it is phenomenal when there is ice. The 
moan temperature of January, the coldest month, is 
58 ® Pahr. One always knows what the Aveathcr will 
bo, without the aid of barometers. If it be winter, one 
knows it will rain ; and if it bo cither spring, suuuncr, 
or autumn, one Itnows it Avill bo oloiullcss. How 
distressing it is to consider what our climate is after 
this. Putting all the rain together that avc have had 
since we lofr homo nearly six mouths ago, it would 
cort.iinly not amount to throe days in the aggregate. 
If our had weather can bo called a ‘climate,’ hoAV re- 
lentless it is in its cnielty ! (’yclonos and an occasional 
earthquake are all avo roqiAiro to break its molaucholy 
monotony, and give us the Avorst features of every 
other climate, without any of their blessed onc.s. 
Longing-ypining for the glorious sunlight, even our 
summer gives us but fleeting and sioidy glimp->cs of 
it, and it is soon hidden from us by the imponclrable 
gloom that shrouds again our land, Avhich is its 
heritage. Here nearly everything can be grown in per- 
fection, and flowers and fruits abound, even the semi- 
tropical onesl There are now as maiiy as 1 00 000 
acres undot vineculture. This is said to bo the ct.miiu 

i 

industry of the land, and one Avhich Avill bring a second 
flood of wealth to ‘Gkilden Calilbrnk’ 



. roNCLUSION. 

On Hatiircliiy utlernoon, May Gtli, avc loft San Francisco 
lor Niagara (distiint 2,940 miles). For tlio greater 
part of tlic lir.st day the scenery is Tery impressive, 
tlic railroad ])assiug over the Sierra Nevada Moimtains, 
winding along the brinks of sjdcndid gorges and pino- 
eoveretl niouulains. For miles wo i)ass through snow- 
sheds, Avhich are wooden tunnels to kec]) the lino free 
from drifting snow and avalanche.s. What wo see for 
the next three days is lui easily told story. Wo are 
sumainded by alkali 2 )Iains and desert mountains, 
terribly forbidding .and monotonous in appearanco. 
About every Innir wo pass a station of some sort, at 
wliich the train may .stop in order to w.ater the engine. 
Amongst many curious and astonishing names, wo 
note that one of those stations is called ‘You Bet.’ 
Humanity accosts us in the sha^tc of po*or Indians 
who beg for food — now and then a white m.an — even 
an errant Chinaman may bo seen about them. I'his 
is the only life wo see on these oceans of desolation 
and .sterilit). No, iv>t altogether sterility, for hero 
and there, the more to accentuate the lifeless, deatliful 
liurror of the scone, are patches of sage-brush — a dry 
nd su ubby-looking shrub about eighteen inches high. 
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Stones and rocks, searching dust and alkali, which 
covers the wastes like sprinkled salt, make up the 
rest. In the distance, beyond the mirngo, rise wastes 
again — of rugged mountains, without a trace of vc'gc- 
tation on them. At frequent intciwals along the lino 
wo see the staring skeletons of cows, and now and 
then the remains of some emigrant waggon, which 
vividly suggests the temhlo sufferings of the early 
emigrants to the Far West, 

In the neighbourhood of Ogdon, in the Monnon 
Territory, wo pass through cultivated land. It is hero 
that wo see the flreat Salt Lake, which is ninety niiics 
long by forty-live miles I'l’oad, with a background of 
desert mountaiiis, ragged in outline, rising beyond it. 
Hinco we left, we have mostly been at an altitude of 
over 7,000 foot; but ibis is not our highest ]>oint, for 
when we pass through Slici-man on the llocky 
Mountains, wo arc at an altitude of S,21'2 feet. After 
this we descend rapidly, and triml through bound- 
less plains of short thin grass, past prairie dog cities, 
and the nover-absent skeletons of cattle, through 
()maha and Burlington, where we cross the Alississippi. 
After a few hours in tho w'onderfiil plurnix city of 
Cliicago, tho only break in six days and nights’ con- 
tinual railway travelling, we arrive at Niagara. Ifcro 
wo spend a delightful five days in watching and gazing 
u])on tho varying splendours of tho falls under tbe 
changing lights of day. No book-writer — no one can 
exaggerate hero, for their stupendous magnifii-cnci e 
beyond all words. 

'Six days and nights on the railroad’ has an nn- 
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pleasant sound, but tbie travelling in itself is not 
fatiguing, and the beds are comfortable. The only 
vrearisomo feature is the distressingly monotonous 
scenery through which we pass. It is overwhelming 
in its vastness and want of interest. Travelling by 
Ontario, down the rapids of tho St. Lawrence to Mont- 
real, then to Saratoga and along the banks of tho 
glorious Hudson to Now York, where we spend a few 
days, wo are once more on tho waters, this time on 
one of tho splendid fleet of tho White Star line, tho 
Repvhlic. 

The ninth morning after leaving Now York, after a 
tranquil and otherwise delightful voyage, wo hurry on 
dock to sec land — a faint lilm of blue, ethereal-looking 
as tlio .sky itself, rises beyond the breezy waste of 
watci’s. Away iit the distance wo see the ragged 
outline, the lower Land melting into a belt of mist. It 
is like tho first sight of land elsewhere in tho world, 
and it might Ihj Japan, or even tho Sandwich Islands, 
for aught the eye knows to the contrary. But if 
doubt there Is as to what land it is, tho swolling heart 
has settled it instantly. It knows that tho black cliffs 
which now rise boldly over the dancing waves belong 
to tho unhappy Erin, and that its own home is 
near. 

Wo now see ships boating up Channel, and— no 
longer frail catamarans, sampans, nor clumsy jtmks, 
manned by men of sable skin, or pig-tailed Chinamen 
—but fleets of stout-built fishing-Smacks, with rich 
bioun sails, and crews of hardy, fearless, woather- 
l>t.^ten men of Britain— frank, honest, and free as tho 
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rough air they broatho. As one of these crunches 
through the water just under our quarter, wo see 
the fish flashing at the bottom of the boat in silver 
heaps. 

How different all this from the languid waters of 
the East, and its breozoless seas ! The dream of the 
East is dreamed again. The long reign of the sun, 
the peaceful starlit nights, the lithe naked forms ef 
swarthy betel-chewing natives, with their blood-rod 
mouths, the silent, stately palms with their fruit- 
laden crests, the sonsuousness — the indolence of all 
nature. The vision comes now like a phantom 
out of a vanished world, and one almost doiibts 
whether what has passed before us is not all a 
dream. 

Outside Queenstown harbour, a tender ranges 
alongside, and mails and a few passengers ai’o 
landed. Here the severed links of home begin to 
ro-unite, for I see an old friend’s cheery face, and 
feel his hand’s wann grasp. Again Ave are on oim 
way to Liverpool, and next morning, as wo lay off i* 
bar, a graceflil yacht — growing from a mere speck on 
the horizon — steams towards us, and soon vro are on 
board, and being emried off to the beautiful little 
harbour in Wales. 

Our long journey is now over. The dear old 
home-faces ore once more about us, and welcoming 
friends, who seem to nisent it os a personal affront 
that they ore able to reoc^nise us, and that avo are 
‘ not altered a bit* There is an unconcealed disgu',t 
that wo have jeetwmed with unmatted beards and 
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unbroiizod laces ; and apparent astonislimcnt that wo 
have not turned black, blue, green, some other 
startling colour during our long and happy journey 
together of 2S,000 miles. 
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